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Jordan, U.S. sign F-16 agreement 

WASHINGTON (J.T.) — Jordan and the United Slates 
Monday signed an agreement by which the US. supplies the 
Kingdom with 16 advanced F-16 war planes as pan of Amer- 
ican military assistance to Jordan, the Jordanian News 
Agency. Petra, repotted. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs-of- 
Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafiz Mirai Kaabneh delivered an 
address at the signing ceremony expressing Jordan’s deep 
appreciation of the American government's assistance noting 
that the planes will help Jondan boost its defence capabilities. 
Petra said in a dispatch from the U.S. capital. The U5. air 
force secretary Sheila Windal replied by pledging continued 
assistance for the advancement of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces. The deal would provide Jordan with a dozen F-16A.S 
and an F-16E at no cost because the aircraft already have 
exceeded 75 per cent of their service life an air force 
spokesman, quoted by AFP, said. 
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, Iranian troops advance 50 kms 
inside north Iraq, thousands flee 
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ERBIL. Iraq (AFP) — Iran 
said Monday it had crushed 
Iranian Kurdish rebels in a 
massive incursion into 
northern Iraq using ground 
troops, air strikes and 
artillery. 

United Nations officials, 
meanwhile, were swamped 
with thousands of refugees 
fleeing the Iranian offen- 
sive, which drove at least 
fifty kilometres into Kur- 
dish-controlled northern 
Iraq. 

Iran's elite Revolutionary 
Guards, quoted by the offi- 
cial IRNA new's agency, 
said the operation which 
began Sunday against the 
bases of the Democratic 
Party of Iranian Kurdistan 
(DPIK.) had “ended with 
success.” 

“Our forces chased and 
surrounded strongholds of 
the anti-revolutionaries and 
bandits and killed or 

wounded dozens of them 
with the help of artillery 
fire” an unidentified com- 
mander told IRNA. 

“The bodies of at least 20 
important members of 

DPIK have been spotted in 
the region,” he said without 
indicating whether there 
were any casualties among 
the government troops. 


The Iraqi-based DPIK 
said earlier that Iran had 
given the rebel group a 
deadline of 8 p.m. ( 1600 
GMT) Monday to leave its 
main camp near Koi Sanjaq 
but it vowed to ignore it. 

Iranian warplanes 

bombed the village of 
Tsheshnikan, west of the 
main northern Iraqi city of 
Erbil. on Monday, U.N. 
officials in the area said, but 
there were no reports of 
casualties. 

Fighting which erupted 
Sunday had lulled on Mon- 
day after the deadline was 
set, the DPIK said. 

Around 2,500 refugees, 
almost all of them women 
and children, flooded to 
offices of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) in the 
main northern Iraqi city of 
Erbil. UNHCR officials 
said. 

U.N. agencies and non- 
government organisations 
later worked out a plan to 
distribute food, water, 
clothing, shelter and med- 
ical care to the refugees, 
many of whom suffered 
from sun stroke and diar- 
rhoea, they added. 

Temperatures soared to 
47 degrees Celcius- 


Two thousand Iranian sol- 
diers armed with light and 
heavy artillery crossed into 
northern Iraq on Thursday 
to attack rebel bases, the 
Iraqi-based DPIK said Sun- 
day. 

It said the soldiers pushed 
50 kilometres inside 

Iraq to bombard a DPIK 
camp in Koi Sanjaq where 
Iranian Kurdish rebels live 
with their families. 

But DPIK spokesman 
Mustafa Amin said his 
group was determined to 
resist the Iranian offensive 
and would ignore the dead- 
line to leave Koi Sanjaq. 

“We are ready to resist 
Iranian forces. We will stay 
in the district,” he told AFP 
by telephone, adding that 
all women and children had 
left for Erbil. 

Mr. Amin said the Irani- 
ans had destroyed half of 
the DPIK offices as well as 
13 homes. 

An AFP correspondent in 
Koi Sanjaq said a hospital 
was also damaged by Iran- 
ian shells, and that damage 
to a power plant near the 
camp cut electricity to Eitoil 
for die past 24 hours. The 
Iranian government did not 
confirm the intervention but 
said it shelled rebel posi- 


tions inside Kurdish-con- 
trolled northern Iraq on 
Sunday, killing eight guer- 
rillas, in a bid to halt cross- 
border attacks. 

Mr. Amin denied any 
guerrillas had been killed. 

An Iranian general, Far- 
dar Dayfei. told AFP in Koi 
Sanjaq that Tehran troops 
launched the incursion in 
response to cross-border 
raids by DPIK guerrillas 
that left Iranian civilians 
dead earlier this month. 

The general said the fight- 
ing stopped early Monday 
and that his forces would 
leave northern Iraq in the 
near future. The Iranian 
army had suffered no casu- 
alties, he added 

Hie Iraqi government 
summoned Iran’s charge 
d’affaires in Baghdad to 
protest the incursion and 
demand that Tehran imme- 
diately withdraw its troops. 

“A force of nearly 3,000 
Revolutionary Guards on 
Sunday occupied parts of 
the village of Koi Sanjaq,” a 
foreign ministry 

spokesman said. 

The village was “shelled 
heavily, causing several 
dead and wounded among 
civilians and causing con- 
siderable damage,” he said. 


quoted by the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA). 

The main armed Iranian 
opposition group, the Peo- 
ple’s Mujahedeen, also 
condemned the Iranian mil- 
itary incursion and vowed 
to support the Kurdish 
guerrillas. 

Massud Rajavi, head of 
the People's Mujahedeen 
which also has bases in 
Iraq, said in a statement: 
“We are standing side-by- 
side by our Kurdish compa- 
triots and brothers against 
this evil clerical regime. 

“This is not the first time 
that the religious, terrorist 
dictatorship has taken 
advantage of the circum- 
stances in northern Iraq 
and invaded the area to 
bombard and kill the Kurds 
and Iranian Kurdish 
groups,” said Mr. Rajavi, 
whose group is also based 
in Iraq. 

“The international ’ com- 
munity's silence towards 
these crimes has so 
emboldened the regime that 
it officially claims responsi- 
bility” he added, urging 
the Security Council to take 
an immediate stance on the 
attack. 


Jordan denies any role 
in Iraqi coup attempt 


By Mervat Suwadeb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan 
denied Monday that it bad 
any role in an alleged plot 
to topple the Iraqi regime 
and reiterated that it “does 
not intervene” in Iraq's 
internal affairs. 

“Jordan has never been 
involved in any plot to top- 
ple the Iraqi regime or 
assassinate the Iraqi presi- 
dent, I categorically deny 
this,” Minister of Informa- 
tion Marwan Muasher told 
an informal press briefing 
Monday. 

Dr. Muasher's comments 
were in reaction to a state- 
ment made by an Iraqi 
opposition leader in which 
he accused the United 
Sates, Jordan and “another 
country in the region” of 
plotting to overthrow the 
regime of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Mohammad Baqer Al 
Hakim, president of the 
Supreme Council for the 
Iranian-based Islamic Rev- 
olution in Iraq (SCIRI) said 
25 to 30 Republican 
Guards officers were exe- 
cuted after the Iraqi author- 
ities uncovered the plan. 


“The American Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
did not move in a deter- 
mined and loyal manner, 
despite its expressed desire 
for changing the situation 
in Iraq.” Mr. Hakim said in 
a Reuters report 

“Some 150 officers from 
the Republican Guards 
have been arrested of 
whom 25 to 30 were exe- 
cuted in mid-July,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

He reportedly accused the 
CIA of working only to 
achieve its own goals and 
interests even if that led to 
bloodshed and the disclo- 
sure of people working 
with it 

Mr. Hakim did not say 
who made the coup attempt 
but Reuters quoted what it 
called SCIRI sources as 
saying Washington had 
paid $5 milli on to Iyad 
Elawi, leader of the Iraqi 
National Accord, which is 
based in Jordan, to try to 
topple President Saddam. 

SCIRI sources said Mr. 
Hakim had been aware of 
the attempt but did not want 
to become involved due to 
doubts about its chances of 
success. 


Mubarak, Christopher meet 


WASHINGTON (AFP.) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Monday began 
a three-day visit here cen- 
tred on fighting terrorism 
and advancing peace in the 
Middle East under new 
Israeli leadership. 

Mr. Mubarak began a 
packed schedule of meet- 
ings at Blair House, the 
official residence for visit- 
ing beads of state, by wel- 
coming Anthony Lake. 
President Bill Clinton’s 
national security adviser, 
the White House said. 

He then sat down with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher before holding 
talks with John Deutch, the 
director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

The meetings were 
described as initial discus- 
sions on issues that were to 


be followed up when Mr. 
Mubarak goes to the White 
House on Tuesday to meet 
with Mr. Clinton and Vice- 
President Al Gore. 

The visit by the Epprian 
leader coincides with the 
return to Washington of 
U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross who is trying 
to relaunch peace efforts 
following the election two 
months ago of right-wing 
Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu. 

The U.S. administration, 
which had backed Shimon 
Peres in the Israeli election, 
has been struggling to 
ensure that gains made 
under previous agreements 
are not lost because of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s more hawkish 

approach. 


Investigators continue fishing for clues: 


FBI suspects bomb caused 
TWA Flight 800’s crash 


EAST MORICHES (AFP.) 
— Investigators Monday 
were hoping to retrieve 
key pieces of TWA Flight 
800 wreckage from the 
Atlantic that would reveal 
the cause of the crash that 
killed all 230 people 
aboard. 

The U.S. navy was rein- 
forcing its operations to 
bring up more pieces of 
the Boeing 747. which 
exploded in mid-air July 
17 off the coast of long 
island. 

A specially equipped 
U.S. navy ship, the Grap- 
ple, was due to join a sister 
ship, the Grasp, in the 
retrieval effort, Robert 
Francis, vice-chairman of 
the National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board (NTSB), 
said in a CNN television 
interview early Monday. 

Separately, CNN said the 
Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation was close to declar- 
ing the explosion was 
caused by a bomb, thus 
taking over the investiga- 
tion from the NTSB. 

Citing unnamed sources 
close to the investigation, 
CNN said that a bomb 
located in the left forward 
part of the plane, in the 
baggage area behind the 
cockpit, would have 
caused the plane to break 
up in mid-air. 


But investigators contin- 
ued to insist they were pur- 
suing all options, with the 
three main theories being 
the crash was caused by a 
mechanical malfunction, a 
bomb or a missile. 

Mr. Francis said that 
depending on continued 
favourable weather condi- 
tions and equipment func- 
tioning, investigators were 
hoping to bring up debris, 
especially from the wreck- 
age field where part of the 
forward area of the plane 
fell, including die first- 
class cabin. 

The rest of the plane 
plunged into the Atlantic 
2.4 kilometres farther 
along the plane’s flight 
path. 

According to Mr. Fran- 
cis, investigators still have 
not found any chemical 
residue on victims' 
remains or plane debris 
chat would indicate a bomb 
caused the explosion of 
Paris-bound Flight 800, 
1 1-1/2 minutes after it left 
New York’s John F. 
Kennedy International Air- 
port. 

Asked in a CNN inter- 
view Sunday whether any 
such trace had been found, 
he simply replied: “No.” 

In Washington Monday, 
President Bill Clinton has 
called a White House 


meeting with administra- 
tion officials and congres- 
sional leaders to discuss 
new anti-terrorist mea- 
sures after the TWA crash 
and the fatal bombing Sat- 
urday at the summer 
Olympics in Atlanta. 

As of early Monday, 159 
bodies of the 230 vic tims 
had been recovered, and 
among those 154 were 
identified, investigators 
said. 

Relatives of those who 
died in the crash of TWA 
Flight 800 expressed 
anger Monday at the slow 
retrieval of the bodies from 
the ocean floor. 

“We are very concerned 
at the rate of return erf our 
loved ones,” said Joseph 
Lychner, who lost his wife 
and two young daughters 
in the July 17 crash. He 
added that “the rate of 
return has diminished con- 
sistently and now we feel 
as though we are at the 
point of getting too few of 
our loved ones back.” 

‘Today, at this point, we 
still have 71 of our loved 
ones missing,” said Lychn- 
er, who has acted as a 
spokesman for the families 
gathered at a hotel near 
John F. Kennedy Airport. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are greeted by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Monday upon Their Majesties arrival at Amman Airport after 
their visit to the United Kingdom (Petra photo) 

King, Queen return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Monday strongly conde- 
mned terrorist attacks in 
Atlanta and the downing of 
the TWA plane over the 
Atlantic as barbaric actions 
committed against man- 
kind. 

“The perpetrators of the 
two crimes cannot be affil- 
iated or considered belong- 
ing to the human race as 
they are stripped of all 
sense of humanity and they 
lack any sense of morals or 
conscience,” the King said 
in remarks upon his return 
to Amman from a visit to 
the United Kingdom where 
he underwent a minor 


surgery and held talks with 
British leaders on the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

“These crimes are direct- 
ed against the whole world, 
against civilisation and 
mankind and they are con- 
demned acts of terrorism,” 
the King said. 

The King said he was 
feeling well after the 
surgery and thanked all 
the Arab leaders who 
enquired about his health. 

Asked to comment on the 
current developments in the 
region and his own efforts 
towards enhancing the 
peace process, he said: 
“You will soon hear about 
these efforts.” 


Returning with the King 
were Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, and the Jordanian 
delegation accompanying 
him. 

While in Britain, Queen 
Noor visited the annual air 
show in London in which 
the Jordanian Royal Fal- 
cons look part in a display 
over the British capital. 

The Queen, accompanied 
by several Royal family 
members, toured the Jor- 
danian wing and Inspected 
a display of items and 
posters depicting the devel- 
opment of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 


‘Netanyahu visits next week’ 
Jordan wants ‘clear basis’ for 
ties with Syria — Muasher 


By Mervat Suwadeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan said 
Monday that its was seek- 
ing to improve relations 
with Syria but stressed that 
such ties should have new 
“basis” characterised by 
mutual respect for the inter- 
ests of each country. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher told a 
press briefing that Jordan 
has received “positive sig- 
nals” from Damascus. 

“We want our relations 
with Damascus to be built 
on clear basis.” Dr. Muash- 
er said. “Each country 
should respect the interest 
of the other.” 

Dr. Muasher expressed 
hope that an imminent visit 
by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to Damascus will lead 
to a significant improve- 
ment in relations between 
the two countries. 

Relations between Jordan 
and Syria went sour fol- 
lowing the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty in October 1994. 


Syria, whose peace negotia- 
tions with Israel have been 
deadlocked since the Mid- 
dle East peace process was 
launched in 1991, wanted 
Jordan and the Palestinians 
delay agreement with Israel 
until Syria and Lebanon 
did so. 

Tension escalated 

between the two countries 
when Jordan accused Syria 
abetting groups that had 
planned more than 30 sabo- 
tage attempts against the 
Kingdom. 

However relations began 
to improve last June when 
King Hussein and Syrian 
President Hafez Assad held 
their first meeting in two 
years on the fringes of the 
Arab summit. During the 
meeting the King provided 
the Syrian president with a 
file that included details of 
all the sabotage attempts 
that were planned by Syri- 
an-based groups against 
the Kingdom. 

President Assad reported- 
ly promised to studv the 
file. 

Since then the two leaders 


spoke over the phone and 
Jordan announced that the 
King will visit Syria but no 
date has been set vet. 

At Monday's briefing. Dr. 
Muasher also announced 
that the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, Benyamin Netanyahu, 
will visit Jordan next week 
for talks with King Hussein 
on the future of the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s visit is 
the third to the Kingdom. 
He visited twice before as 
an opposition leader. 

It comes amid a flurry of 
diplomatic activity in the 
region aimed at securing 
the resumption of the 
frozen Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 

Jordan has voiced con- 
cern over Mr. Netanyahu's 
harsh stances regarding the 
peace process and his rejec- 
tion of the land-for-peace 
formula, the basis for the 
Middle East peace process. 

“We want die peace talks 
to resume on ail tracks,” 
Mr. Muasher told reporters. 
“This is our priority.” 


‘Netanyahu will meet with Arafat;’ PNA president wins Saudi support 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu plans to meet 
with Yasser Arafat after 
senior cabinet ‘ ministers 
have held talks with the 
Palestinian leader, a radio 
report said Monday. 

Israel army radio, quoting 
Eitan Bentsur, deputy direc- 
tor general of the foreign 
ministry, said Mr. 
Netanyahu planned to meet 
with Mr. Arafai after the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO) leader has 
held talks with Israel’s 


defence and finance minis- 
ters. 

The report, quoting Mr. 
Bentsur, said no date had 
been set for such a meeting. 

However, Mr. 

Netanyahu's spokesman 

Shai Bazak said Monday 
that Mr. Bentsur was not 
speaking for tbe prime min- 
ister. “We have no plans on 
this issue,” Mr. Barak said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Arafat 
won Saudi King Fahd’s 
support in his struggle with 
Israel over Jerusalem and 
its closure of die West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, an official 


said Monday in Jeddah. 

“Saudi Arabia will spare 
no effort to support the 
Palestinian Authority,” 
Palestinian Minister Saeb 
Erekat quoted King Fahd as 
elling Mr. Arafat during 
talks overnight Sunday in 
the Red Sea city of Jeddah. 

The problem of 
Jerusalem, which both 
Palestinians and Israelis 
claim as their capital, “con- 
cerns Saudi Arabia and all 
Arabs," the king was quot- 
ed as saying. 

Saudi Arabia backed 
Palestinian calls for an 


urgent meeting of the Al- 
Quds (Jerusalem) commit- 
tee, which is chaired by 
King Hassan II of Morocco, 
to examine new Israeli 
measures in the Holy City. 

Mr. Arafat on Saturday 
condemned a decision by 
Israel's supreme court to 
allow Jewish extremists 
into Jerusalem's HaramAl 
Sharif compound which 
contains Al Aqsa Mosque 
and die Dome of the Rock, 
the third holiest site in 
Islam after Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia. 

The Temple Mount Faith- 


ful want to destroy the 
mosques to rebuild the Jew- 
ish temple, destroyed by the 
Romans in 70 A.D. 

King Fahd also assured 
Mr. Arafat of his support 
after tens of thousands of 
Palestinians lost their jobs 
when Israel sealed off the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
for security reasons. 

“We are at your disposi- 
tion and what affects you 
concerns us." Dr. Erekat 
quoted the king as saying. 

Mr. Arafat and his delega- 
tion were to meet later 
Monday with Saudi offi- 


cials to discuss “practical 
steps” to counter the prob- 
lems, Dr. Erekat said with- 
out specifying how Saudi 
Arabia would contribute. 

In September Saudi Ara- 
bia, where more than 
100,000 Palestinians live, 
gave SJOO million to the 
Palestinian Authority as 
part of its promised contri- 
bution to financing Pales- 
tinian autonomy. 

Mr. Arafat also held talks 
with Saudi Defence Minis- 
ter Prince Sultan. 







2 nome & Middle Last News 


One dead, 10 hurt 


in Algeria explosion 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
bomb explosion in a tea 
house in the Algerian capital 
killed one person and injured 
10 others Monday, Algerian 
security services said. 

Sirens blaring ambulances 
rushed to the El Biar district 
of Algiers, as security ser- 
vices evacuated the injured 
and cordoned off the area 
around the "Chateauneuf’ 
tea house situated close to a 
police station, witnesses 
reported, 

The home-made bomb 
exploded at 12:50 p.m. (1 150 
GMT), according to a securi- 
ty services statement, quoted 
by the Algerian' official press 
agency. 

Monday’s incident was the 
fourth attack on a cafe since 
mid-July when a new flare- 
up of violence began after 
President Liamine Zeroual 
resumed talks with the oppo- 
sition to by to find a way to 
end Algeria’s civil war. The 
dialogue excludes the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), despite a request 
by some parties that the fun- 
damentalist organisation 
should be included 

On July 17, a bomb blast in 
a cafe in Blida, 50 kilometres 
south of the capital, left four 
dead and 26 injured 

Three days later, between 
seven and nine people were 
killed by a bomb in a cafe in 
Kolea, 40 kilometres to the 
west of Algiers. 

Last Thursday, another 
bomb caused damage, but no 
casualties in a cafe-restaurant 
in Tizi Ouzou, east of 
Algiers. The owner of the 
premises spotted the device 
and placed it in his cold store 


before clearing the cafe- 
restaurant 

Amid the intensified vio- 
lence, the radical Armed 
Islamic Group (GIA) on Sat- 
urday announced that its 
ousted leader Djamel 
Zitouni, alias Abou Abder- 
'. rahmane Amine, had been 
killed In an ambush.” 

According to Saturday's 
statement Mr. Zitouni was 
killed July 16 by dissident 
members of the organisation 
which is the most radical of 
the groups fighting the mili- 
tary-backed regime and is 
opposed to any dialogue with 
it 

Algeria was plunged into 
civil war after the military 
regime cancelled a second 
round of elections in January 
1992, which the FIS was 
poised to win. 

Between 50.000 and 
70,000 people have died in 
die subsequent conflict. 

Also Monday, an explosion 
caused by a gas leak in a 
building in central Algiers, 
left five people slightly 
injured, Algerian television 
reported 

Witnesses to that blast said 
they had seen at least seven 
people injured but they 
.could not comment on their 
condition. 

Police cordoned off the 
area around the building and 
kept journalists at bay. while 
several ambulances were 
seen heading towards die 
area. . . 

Meanwhile in Paris, die 
foreign ministry announced 
that French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette will travel 
to Algeria this week in a bid 
to improve strained relations 


between die two countries. 

Mr. De Charette, invited by 
his Algerian counterpart 
Ahmed Attaf, will visit Alge-. 
ria on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, the' ministry said in a 
statement 

The trip follows “close and 
friendly relations that France 
and Algeria hope to main- 
tain," the statement said, 
adding the visit had been dis- 
cussed since early this year. 

Relations, have been 
strained however, since 
Algeria’s military-backed 
government cancelled Jariu- 
. ary 1992 legislative elections 
the Islamic Salvation Front 
was expected to win amid 
anger over unemployment 
and corruption. 

In the latest and most grue- 
some attack on French 
nationals, Muslim militan ts 
kidnapped seven French 
Trappist monks in a remote 
region south of Algiers. 

■ The terrorist attacks, 
including die December 
1994 hijacking of an Air- 
France jetliner and a deadly 
bombing wave in' France 
from July to October 1995, 
were aimed at pressuring 
. France to its aid to the former 
colony with which it main- 
tains close economic ties. 

Last October, French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac suggest- 
ed a link between French aid 
and Algerian democratic 
reform, and. the attacks sub- 
sided. . 

But his talk of reform 
angered Algerians sensitive 
to French interference in 
internal affairs, and President 
Liamine- Zeroual cancelled a . 
planned meeting with Mr. 

. Chirac at the United Nations. 


PALESTINIAN LABOURERS WORK AT A WEST BANK SETTLEMENT. Pales- 
tinian labourers at work on the roof of a new apartment block Monday in front of 
some of the thousands of existing red-roofed apartments which make this Jewish set- 
tlement the largest in the West Bank. Settlers expect Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to lift restrictions on housing construction in the West Bank arid Gaza; 
making room for 50,000 new settlers (see page 12 story) (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon 
court rejects 
appealby 
Mossad agent 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese 
military court turned do wn on 
Monday an appeal by a 
Lebanese Mossad agent sen- 
tenced to death for carrying 
out a 1994 blast that killed 
three people in a Beirut sub- 
urb. 

Judge Amin Nassar of the 
military court rejected in a 
court session the appeal by 
Ahmad Hallaq who was 
found guilty on June 19 of the 
December 1994 bombing. 

The court had said Mr. Hal- 
laq was instructed by die 
Israeli intelligence agency 
Mossad to cany out the 
bombing which killed 
Hizbollah security official 
Fouad Moughneyeh and two 
others in the pro-Iranian 
group's stronghold in south- 
ern Beirut. 

The court’s response to the 
appeal was that "the reasons 
filed in the appeal do not lead 
to the annulment of the sen- 
tence and the ruling has 
become irrevocable.” 


Opposition party says 5th member detained 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A Jordanian 
opposition party announced 
that one of its leader was 
arrested at dawn Sunday in 
relation, for .the party’s 
opposition to the govern- 
ment's plans to lift bread 
subsidy. 

Nidal Ghanem, a member 
of the Jordan Peoples 


Democratic Party (Hashd) 
and head of the Zarqa 
branch, had -his house, 
searched ■' before • being':* 
apprehended by 'seblirity' 1 , 
Forces, a statement : 
released by Hashd. 

Mr. Ghanem became the - 
fifth member that Hashd 
claimed being apprehended 
by the security forces, since 
July 21 when more than 
nine ' opposition parties 


joined by political activists 
and union members staged . 
.a sit-jn in .front of Parlia- : 
ment'to’protfest' the 'govern- > 
ment’s ifiovd;-"' . ■ 

’ ’ A ' spdke solan ' for Has lid' 
told the Jordan Times that- 
one of its two leaders, 
Mithkal Zenati. who was ■ 
detained by authorities last 
week for the same reason, 
was released Monday. 

The spokesman, who did 


not wish to be 'identified, 
added that Mohammad 
Kh!ali]; the secoa'd'Hashd 
leader, who was preparing a 
’■’Sit-in ttiwn-toft - Salt, 

was still in de(ehtforL 
In a related development, 
a member of the Jordan - 
Democratic Popular Unity 
Party, Misbah Ahmad, who 
also joined last week’s- sit- 
in, Monday was detained 
by .the authorities for 14 


h’ours, he told the Jordan 
Times. He said that security' 
forces searched his house 
'Mondhy-' midnight'- then 
-appsMierided hiranfor ques- 
tioning.' ^ 

“What is annoying is 
.apprehending me for ques- 
■tioning • at ' midnight 
although I told them I can 
come at any time” during 
the day, Mr. Ahmad said. 
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Iraq patrols test Turkey’s new Islamist prime minister 

ISTANBUL (R) — Islamist Prime .Turkey’s ■ influential military, keep his wary Welfare MPs in line. have to persuade many of his 15V 


ISTANBUL (R) — Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan faces 
his first foreign policy test on Tues- 
day when a sceptical Turkish parlia- 
ment votes on extending U.S.-led air 
operations protecting Kurds in 
northern Iraq. 

Analysts and foreign diplomats 
expect narrow approval for an 
extension of Operation Provide 
Comfort, which uses an air base- in 
southern Turkey to protect northern 
Iraqi Kurds from Baghdad's forces. 

However, the issue has trapped 
Mr. Erbakan between the sharp anti- 
Western rhetoric of his own Welfare 
Party and the demands of Turkey's 
NATO allies, particularly the United 
States, to maintain the pressure on 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 


.Turkey's - influential military, 
which sees the allied air patrols as a 
good way to track Kurdish separatist 
rebels based inside Iraq; is also keen 
to. win the extension. 

A senior Welfare Party official said 
the Islamists would take a binding 
decision ahead of the -vote, suggest- 
ing Mr. Erbakan was confident he 
could win over hisdeputies. 

“Those MPs who have problems 
with the extention of...Ptovide Com- 
fort can voice it'in Welfare’s group 
meeting," Deputy Chariman Ahmet 
Tekdal told Anatolian news agency. 

"But the course to follow in things 
that serve the state's interest is 
decided in the parliament," he said. 

Key to the vote, analysts say. is the 
extent to which Mr. Erbakan can 


keep his wary Welfare MPs in line. 
The prime minister, who took office 
one month ago, has already softened 
his own anti-Western statements. 

“My best gueSs is that it will go 
through but it is by no means an 
absolute certainty.” said one NATO 
diplomat. “A lot depends on whether 
Welfare will deliver." 

Last week. Turkey's powerful 
National Security Council chaired 
by the prime minister but dominated* 
by the military chiefe. called on par- 
liament to renew the operation. It 
has never been overruled on the 
issue. 

Ultra-nationalist MPs, backed by 
much of the main conservative 
opposition, are expected to vote 
“no.” meaning Mr. Erbakan will 


have to persuade many of his 159 
deputies . to abandon their, election 
pledges to abolish the force. 

Mr. Erbakan can also count on the 
backing of his own coalition part- 
ners. led by pro-Westem Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller. . 

Critics say Provide Comfort, hur- 
riedly put in place after the 1991 
Gulf war to stem a flood of Iraqi 
Kurdish refugees into Turkey, 
impinges on Turkish sovereignty 
and is laying the groundwork for a 
Kurdish state carved out from lraq. 

They also charge the force has cre- 
ated a power vacuum exploited by 
Kurdish separatists battling Ankara 
for greater autonomy. More than 
19,500 people have died in the 
insurgency. 
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Sudanese-Eritrean 
border tension rising 


* 


ASMARA (R) —Tension en 
the border between Sudan 
and Eritrea is rising with 
.Sudanese rebel groups based 
in Eritrea saying they are 
mounting attacks into eastern 
Sudan. 

Western diplomats mean- 
while said Sudan's armed 
forces had received a number 
of helicopter gunships from 
eastern Europe in the last six 
months, for 1 possible use 
‘against rebel groups. 

“We Ore aware that Sudan 
has bought, helicopter gun- 
ships from eastern Europe,” a . 
Western diplomat told 
Reuters at the Weekend. 

An aid official in the region 
said the gunships were 
believed to be Ukranian but • 
the diplomats could not con- 
firm tins. 

■ “It is no secret Eritrea is 
increasing its military pres- 
ence along all parts- of the 
border with Sudan,” added a 
foreign aid agency - which 
travels frequently from 
■ Asmara to die border with 
Sudan. ■ 

“There is no reason to 
believe Sudan is not doing 
the same." 

A spokeswoman for the 
UN. World Food- Pro- 
gramme said the agency had 
suspended - its food move- ■ 
merit operations in . eastern 


' Sudan from July 8 because of 
insecurity including two 
mine blasts. 

She said most' of the 24‘ 
refugee camps for a total of * 
140,000 Eritreans in east 
Sudan had enough food to 
last until October. . *. 

Sudan said last - week its . 
armed forces had repulsed an 
attack by forces from deep 
inside Eritrea on the Jebel • 

- Abu Gamal post to die west 
of the border strip between 
Sudan and Eritrea. • 

It did not specify whether^ 
the forces were Eritrean or . 
Sudanese. -Eritrea denied any 
‘ involvement in last week's 
raid. 

A Sudanese opposition 
allian ce based in the Eritrean ' 
capital Asmara said its forces, 
were responsible.and quoted 
a traveller from die area as 
saying Sudanese troops 
brought three dead to the 
eastern Sudanese border 
town of Kassala after the- 
attack. 

.The leader of a mqjor. 
Sudanese opposition party 
said die raid was the work of . 

• the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA). a coalition 
of Sudanese opposition - 
groups. '• Its leaders plan to • 
meet in Asmara within . a 
month. • 



Sharon opposes 
to build Jordan-Israel 
airport in Aqaba Gulf 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s hardline infrastruc-. 
ture minister, Ariel Sharon, 
is opposed to plans to build 
a ’joint ' Israeli-Jordanian 
airport near the ' Gulf of 
Aqaba on the Red Sea, a 
ministry spokesman said 
Monday. 

The project for the airport 
serving the Red Sea resorts 
of Aqaba and Eilat five 
kilometres away in Israel, 
was, drawn up by the previ- 
ous labour ' government' 
after it signed peace with 
Jordan in October 1994. 

But Mr. Sharon instead 
wants a new airport serving 
Eilat to be built on Israeli 
territory so it remains under 
the Jewish state's full con- 
trol, die ministry 


spokesman said. • • 

• However, he is in favour, 
of plans to build a power 
plant near Aqaba .to run .on 
Qatari gas and provide 
electricity to Israel. 

Israel signed a letter of 
intention' with the U.S. 
energy company Enron last 
October to imp’oft liquefied 
natural gassfrofn Qatar: . 

In Amman, a local news: 
paper. Monday quoted 
Minister of Transport Nass-. 
er Lawzi as saying initial 
plans for the construction 
of the. joint' airport were 
worked out by experts from 
Jordan. -Israel and the U.S. ;. 

He said the cost of build-V 
ing the joint airport would 
amount to $80-120 million. 


Lebanon court rejects 
appeal by Mossad agent 


BEIRUT (R) — ; A 

Lebanese military, court 
turned down on Monday an 
appeal by a Lebanese 
Mossad agent sentenced to 
death for carrying out a 
1994 blast that killed three 
people Lh a Beirut suburb. 

Judge Amin Nassar of the 
military court rejected in a 
court session the appeal by - 
Ahmad Hallaq who was 
found guilty on June 19 of 


the December 1994 bomb- 
ing. 

The court had said Mr.- 
Hallaq was instructed by 
the Israeli Intelligence 
agency Mossad to cany out 
- the bombing which killed 
Hizbollah security ' official 
Fouad Moughneyeh and 
two others in the pro-Iran- 
ian group's stronghold in 
southern Beirut. 
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15:03 ... 
15:30 .. 

Captain Planet 

15:55 — 
19:00 ... 


19:10.. 
22H)0 ... 
2220... 

Olympic Games 

PRAYER TIMES 
04:15 _ Fair 



12:42 .. 


16:23 .. 


19^ttr_. 



21:09.. 


. ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 


A mman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-sp eaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
Hie Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

F.ngHsh- ^p caldng 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
61419a 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaideh ..736011 
Dc Bilal AlSayyid 890280 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swtifieh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637+40. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

■Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteombgy. 

Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures around average and winds 
northwesterly moderate to . 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active and 
seascalm. 

Amman 20/31 


Aqaba .. . 25/40 

Deserts 19/35 

Jordan V&Hey 25/39 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent, 
Aqaba 3 J percent 


Dr. ffisbam Kan ’an — 790286 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 765018 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 . 

Al Asema pharmacy ...637055 
AI Salara pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy ......644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...623672 

Nq'flb pharmacy 847632 

ERBED: 

Dc Ahmad Qatio J28I4S4 

Al Quds pharmacy — 1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad ....985550 

KhaKfefa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ..637111 

CM Defence Dept :.661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 . 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 • 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police. -843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


Public Security Department 


D2WLV 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 6058OQ 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — .'.....897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ...787111. 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623-101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

' Water Authority. 630100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

..815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

' 53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. ..-64428 1 /6 
Akileh Maternity. — 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

.’..642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636 140 

. Palestine, Shmebanl ....607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ——.669131 
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University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9- 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Basfiir...: .7751 1 1/26 

- Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 6741 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart- 

-and Special Surgery S65199 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

.'......(09)900560 

Ibn Sfna Hospital ..(09j9S6732 
AI HBtma Modern Hospital 

1091990990 

KBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital' 

.....(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

L— (.02)272275 

Ibn Al .Nafees Hospital 
'. .’..{02)247 100 


10:35 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

I(k50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ ) 

17:20 ^ Cairo r.RJj 

17:3ft London {RJ) 

17:40 r .Fran (dm (RJ) 

■ 18:25 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 




02:50. Madrid tRJ) 

Other Flights . 

05:40 London (BA), 

13:40 

14:00 

Abu Dhabi iCF) 

14:00 


16:00 .. 


16:30 


19 J5-.:..' 

....Amsterdam (KL) 

20^0 




21:10 


22d)0 

Tel Aviv fl Y) 

00^5 

...Bucharest 4RO) 

03:00 

Kuwait (KL) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA ' 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
-08:00 1 Damascus {RJ) 


08:25 Sanaa /RJ) 

10:15 ..Abu Dhabi, AT Ain (RJ) 
10£0 ...Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Wings iRW) Flights 

OthSO .Aqaba (RW) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES . 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

' 06:35 Beirut tRJ ) 

09:30 Amsterdam. New fork 
(RJ) ' - 

12:10 Vienna, Frankfun i RJ) 
12:15 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

13:00 .......Geneva, Brussels 

(RJ) 

13:10 Paris-(RJ) 


13:15 _ Cairo tRJ) 

14:05 — . ..i. —'—London (RJ) 

14:55 — -Madrid (RJ) 

21d0 . JLamaca (RJ) 

21:20 ! -Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ). 

21:45 .'...Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:20 ...Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
22:30 Kuala Lumpur. Singapore 
. (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:45 .........Beirut (ME) 

09:15 — London (BA) 

10:15 ................Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Abu Dhabi. A) ‘Ain Mus- 
canGFl ’ 

15?50 Riyadh (SVi 

15:45 ....*. Munich (YP) 

17:00 — Rome (AZ) 

17:30 : ...... — J3ubhi (Elt) 

20:45 a — K uwait (KL) 

21:20 — ......Aden (IY) 

23:10 ........ ...Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:55 ......Bucharest i.RO) 


04:00 .Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
10:00 Aqaba (Marka Airport 
(RW) 

20:30 Aqaba {Marka Airport 
proceeding-to QAIA) (RW) 


huaz railway train 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 pm. every 1 
Monday 


Dep. Damascus 

7 JO am 

every Sunday 


Arr. Amman 5:00 

pan. every 

Sunday . 

m 

MARKET PRICES ' 

Upper/loHVr price in fils per kg' .- 

Annie. 

. Banana... 

.-600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) 320020 

Banana run ported). 

— BO(W600 

Cabbage 

J(6(V270 

Carrot ^ 

UXV90 

Cauliflower 

22005* 

Cucumber flarge) ... 

.. v .200/120 

•Cucumber (.small) .. 

.,.350000 

Eggplant 

^...J9W120 

Garlic 


Graces 

479/300 

Lemon ;. 

600/400 

Marrow. ( large) 

250/150 

Marrow (small) .... 

^.’^380050 

Mulukhiah ._. 

.320/80 

Onion fdiy) .. 

150/80 

Okra 

700^00 

Orange ' _ 

...450000 

Pea. 

1650/400 

Pear .*.. • 

72(i?00 

Peach 1 

720/500. 

Pepper (hot) 

320/200 

Pepper (sweerr.. 

‘...300/200 

Potato 4 ..., ^ 

_.J320/22Q. 

String Bean...*.. 

._j650WO0 

Sweet melon .. m 

2X0/140 

Tomato..... 

S-iiono 


Water melon'. 


.120/70 
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Family guidance centre to be 
officially inaugurated in Zarqa 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Family 
Guidance and Awareness 
Centre in Zarqa has been 
operating for four months 
offering services to dozens 
of people, and today this 
community help vehicle 
will be officially inaugurat- 
ed by HRH Princess 
Basina. 

\ The centre, which started 
operating in April, is affili- 
ated to the Zarqa Home 
Makers Association 
(ZHMA) and will offer 
social, psychological, legal 
and health guidance, 
according to Nadia Bush- 
naq. president of ZHMA. 

“We conducted compre- 
hensive studies within the 
Zarqa community and 
found that establishing such 


a centre will serve the 
^arqa community consider- 
ably," Ms. Bushnaq told the 
Jordan Times. 

The Zarqa community 
has a mixed social struc- 
^ ure » _ Ms. Bushnaq 
explained, adding that this 
situation causes many 
social dilemmas including 
family disunity, depression, 
school drop-outs and 
domestic violence. 

“We figured out that this 
centre was vital to help 
people and be their refer- 
ence in solving their prob- 
lems,” she said, adding rh’ai 
the centre will try to offer 
an objective solution to 
their problems. 

Future projects for the 
centre, Ms. Bushnaq said, 
include offering pro- 
grammes for the youth “so 
that they can do something 


useful in their spare time.” 

Moreover, Ms. Bushnaq 
said that plans are being 
studied to establish a senior 
citizens' day-care centre 
and a centre for battered 
women in Zarqa. 

“We have received sever- 
al assurances by different 
organisations to support us 
financially so we can pro- 
ceed with our future pro- 
jects,” Ms. Bushnaq said. 

The inauguration is 
scheduled for noon at the 
Zarqa Chamber of Trade. 

Princess Basma will pre- 
sent certificates to 22 grad- 
uates who will serve in the 
centre and to representa- 
tives of the various national 
and international organisa- 
tions that financially sup- 
ported the project, Ms. 
Bushnaq added. 


PNA seeks Jordan’s advice 
on administrative matters 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Palestinian Minister of 
Finance Mohammad Zuhdi Nashashibi is in 
Amman to request documents from the days 
Jordan was in charge of legal and adminis- 
trative matters in the West Bank. 

1 On Monday Mr. Nashashibi dis cussed 
with his Jordanian counterpart Marwan 
Awad, how the Palestinian self-rule areas 
can benefit from Jordan’s legislative experi- 
ence in finance, customs, income tax and 
land survey services. 

One request is particular was for tax relat- 
ed documents in use by Jordan in the Nablus 
area of the West Bank. 

Jordan severed administrative and legal 
ties with the West Bank in 198S. 

Mr Awad said the ministries departments 


would get to work straightaway to compile 
the required information, documents and 
related laws concerning the ownership of 
flats. 

He said that the PNA is interested in the 
functions of the A mman Financial Market, 
which he said, would also be supplied in 
these areas. 

According to Mr Awad. the two sides 
agreed to advance their cooperation in the 
areas of customs and income tax. 

In related news, Pales tinian Minister of 
Transport and Communications Ali Ibr ahim 
Qawasmeb is due in Amman next Sunday to 
discuss transport issues of concern to the 
two sides. He was invited by his Jordanian 
counterpart, Nasser Lawzi. 


Minister urges coordinated efforts 
to preserve Aqaba environment 
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By a Jordan Times '• 

■ Staff Reporter ;n 

Aqaba — Minister of Munici- 
pal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat Monday urged 
Aqaba's authorities to launch 
coordinated efforts to pre- 
serve the environment in Jor- 
g dan’s only outlet to the sea. 

Aqaba Deputy- Bader Riyati, 
who accompanied the minis- 
ter on the visit, agreed with 
. Dr. Tubeishat, saying that 
more environmental preserva- 
tion efforts are needed in the 
city in light of the fast devel- 
opment Aqaba is witnessing. 

He said environmental con- 
cerns necessitate reconsider- 
ing the location of the oil 


'"refinery which will be built in 
' the city. 

President of the Aqaba 
Region Authority Fayez Kba- 
sawneh said the authorities 
there have been working on 
improving environmental 
standards, pointing out that 
an environment unit was set 
up in 1994 to oversee the 
compliance of new projects 
with regulations on the envi- 
ronment. 

He said the unit will be 
developed into a department 
with larger responsibilities 
and resources. 

At a meeting with Aqaba 
Mayor Ryad Hilou, Dr. 
Tubeishat urged the Aqaba 
municipality to coordinate 
with governmental institu- 


tions and to fulfil its duties to 
the citizens under the. Munici- 
palities Law, saying that the 
minis try checks the work of 
municipalities and provides 
them with necessary support. 

Mr. Hilou highlighted the 
problems his municipality is 
facing in carrying out its 
duties, pointing out that a 
number of projects it has 
launched have increased its 
finan cial burdens. 

On Sunday, Dr. Tubeishat 
also visited the Quedra region 
where he was briefed by. offi- 
cials there on the needs of the 
district. 

The minister agreed to 
expand the borders of the dis- 
trict to include poultry farms 
in the area. 
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Concert by British Cavern Beatles Troupe / $m Carcnsat4beMhtfn 
attheSoathTbeatre at 8-36^ 

• Play entitled “Julia Domna* by Sharif. * .MwAsal Band* : fh<. M^aba xotitk Ceut:^ 

Kharindariyonpeat ArthnesTlieatreatSiW 

^Performance by Taipa Folk Dance Troupe 

ofTalwaa at the Sound and UgbtTheatre at : :.’ ,p.BU . VG. • : - G- T - .i '-’Li : S 

836 pm. : . w Poetryrec«^^fio«teJPw 

• P!ay entitled ‘TTte Boll, O Master* atX^- - ^ 

da Theatre at 930 p ^ 

Concert by artist Rami Sbrfhl.at Grae6a V| - p-m» - < i. 


Visiting Algerian minister reviews 
trade relations with Kabariti 


AMMAN (Petra) — At the 
start of meetings of a Jor- 
danian-Algerian economic 
committee Monday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti held talks with 
Algerian Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdul 
Karim Harsbawi about Jor- 
dan promoting mutual ties 
with Algeria and the North 
African country’s recently 
changed political and eco- 
nomic situation. 

The two sides reviewed 
economic and trade links 
between their countries 
and emphasised their 
intention to develop bilat- 
eral relations. 

Following the meeting, 
Mr. Hashrawi said that he 
briefed the Prime Minister 
about the political and eco- 
nomic situation in Algeria 
saying that conditions 
there have improved in the 
past few months especially 
at the political level. 

Prior to the talks. Minis- 
ters of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb, who H'as 
present at the meeting at 
the prime ministry, and Mr. 
Harshawi reviewed and 
endorsed agreements 


based on an accord 
reached in the past two 
days by a Jordanian-Alger- 
ian preparatory committee, 

The preparatoiy commit- 
tee had drawn up draff 
plans to be formally signed 
by die two ministers in the 
coming two days covering 
measures to encourage 
investments, prevent dual 
taxation, and develop 
transport and cultural and 
educational cooperation 
between the two sides. 

The formation of major 
economic blocs around the 
world during the recent 
years, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
said, induced Arab states to 
follow suit and make the 
creation of a united Arab 
economic alliance essen- 
tial. 

During the three-day 
ministerial meetings, Mr. 
Abul Ragheb said, the two 
sides will sign an agree- 
ment for the creation of a 
free trade zone. 

The agreement is valid 
for one year and can be 
\ renewed automatically 
'with the consent of both 
countries in order to 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Monday receives Algerian Minister of Trade 
and Industry Abdul Karim Harshawi (third from Left) at the prime Ministry (Petra 
photo) 


encourage trade exchan- 
ges, he added. 

Another meeting held 
with Minister of Finance 
Marwan Awad to review 


economic ties ensured Mr. 
Hashrawi that the talks 
will lead to very strong 
economic cooperation 
between the two countries, 
he later stated. 


Aero g to Mr Awad, 
thei . . ust opportunities 

for increasing Jordanian 
exports to Algeria although 
the current balance of trade 
is in Jordan's favour . 


Kingdom 
to get 
Italian 
grant 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Italy 
said it ,wiU. grant Jordan a 
loanw.of . 20. billion Italian 
lire ($13.5 million) to help 
the country cany out its 
economic reform pro- 
gramme as agreed with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 

According to an agree- 
ment signed at the Ministry 
of Planning Monday, the 
one per cent interest loan, 
to be repaid over the next 
30 years with a 12-year 
grace period, will also be 
used to finance Jordan’s 
imports of Italian com- 
modities. 

“This is the second loan 
from the Italian govern- 
ment to Jordan granted on 
a similar basis, and we 
were very happy with the 
results of the first loan," 
said Francesco Cerulli, 
Italian ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

“It is not a large amount 
of money but we have 
already indicated to the 
Minister of Pl anning that 
we will increase it in the 
future when this fund has 
been used," the ambas- 
sador said. 

Signing on Jordan's 
behalf was Minister of 
P lannin g Rim a Kbalaf. 


Jobless poet continues hunger strike 


By JRana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A Jordanian poet who 
has been on a hunger strike for the 
past week because he has been job- 
less since 1990, said he will starve 
himself to death unless his problem 
is solved. 

Mohammad Ibrahim 

leading member of the Jc 

Writers Society (JWS); said his strike 
was a form of protest “because of the 
lack of job opportunities in the past 
six years.” 

Tired and pale, Mr. Lafi said his sit- 
uation deteriorated to the extent that 
he had no money to buy himself 
food, which forced him to stage his 
strike, he added. 

Mr. Lafi, who is temporarily resid- 
ing and thus staging his strike at the 
JWS, returned to the Kingdom in 
1990, after residing temporarily in 
Lebanon and Syria. He said he has 
been looking for a job since his 
return, “but all the doors were closed 
in my face," he added 

“Seeking a job has distracted me 
from my real life which is writing 
poetry and trying to improve my cre- 
ative thinkin g and writing," Mr. Lafi 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

He charged that he had sought a job 
at the Ministry of Culture and other 
government cultural organisations 
when, he returned to the Kingdom, 
but was not fortunate in his search. 

Mr. Lafi also said that the main rea- 
son he was unable to obtain a job was 
his firm stand towards the peace 
process and normalisation with 
Israel. 

“It has been noticed recently after 
the recent political developments in 
the Arab World, that there has been 
intensive attempts on the part of the 
Arab political officials to subdue die 


freedom of creativity among intellec- 
tuals in what I describe as the battle 
of normalisation with Israel," Mr. 
Lafi said. 

Mr. Lafi also complained that poets 
cannot live only on their literary 
works, demanding that government 
institutes should adopt poets and pro- 
vide them with a suitable work. 

Wfien ^sjk^d ;why Mr. Lafi did not 
attempf,^- a job aft^r hjis first. 
jolE^ntjing trials. ■Mr.'Xafi said: “I 
an^pQt a beggar, and I have my dig- 
nity' and as a creative person I have a 
high sensitive character, and trying to 
seek a job hi ts me hard.” 

Instead, Mr. Lafi said, the responsi- 
bility should lie on government insti- 
tutes to encourage and support unem- 
ployed poets and writers, adding that 
currently “there are SO writers and 
poets who are jobless, 40 of them 
work on freelance basis." 


“ I am not a beggar, 
and I have my dig- 
nity and as a cre- 
ative person I have 
a high sensitive 
character, and try- 
ing to seek a job 

hits me hard.” 


Since his strike last Monday, Mr. 
Lafi said the only government reac- 
tion to his hunger strike were talks 


and promises made by Qassem Abu 
Ein, secretary general at the Ministry 
of Culture, “but there were no seri- 
ous offers.” 

“Since learning of Mr. Lafi’s strike, 
we have been trying to find him a 
suitable job as a poet either in Jordan 
or abroad,” Mr. Abu Ein said. 

The secretary general added that 
the ministry was qflaWe ro offer Nfr 
. JLafi a job that meeQ hJsJqualificai 
tidhs “because Mi.' Lafi does not 
carry the required degWiV T 

Employment at any* minis try or 
government institute, Mr. Abu Ein 
explained, requires that the job-seek- 
er apply to the Civil Service Com- 
mission, then they will be appointed 
at vaoqusgovemment institutes. 

“One of^the —main— crit eria fo r 
employment at the ministry is To" 
have a degree, which Mr. Lafi lacks " 
Mr. Abu Ein told the Jordan Times. 

He added that exceptions could be 
made if the higher authorities decide 
to grant him a job. 

“All we are capable of doing at the 
ministry is to support publishing his 
work or purchase some of his pub- 
lished collections and offer him a 
reward,” Mr. Abu Ein explained. 

Mr. Lafi began writing poetry in 
1973 and has published six collec- 
tions of his works. He participated in 
several Arab and local poetry festi- 
vals. 

"It is an open strike, and unless I 
am granted a suitable job that fits my 
qualifications as a poet by govern- 
ment institutes. I am planning to 
starve myself to death,” Mr. Lafi 
said. 

“I am not looking for a fortune or 
money, all I want is to be able to pro- 
vide a living away from my political 
beliefs, whereby I can write poetry 
which is my real fortune in life,” he 
said. 


Islamic council recommends 19-point plan for economic recovery 
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By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Council of Islamic 
Organisations and Societies in Jordan 
(CIOSJ) Monday handed the government 
its 19-poim plan, said to help improve the 
country’s economic situation and help 
adjust the balance of payments. . 

The plan, sent to the Prime Minister and 
the speakers of the Senate and the 
House of Parliament, suggested mainly the 

■ reduction of governmental staff including a 
proposal to replace ministers’ female secre- 

; taries with male ones, as women are, the 
1 organisation stressed, usually either finan- 
cially supported bv their husbands or tend 
to spend their salaries on non-essential 
. commodities. 

The plan comprises the following points 

and comments: . . 

1 Reduce the number of ministers in 

' the cabinet to 17 down from 31. Japan with 

" a population of 125-miffion people has only 

20 ministers, compared to Jordan where 

■ four and half million people are governed 
? bv 31 ministers. These ministers are costing 

the coumrv a fortune paid by the Jordanian 
taxpayers. In addition to their salaries, they 
receive per diems during their stays abroad, 
pensions for life and other allowances . 


2 — Close several Jordanian embassies 
abroad, especially those in remote countries 
which do not maintain any cultural, tourist 
or economic ties with Jordan. The embassy 
staff in these countries spend their time in 
recreational affairs concentrating only on 
their personal affairs and personal inter- 
ests. Many countries reduced the number 
of embassies to cut on spending. 

3 — Reduce to a bare minimum the num- 
ber of employees in Ionian’s embassies or 
consulates abroad. 

4 — Levy a three per cent tax on Jordan- 
ian people’s investments in foreign banks. 

5 — Abolish all forms of extravagance 
and lavish spending on government offices ■ 
especially upon the foimation of new cabi- 
nets or the replacement of secretaries gen- 
eral of ministries. The renting of new 
buildings should be avoided due to higher 
rents. 

6 — Avoid the use of any luxury cars: 
only the prime minister is entitled to use a 
Mercedes. In other countries ministers use 
small cars or bicycles. 

7 — Each Jordanian working abroad or 
receiving a salary from abroad should be 
charged a sum of JD 50 annually for the 
benefit of the treasury. 

S — Free use of government-owned cars 
by officials for their personal and family 


benefit should be stopped to save money on 
fuel and maintenance. 

9 — Reduce the number of conferences 
and seminars held in Jordan if the costs 
have- to be borne by the government. 

10 — Stop the practice of sending senior 
officials abroad for medical treatment if the 
state has to pay the bill. 

U — Reduce to a minimum the number of 
private telephones installed by the state in 
the homes of senior officials. These tele- 
phones are most often used for personal 
matters which the taxpayers have to pay. 

12 — Stop toe import of foreign expeits 
unless it is necessary.- It has been proven 
that foreign experts' knowledge does not 
exceed that of toe local experts but receive 
higher wages than toe locals. 

13 — Issue a governmental statement that 
it will purchase locally-produced wheat at 
JD 300 a tonne in order to encourage farm- 
ers to produce cereals more than tomatoes, 
tobacco, cucumbers and bananas. 

14 — Cancel any per diem payments to 
ministers and senior officials for attending 
conferences abroad whenever they are 
invited by toe foreign country which nor- 
mally foots their bills. Jordanian taxpayers 
should not pay for toe ministers’ gifts to 
their families and friends. 

15 — Resort to legal means that let influ- 


ential people pay their electricity and water 
bills on an equal footing with ordinary cit- 
izens. A great number of influential per- 
sonalities are indebted several million 
dinars for water and electricity consump- 
tion which they continue to receive free of 
charge. 

16 — Employ males as secretaries for 
ministers rather than females because males 
need the job to support families while a 
female usually is supported by her parents 
or husband. Many secretaries spend their 
income on buying non -essentia] commodi- 
ties. Some of them even borrow from their 
parents to buy luxury items. Some of toe 
female secretaries come from wealthy fam- 
ilies and only want to kill time at work and 
so deprive the needy of earning an income. 

17 — Reconsider toe education policy 
forcing universities and colleges ro provide 
training in fields needed by the local com- 
munity. Also 50 per cent of toe school 
graduates should be trained in a trade. 

18 — Deal with problems concerning 
semi-governmental firms facing losses 
mainly due to mismanagement. 

19 — Grant toe Audit Bureau more con- 
trol over public spending. 
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Remains returned as North 
Korean gets hero’s welcome 


PANMUNJOM, Korea (R) 
— North Korea Monday 
returned remains believed 
to be those of a U.S. pilot 
missing since the Korean 
War shortly after giving a 
hero’s welcome to a soldier 
who had drifted to South 
Korea on a swollen river. 

Both the handovers took 
place at the border village 
of Panmunjom, the only 
crossing point in the demili- 
tarized zone (DMZ) divid- 
ing the two Koreas. 

North Korean soldiers 
handed over an aluminium 
casket containing the re- 
mains to honour guards of 
the U.S.-led United Nations 
Command, who draped it 
with a blue U.N. flag. 

The remains were found 
in a joint U.S.-North Ko- 
rean search near the sus- 
pected crash site of a U.S. 
Air Force F-80C fighter 
some 100 kilometres north 
of Pyongyang, U.S. officials 
said. 

Shortly before the cere- 
mony North Korean Ser- 
geant Kim Young-Kil 
walked over to the northern 
part of the zone, shouting: 
“Hooray dear leader Com- 
rade Kim Jong-U." 

Kim was found Friday 
clinging to a log in the Imjin 
River in the South and was 
picked up by police under a 
bridge. The river flows 
through the heavily fortified 
DMZ. 

The Seoul Defence Mi- 
nistry said he told investiga- 


tors that he had aceidently 
reached the South and want- 
ed to go back. 

More than 50 North 
Korean civilians and sol- 
diers, some holding flowers, 
cheered and applauded as 
they saw Mr. Kim, who bad 
changed into a new army 
uniform provided by the 
North. 

One North Korean lifted 
the 20-year-old Kim on to 
the shoulders of another sol- 
dier as he waved at the 
cheering crowd. 

The return of the U.S. sol- 
dier’s remains was a sign of 
slowly improving relations 
between Washington and 
Pyongyang, which have 
increased contacts since 
they signed a landmark 
nuclear pact in 1994. 

Under the agreement, 
Pyongyang has frozen its 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme in return for a 
promise by Washington to 
provide Western nuclear 
reactors and interim energy 
supplies. 

The United States has 
since sought a policy of en- 
gagement. 

“The recovery and repatri- 
ation of the remains today 
represents a significant step 
forward in our efforts to 
account for the missing men 
in the Korean War," said 
Alan Liotta, director of 
Prisoner of War/Missing In 
Action programmes at the 
Pentagon. 

Mr. Liotta told reporters in 


Panmunjom that the re- 
mains were the first discov- 
ery by a 10-member U.S. 
team, consisting of nine 
U.S. servicemen and one 
State Department official. 
The team began their opera- 
tions with the North 
Koreans on July 10. 

Mr. Liotta said the team, 
scheduled to leave North 
Korea Tuesday, did not find 
the remains at the original 
site where witnesses said 
the plane had crashed. 

“During the course of 
interviewing some of the 
witnesses, one witness, 
however, identified a burial 
site of a U.S. soldier that 
was about 20 minutes away 
(by car) from the crash 
site," he said. "This is 
where we recovered the 
remains.” 

Mr. Liotta said another 
joint search operation was 
due to be carried out in 
September. 

There are 8,100 U.S. 
troops unaccounted for 
from the 1950-53 Korean 
War, which has left die two 
Koreas at loggerheads. 

The joint search was al- 
lowed after Washington 
paid the North $2 million in 
May for its past help in 
recovering remains. 

Mr. Liotta said the U.S. 
did not pay for the remains 
but would compensate the 
North for the land destroyed 
during the search. 

“As part of negotiations 
with the North Koreans, we 
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North Korean soldier Kim Young-Kil is accompanied by U.S. Colonel Ashton Ormes 
(yellow armband) and a U.S. military policeman prior to being repatriated back to 
North Korea at Camp Bonifas near the demilitarized zone Monday (Reuter photo) 


did agree to compensate 
them for the farmland 
which we destoiyed as part 
of the process,” he said, but 
did not know the full 
amount 

Meanwhile South Korea 
has donated $50,000 to help 
North Korea purchase new 
weather forecasting equip- 
ment, officials said Monday 
as both tb’e South and the 
North recovered from tor- 
rential rains. 

“South Korea sent 
$50,0001 to North Korea on 
July 18' through the World 
Meteorological 
Organisation (WMO),” a 
Unification Ministry 
spokesman told AFP. 

The donation followed an 
appeal to the WMO by the 
North, which was hit by 
devastating floods last year, 
for aid for the new equip- 
ment. 

It also followed a pledge 
last month by Seoul, in a 
softening of its frosty rela- 
tions with Pyongyang, to 
send $3 milli on in aid to 
help ease rampant food 
shortages in the North, 
which were worsened by 
the floods. 

"The weather issue, relat- 
ed to a natural calamity, 
should be dealt with unat- 
tached to political issues,” 
said the spokesman, adding 
that closer inter-Korean 
cooperation in the field was 
“desperately” needed. 

Torrential rains which 
lashed the center of the 
peninsula Friday through 
Sunday left 86 dead and 
missing in the South and 
southern weather forecast- 
ers said they expected the 
North’s crops to suffer for a 
second straight year. 

The WMO, which has 173 
member countries including 
both Koreas, was expected 
to collect more than 
$100,000 for the equipment 
for North Korea, officials 
said. . 

Seoul is awaiting a reply 
from North Korea on a pro- 
posal for four-party talks to 
work out a permanent peace 
regime on the Korean pe- 
ninsula. 

The North has yet to 
accept or refuse the offer, 
made in April by U.S. Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton and 
South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam. The pro- 
posed talks envisage 
Washington and Beijing 
playing a support role. 


Typhoon Herb adds 
to Asia weather misery 


MANILA (R) — Typhoon 
Herb gathered strength in 
the Pacific Ocean Monday, 
threatening more death and 
destruction as widespread 
areas of Asia were already 
struggling to cope with the 
effects of a devastating 
spell of weather. 

Floods from torrential 
rains and overflowing ri- 
vers have killed more than 
1.600 people across China 
this year, inundated mil- 
lions of hectares of farm- 
land and forced many facto- 
ries to stop production. 

Officials said they were 
ready for an onslaught from 
Typhoon Herb as they had 
completed their annual 
preparations for the sum- 
mer typhoon season. 

In South Korea, about 90 
people were feared killed 
by floods and landslides 
caused by torrential rains 
over the past three days. 
Seoul government officials 
said Monday. 

Torrential rains that hit 
the Korean peninsula last 
week are likely to have 
caused serious damage to 
crops in North Korea, 
already facing an acute 
food shortage, analysts in 
South Korea said Monday. 

North Korea’s top meteo- 
rologist has issued a flood 
warning, saying that there 
had been rain of up to 496 
mm in some places in the 
southwest of the country 
since last Wednesday. 

Typhoon Herb follows 
hard on the heels of 
Typhoon Gloria, which 
hammered the Philippines 
Friday and Saturday, trig- 
gering volcanic mudflows, 
landslides and floods that 
killed at least 39 people. 

Typhoon Herb could be 
even more ferocious. A 


government forecaster in 
the Philippines said Herb 
could develop into a super- 
typhoon — a loose term for 
storms with sustained 
winds of over 200 kph (120 
mph). 

Taiwan, which could also 
lie in the path of the latest 
typhoon, warned all fishing 
vessels to be on the alert. 

“If Herb’s direction and 
speed do not change, it 
should bring heavy rain and 
strong winds to the land 
Wednesday. It is much 
stronger than Gloria.” said a 
weather official. 

Herb would be the second 
typhoon to hit Taiwan in 
1996 after Gloria, which 
brought landslides in south- 
ern Taiwan, killed two peo- 
ple and ravaged 580 million 
Taiwan dollars ($21 mil- 
lion) worth of crops. 

In Bangladesh, inured to 
natural disasters, water 
purifying tablets were dis- 
tributed and more people 
evacuated their homes to 
escape flood waters in the 
densely populated capital 
Dhaka. 

Officials in 37 flood-hit 
districts said at least 65 
people had died in the 
floods and nearly 20 others 
of disease. 

They said some 10,000 
people were suffering from 
diarrhoea across northern 
Bangladesh. 

The floods started to inun- 
date Bangladesh more than 
two weeks ago after heavy 
rain and water rushing in 
from India made rivers 
overflow. 

So far, about 500,000 
people have been made 
homeless, local officials 
estimated. 


Hurricane devastates 
Central America 

MANAGUA (AFP) — Hurricane Cesar’s fierce winds and 
heavy rains cut a swath of destruction through Central 
America Sunday and claimed 23 lives, including some 
after being downgraded to a tropical depression. 

Cesar by late Sunday had passed through El Salvador 
with relatively mild winds ranging from 52-55 kilometres 
per hour, and brought downpours but little damage, said 
Salvadoran meteorologist Raul Murillo. 

The rains were expected to continue to fall in El Salvador 
overnight into Monday and residents near riverbanks were 
put on alert, he said. 

But the biggest worry now was that after losing strength 
as it crossed the Central American isthmus, the storm 
would pick up strength again along the Pacific and be 
reborn as Hurricane Douglas. Mr. Murillo said. 

Only hours earlier Cesar was packing maximum sus- 
tained winds of 1 30 kilometres an hour and battering Com 
Island and Little Com Island off Nicaragua’s Caribbean 
coast near Bluefields late Saturday, said Deputy Social 
Action Minister Brooklin Rivera in a phone interview from 
Bluefields on Managua Radio. 

“We lost communication with Cora Island when the 
winds began to whip up hard," Mr. Rivera said. 

Cesar first struck Venezuela as a tropical storm last week, 
dumping driving rain on hillside slums in Caracas and 
causing landslides and home collapses that killed four peo- 
ple. 

Cesar hit Colombia’s Caribbean coast Friday, killing Five 
people in the coastal cities of Santa Marta. Barranquilla 
and Cartagena. 

It was Central America’s turn over the weekend, as Cesar 
killed 10 people in Costa Rica and four in Nicaragua. 

Cesar flooded Managua shantytowns on the shores of 
Lake Managua and partially destroyed small, fragile homes 
made of wood and sheets of zinc, plastic and cardboard, 
according to authorities who reported receiving desperate 
calls for help. 

Costa Rica sustained worse than expected damage with at 
least 10 fatalities, another 39 people missing, some 4,400 
people homeless with homes washed into rivers in the 
country’s south and several highways washed out, officials 
said. 

The Costa Rican government declared a national emer- 
gency and released the equivalent of $1.5 million to hire 
equipment to repair highways. 

The country’s low-lying Caribbean coast “is practically 
cut off by mudslides and overflowing rivers. The waters 
have reached unexpectedly high levels and 32 towns have 
been cut off,” the National Emergency Commission said in 
a statement. 


North Korean soldier Kim Young-Kil, wearing a wreath given him by his country- 
men, Is carried on the shoulders of his colleagues after being repatriated back to 
North Korea at the truce village of Panmunjom Monday. Kim was found last week 
clinging to a log in a river in South Korean territory, and asked to be repatriated back 
to the North (Reuter photo) 


Clinton sees China, Russia as 
security questions — paper 


NEW YORK (R) — China 
and Russia’s ftiture course 
will be one of the great 
security questions of the 
next century, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton told the New 
York Times in an interview 
published Monday. 

Mr. Clinton said the “un- 
finished business of leaving 
the cold war behind,” inc- 
luding relations with Russia 
and China, had been a ma- 
jor part of his foreign policy 
framework since taking 
office in 1993. 

The Times said the inter- 
view was conducted earlier 
this month. It was published 
Monday as part of an article 
examining Mr. Clinton's re- 
cord on foreign policy. 

“I believe among the great 
security questions of the 
21st century — and there 
are, you know, five or six 
really big questions — one 


of them is how will China 
and Russia define their 
greatness?" he said. 

"Will they define their 
greatness in terms of their 
internal achievements and 
what kind of values and 
character they have, what 
kind of economic achieve- 
ments they can have ... how 
they can solve their prob- 
lems?" 

Mr. Clinton, who is seek- 
ing reelection in November, 
said the other elements of 
his policy framework were 
dealing with such security 
threats as ethnic bloodlet- 
ting and terrorism and de- 
signing trade accords. 

Such commercial accords 
as the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade and the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement linking the Uni- 
ted States, Mexico and Ca- 
nada helped build “a new 


structure of opportunity and 
peace.” 

“It seems to me that if 
America is at the centre of 
these emerging (trade) net- 
works, it dramatically inc- 
reases our leverage to work 
with people for peace, for 
human rights and for stabil- 
ity in the world," be said. 

He said be had decided to 
drop the threat of revoking 
China's most-favoured-na- 
tion trading status since car- 
rying it out would not 
change China's human 
rights policies. 

“We would risk creating a 
new. I hesitate to say, cold 
war, but a very long-term 
fissure with a country that I 
think we still have some 
chance of influencing in a 
very positive way. to be a 
constructive partner in the 
21st century," Mr. Clinton 
said. 


Rebels kill 6 Russian troops, 
bid to retake Bamut fails 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen rebels killed six Rus- 
sian troops in attacks in the 
past 24 hours, including a 
new assault on federal for- 
ces in the ruined southwest- 
ern village of Bamut, the 
federal command said Mon- 
day. 

Eighteen federal troops 
were wounded in the clash- 
es, Interfax News Agency 
quoted the command as say- 
ing. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the figures 
or any report of rebel casu- 
alties. 

Interior Ministry troops 
defending Bamut Sunday 


repulsed attacks by up to 60 
rebels on their positions in 
two places, the command 
said. 

Several troops were 
wounded in the clashes in 
Bamut, where intense fight- 
ing has raged for several 
days. 

The command did not 
specify where the six Rus- 
sian soldiers were killed. 

A group of up to 100 
rebels also tried to storm 
Bamut overnight to Friday, 
but they were repulsed by 
Russian forces, a spokes- 
man for the federal Interior 
Ministry troops told Inter- 
fax earlier. 


Russian troops seized 
Bamut at the end of May 
after besieging it for months 
with overwhelming fire- 
power. 

The village, where a few 
dozen rebels were holed up, 
was blasted with rockets, 
warplanes and heavy artil- 
lery. and came to symbolise 
the Chechen resistance. 

Some 40.000 people, 
mostly civilians, have died 
in the conflict, triggered by 
a massive Russian military 
intervention in December 
1994 aimed at crushing the 
Chechen independence 
drive 


Opposition leader may face 
questioning after Indonesia riot 


JAKARTA (R) — A senior 
Indonesian minister said 
Monday that the govern- 
ment might question ousted 
opposition leader Megawati 
Sukarnoputri following the 
worst disturbances in 
Jakarta in more than 20 
years. 

“Perhaps she will be 
called in for questioning," 
the coordinating minister 
for political and security 
affairs. Susilo Sudarman. 
told reporters after meeting 
President Suharto. 

The weekend riots broke 
out after police took over 
the headquarters of the In- 
donesian Democratic Party 
(PDI) and evicted activists 
who had occupied the build- 
ing in support of Ms. 
Megawati, die daughter of 
the late President Sukarno. 

Ms. Megawati had been 
ousted as party leader by a 
government-backed faction 
last month. 

She said Sunday that the 
riots were tragic but blamed 
the officially-backed party 
rebels for provoking the 
violence. Her supporters 
had occupied the headquar- 
ters for about a month. 

Mr. Sudarman said the 
government would take 
action according to the law 
against those involved in 
the rioting. 

He said the authorities 
might question Ms. Me- 
gawati on why the PDI 


headquarters had been used 
for meetings at which he 
said “curses and obscenities 
were hurled at the govern- 
ment." 

He said the weekend riots, 
in which 10 buildings and a 
number of vehicles were set 
ablaze, bad involved a third 
party he named as the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PRD). 

He said the PRD was syn- 
onymous with the banned 
Communist Party of 
Indonesia (PKD. 

■“Therefore we ask people 
as a whole to be vigilant,” 
he added. 

Troops Monday guarded 
key intersections in the area 
of Jakarta hit by weekend 
riots, but life appeared to 
have returned to normal in 
the Indonesian capital after 
the worst disturbances in 
more than 20 years. 

The official Amara news 
agency quoted the chief of 
the Armed Forces’ Socio- 
Political Affairs Depart- 
ment, Lieutenant-General 
Syarwan Hamid, as saying 
206 people had been arrest- 
ed after the riots and could 
be charged with subversion. 

Financial markets Mon- 
day were hit by the distur- 
bances. 

The rupiah dropped 
sharply in early trading and 
recovered marginally, while 
the stock market index 
plunged more than four per 


cent in late morning trade. 

Soldiers armed with 
assault rifles guarded key 
intersections and govern- 
ment buildings on Jalan 
Salemba Raya, the main 
thoroughfare in the worst- 
hit Salemba district, as 
spectators milled around the 
entrances of buildings gut- 
ted by fire and looting 
Saturday. 

Employees of two banks 
gutted by the fire in the area 
turned up to work Monday, 
but only to be told to come 
back pending further notice. 

Elsewhere, military ar- 
moured vehicles stood 
guard in the area near the 
statues of Indonesian late 
founding President Sukarno 
and Vice-President Moham- 
mad Hatra. where at least 
three buildings were set on 
fire by protesters Saturday. 

At least two people died 
and 10 buildings set ablaze 
during the violence, which 
many residents said was the 
worst seen in the city since 
anti-Japan riots in 1974, 
triggered by anger at Japa- 
nese investment in Indo- 
nesia. 

The country was under 
Japanese occupation in 
World Warn. 


Nepali man, 139, 
wants to die early ^ 

KATHMANDU (R) 

One of the oldest men on 
Earth is tired of life and 
wants an early death. “Oh, 
God it’s too long a life. I 
am tired.” Bir Narayan 
Choudhury, 139 years old, 
told the Kathmandu Post 
newspaper in his Himala- 
yan village of Khanar in 
eastern Nepal. “God listen 
(to) my prayer.” the news- 
paper quoted him as saying 
Monday. "Give me instant 
death.” Mr. Choudhury has 
defied the law of averages 
in the world’s only Hindu 
kingdom, one of the poor- 
est nations in the world 
with an average life ex- $ 
pectancy of 54 years. He 
may be tired of life, but 
still enjoys dreaming. “In 
my dreams, the king comes 
in an aeroplane to see me,” 
Mr. Choudhury said. 

Pakistani kills 
defiant drug-addict 
brother 

ISLAMABAD (R) — A 
villager in Pakistan’s Pun- 
jab province shot dead his 
brother who had refused to 
give up heroin, the official 
APP news agency said. It 
said addict Ashraf Khan, 
living near the industrial 
town of Faisalabad, had 
ignored_repeated admoni- 
tions by his father Abdul 
Rahman and brother Wali 
Khan and begun stealing 
goods from neighbours’ 
houses to pay for heroin. 
The family again tried to 
persuade Ashraf to give up 
heroin. APP said. "On his 
refusal. Wali Khan shot 
him dead with a pistol.” 
Police had registered a case 
and were investigating. 


Serbian family 
takes chickens on 
holiday 

BELGRADE (R) — A 
Serbian family from the 
town of Sabac gave a new 
me anin g to the idea of a 
self-catering holiday when 
they brought 14 live bens 
on their summer vacation, 
state-run Tanjug news 
agency said. The family 
took the chickens to a cam- 
ping site near the popular 
resort of Budva on the 
Montenegrin coast. Tanjug 
said. According to the 
camp manager, the family®' 
complained that poultry 
products were far too ex- 
pensive in the Budva mar- 
kets. Tanjug said the family 
from western Serbia en- 
joyed fresh eggs for the 
first few days, followed by 
roast chicken for the rest of 
their holiday. 

Italian jail dodger 
behind bars after 
miscarriage 

BOLOGNA, Italy (R) — A 
woman who killed her hus- 
band but avoided imprison- 
ment by becoming preg- 
nant four times was finally 
jailed after she had a mis- 
carriage, Italian newspa- 
pers said. Maria Di Giusep- 
pe was sentenced in 1993, 
together with her lover, to 
24 years imprisonment for 
the murder of her husband. 
Police in the northern town 
of Bologna had repeatedly 
tried to arrest her, but 
Italian law does not allow 
pregnant women to be 
jailed. Di Giuseppe. 35, ha^P 
seven children, three of 
them bom since her con- 
viction. The newspapers 
said she was traced by po- 
lice this week after she was 
forced to go into hospital 
because of a miscarriage. 

Doctor takes 63 
rusted iron nails 
out of patient 

TAIPEI (AFP) — A doctor 
has removed 63 rusted iron 
nails from a mentally-dis- 
turbed patient who swal- 
lowed them in a bid to 
soothe his anxiety, the Chi- 
na Times Express reported 
Friday. Doctor Lin Ying- 
Ling of Hua Chi Hospital 
in the central county of 
Chiayi said the patient 
started swallowing iron 
nails in 1987 in several sui- 4 
cide attempts then devel- Y 
oped the habit as a means 
to soothe his anxiety. The 
patient was in stable condi- 
tion after the operation, Dr. 
Lin told the paper. 
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Taiwan further eases restrictions 
on contacts with mainland China 


Sc*rS;3. n . fsrcv . 
takes chickens: 
holiday 


its 


*-s 

*»!■ ' *• 
i >._•* - . •• 


i*an: 

f/ *- •. 

t *• 

S Si .Wi- 
ll' 

; f»t.J ■ 

W '{'' 
»«*>s 
! V 
.fi: ,r- 

•ar-v 


ce 
riot 


TAIPEI tAFPj — In a fur- 
rier relaxation of links with 
mainland China, Taiwan 
gave approval Monday for 
high ranking officials to 
visit the mainland, a gov- 
ernment official said. 

“We will add in our main- 
land relation law a clause to 
allow heads of the pro- 
vinces. counties and cities 
to \isit mainland China." 
said Kao Koong-Lian, vice- 
chairman of the Mainland 
Affairs Council (MAC), 
Taiwan's top mainland 
planning body. 

Taiwan has for the last 
five years allowed certain 
private visits to China, but 
never until now has it given 
tiieJgEee'n. light for its hig$> 
est officials to visit. 

Taiwan is China’s secona- 
largesi foreign investor, 
after Hong Kong. 

But Taipei has banned 
direct contact with its main- 
land rival since the end of 
the Chinese Civil War in 
1 949. when the defeated na- 
tionalists were driven onto 
this island. 

There are no non-stop 
flights between the two, nor 
are there direct postal, fi- 
nancial. or telecommunica- 
tions links. 

The recenciliatory move 


came as tensions between 
Taiwan and the mainland 
have been easing following 
China’s military excercises 
in the Taiwan Strait in 
March. Scores of middle- 
ranking Chinese officials 
and experts have poured 
onto Taiwan in the course of 
the last month. 

Under the new rules, the 
heads elected to the 24 local 
governments will be al- 
lowed to visit China. Sub- 
ject to government appro- 
val, they can go to take part 
in cultural and educational 
activities, or for internation- 
al conferences or important 
affairs requiring a visit to 
■ the mainland, Mr. Kao said. 

! Mr. Kao said MAC will 
! also permit Chinese jour- 
nalists to apply to be based 
in Taiwan for a maximum 
of two years, a decision 
which the government once 
resisted for fear that jour- 
nalists posted here could be 
undercover agents. 

Chang King-Yuh, MAC 
chairman, said the new 
decision is aimed at “Inc- 
reasing understanding bet- 
ween the two sides of the 
Taiwan Strait” and to pave 
the way for gradually 
increasing, “friendly cross- 
strait interactions." 


Chiao Jen-Ho, vice chair- 
man of the semi-official 
Straits Exchange Founda- 
tion (SEF) which represents 
the government in talks 
with China, called on 
Beijing to quickly resume 
talks with Taiwan — sus- 
pended in July last year 
shortly after Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-Hui vis- 
ited the United States, a trip 
seen by Beijing as an 
attempt to promote 
Taiwan's independence. 

China, which has viewed 
Taiwan as a rebel province, 
staged six sets of wargames 
close to Taiwan, between 
July and March., to try to 
intimidate the' island and'- 
deter it from declaring inde- 
pendence. 

Tensions between the two 
sides have eased since Mr. 
Lee offered in May to visit 
China and hold peace talks 
with leaders there. 

The easing of relations 
has been reflected by visits 
in the past three weeks of at 
least four large groups of 
Chinese officials and 

experts from mainland har- 
bour . authorities, and the 
financial, banking, and 

meteorological sectors. 
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Okinawa mounts new legal challenge 
over U.S. military occupation 
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TOKYO f AFP) — Laun- 
ching a fresh legal chal- 
lenge against the expropria- 
tion of land for the U.S. mil- 
itary. Okinawa accused the 
Japanese central govern- 
ment Monday of illegally 
occupying a plot inside a 
naval facility. 


±4 ■■ *■■■■■ 

Central government rep- 
resentatives told the Naha 


branch of the Fukuoka High 


Court that Okinawa Gover- 

- 1 

nor Masahide Ora damaged 

fitoJ > • ' 

public interest by refusing 

i -It 1 • 

to rake steps to lease the 

?Xn.- r 

land forcibly after the land- 

ntf - ■ 

lord refused. 

But representatives for 


^Okinawan prefecture said 
tie central government had 

i ■ 


been “illegal Iv occupying 


the land” since the lease 



expired on March 3 1 . 

“The U.S. bases in Oki- 
nawa are the origin of vari- 
ous evils and their existence 
is most suitably described 
as a hindrance of the public 
interest." they said. 

The hearing Monday fol- 
lowed a lawsuit filed by 
Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto on July 12. The 
suit takes issue with Mr. 
Ota’s reftisal to publicise 
documents on the expropri- 
ation of a 236 square metre 
plot inside a U.S. naval 
telecommunications facility 
in the village of Yomitan. 

Shoicbi Chibana, the 48- 
year-old shopkeeper who 
owns the- land, has refused 
to renew the lease amid 
anti-base sentiment on the 


southern island following 
the rape of a 12-year-old 
schoolgirl by three U.S. ser- 
vicemen last September. 

In the first such action 
since Okinawa reverted to 
Japanese rule in 1972, Chi- 
bana filed a suit last week 
seeking the return of the 
land along with compensa- 
tion of 10,000 yen ($92) a 
day from April 1 . 

Although Okinawa hous- 
es 28,000 of the 47,000 
U.S. troops stationed in 
Japan as well as three-quar- 
ters of the U.S. military 
facilities in the country, the 
prefecture accounts for less 
than one per cent of Japan's 
total land area. 


Dhaka intensifies battle against floods 
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DHAKA <R) — Bangladesh 
Monday distributed water 
purifying tablet* and more 
* people evacuated their 
; homes to escape rising 
flood waters in the densely 
populated capital Dhaka, 
witnesses said. 

They said distributors 
hired by the city corpora- 
tion went door to door, 
telling residents not to drink 
fioodwater or eat rotten 
food to save them from an 
outbreak of diarrhoea. 

Local officials in 
flood-hit districts said at 
least 65 people had died m 
the floods and nearly -0 
others of disease. 

\ The} said some 10,000 
people were suffering trora 
diarrhoea across northern 
Bangladesh. 

A few people had also 
died from snake bites, offi- 


cials in the districts of 
Gaibandha and Sirajganj 
told reporters. 

The floods started to inun- 
date Bangladesh more than 
two weeks ago after heavy 
rain and water rushing in 
from India made rivers 

overflow. 

So far, about 500,000 peo- 
ple have been made home- 
less, local officials estimat- 
ed. They put the number 
affected across Bangladesh 
at up to 30 million, or a 
quarter of the country s 
population. 

Weather officials said 
they expect more rain in the 
next few days. 

The overall situation in 
the country's north contin- 
ued to improve Monday 
with fioodwater receding 
fast while it worsened m 
and around Dhaka, in the 


country’s south, relief offi- 
cials said. 

They described the floods 
as the country’s worst since 
1988 when two-thirds of 
Dimka, a city of nine mil- 
lion, went under water, for- 
cing the then government to 
call for international aid. 

This year, the five-week- 
old government of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina said 
it would not seek foreign 
help immediately. 

“We can still handle the 
floods by ourselves," one 
Relief Ministry official said 
Monday. 

Other officials said Bang 
ladesh, which imports near- 
ly two million tonnes of 
foodgrain every year, would 
face “bigger pressure” be- 
cause of the floods. 


Thousands 
flee rebel 
town in Sri 
Lanka war 

COLOMBO (R) — The 
offensive against rebels in 
north Sri Lanka has sent 
tens of thousands of people 
fleeing in confusion, un- 
certain where the next bat- 
tle will be, aid workers and 
diplomats said Monday. 

Most of the 150,000 peo- 
ple in Kilinochchi have 
fled ahead of the army ad- 
vance. now paused on the 
fringes of the rebel town, 
Sri Lankan aid workers 
said. 

The artny. backed by. he- 
licopter gunships, tanks 
and air force bombers, was 
moving slowly, consolidat- 
ing captured territory and 
clearing mines and booby 
traps left by the retreating 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE). 

A military communique 
said Monday the clearing 
operations were continu- 
ing around the road junc- 
tion town of Paranthan, 
which was seized Friday 
on the first day of the 
offensive. 

It said soldiers were 
being harassed by rebel 
mortar fire that bad caused 
a few casualties, and the 
air force was attacking die 
mortar positions. 

Diplomats said the army 
might be waiting for all 
civilians to leave Kiiinoch- 
chi before entering it The 
town sits along Sri Lanka’s 
main north-south highway 
for some six to eight kilo- 
metres up to Paranthan. 

They said the army 
might fear political reper- 
cussions if there were ci- 
vilian casualties. 

Aid workers said they 
could not confirm the 
LTTE allegations of civil- 
ian casualties from the 
artillery strikes in Kili- 
nochchi but that they knew 
of few civilian wounded in 
the town. 

The aid workers, speak- 
ing from Vavuniya, which 
is separated from the mili- 
tary push by a long swathe 
of rebel-held territory, said 
people were fleeing south 
from Kilinochchi carrying 
the little food they could. 

Diplomats. speaking 
anonymously, said the sit- 
uation was confused and 
many of the refugees did 
not know where to go. 

There is no major town 
between Kilinochchi and 
Vavuniya, and fighting 
between the military and 
the rebels was continuing 
in several areas. 

“Everything is confused. 
These people are fleeing, 
but many of them don’t 
know where to go for safe- 
ty,” one diplomat said. 

The aid workers said 
many refugees appeared 
heading for the bush and 
away from the road the 
army was dying to reopen 
after years in rebel hands. 
Opening the road would let 
the military supply the 
Jaffna peninsula more eas- 
ily and cheaply. 


China heralds moratorium 
with last nuclear test 


BEUING (R) — China Monday car- 
ried out a final nuclear test at an 
underground site, saying the blast her- 
alded a moratorium on testing that 
would push die world closer to the 
dream of nuclear disarmament 
The explosion at the Lop Nor 
nuclear testing ground in northwestern 
China's Xinjiang region came as inter- 
national negotiators prepared for talks 
in Geneva to try to hammer out a glob- 
al ban on nuclear testing. 

“China successfully conducted a 
nuclear test today.” the official Xinhua 
News Agency said. “The Chinese gov- 
ernment hereby solemnly declares that 
it will start a moratorium on nuclear 
testing effective from July 30, 1996. 

“Halting nuclear tests is an impor- 
tant step toward nuclear disarma- 
ment,” said Xinhua, Beijing’s mouth- 
piece. 

The Australian Geological Survey 
Organisation said the Chinese under- 
ground nuclear test measured 4.3 on 
the Richter scale and yielded an explo- 
sion equivalent to between one and 
five kilo tonnes of TNT explosives. 

China's decision to order an indefi- 
nite halt to nuclear testing was a 
response to the appeals of non-nuclear 
states and a concrete move to promote 
disarmament. Xinhua said. 

Beijing, the last declared nuclear 
power to announce a halt to testing, 
exploded a larger device on June 8 and 
said then it would carry out one more 
blast before September, to be followed 
by a moratorium. 

The June test drew widespread inter- 
national criticism, but analysts said the 
response was relatively muted because 
of the simultaneous announcement of 
the moratorium and by China’s move 
to shelve some objections to a planned 
worldwide test ban. 

Diplomats mid analysts said China’s 
final test blast came earlier than 
expected and appeared timed to coin- 
cide with the start of talks in Geneva 
on the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). 

“It allows them to show a goodwill 
gesture to the Geneva talks.. .(and 
puts) China in a good diplomatic posi- 
tion in the test ban talks," Hong Kong- 
based China analyst Tai Ming Cheung 
said in a telephone interview. 

A Beijing-based diplomat said: 
“Now they've done the (jest they can 
get down to negotiating the test ban 
treaty.” 

Negotiations on the global accord 
were scheduled to restart Monday 
after a month's break, with the United 
States and Russia expected to spear- 
head an intensive effort to wrap up 


negotiations and push for a treaty text 
by the end of the week. 

Beijing offi cials have said they are 
optimistic the CTBT can be concluded 
this year, despite disagreement on how 
to monitor compliance. 

The treaty is intended to extend 
existing accords that ban nuclear tests 
in (he atmosphere, in space and under- 
water to include underground explo- 
sions. 

China and India have reservations 
about the proposed text, but U.S. and 
Russian officials are confident Beijing 
can be brought on board for a compro- 
mise agreement that would allow the 
treaty to be open for signature from 
September. 

Beijing was ready to work with other 
nations to achieve the ban by the end 
of the year, Xinhua said, adding that 
the major nuclear powers should aban- 
don their policies of nuclear deter- 
rence and continue to reduce their 
weapons stockpiles. 

States with nuclear weapons 
deployed outside their borders should 
withdraw them and no country should 
develop or deploy missile defence sys- 
tems or space-based weapons systems 
that could undermine strategic securi- 
ty and stability, it said. 

The agency said nuclear disarma- 
ment was not an impossible dream. “If 
mankind can produce nuclear weapons 
in the 20th century, it can very well 
destroy such weapons in the 21st cen- 
tury,” it said. 

. Meanwhile China’s latest nuclear 
test Monday drew critical reactions 
from several regional powers despite 
Beijing's announcement that this was 
the final blast before a self-imposed 
moratorium. 

The test came just ahead of 
Monday's resumption in Geneva of 
the United Nations-sponsored disar- 
mament conference, which is trying to 
wrap up negotiations for a comprehen- 
sive test ban treaty. 

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto said he hoped China had 
conducted its final nuclear test, while 
anti-nuclear groups in the only country 
to suffer nuclear attack said the latest 
blast was inexcusable. 

“There is nothing else to say except 
that I really hope this is the last one,” 
Mr. Ha shimoto " told reporters-.' 
‘“Espedafly at a time when (the intex- 
nationhf community) is trying to per- 
suade India to join in the CTBT.” 

India and China have reser vation s 
about the proposed text of the CTBT, 
but U.S. and Russian officials are con- 
fident Beijing can be brought on board 
for a compromise agreement that 


would allow the treaty to be open for 
signature from September. 

There was no immediate Indian 
reaction to China's test, and a Foreign 
Ministry official suggested there may 
not be one. 

“I don’t think we have ever reacted 
to Chinese nuclear tests,” a senior offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

In Hiroshima, site of the world’s first 
atomic bombing, a group of bomb sur- 
vivors noted with '“dismay that the 
Chinese test took place only a week 
before the 5 1st anniversary of the 
atomic bombing on Aug. 6. 

“China's name will go down in his- 
tory as the nation which conducted 
nuclear tests right up to the end,” said 
a statement by Koshiro Kondo of the 
Hiroshima Confederation of A-bomb 
Sufferers Organisations. 

“It was inexcusable.” the statement 
added. 

Australia called in China's ambas- 
sador in Canberra to protest against 
the lest. 

“I told the Chinese ambassador that 
Australia deeply regretted the decision 
by the Chinese government to proceed 
with the nuclear lest.” Australian 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer 
told reporters. 

But Mr. Downer said he told Am- 
bassador Hue Gunduo that Canberra 
welcomed Beijing's announcement of 
a moratorium. 

“The ending of Chinese nuclear test- 
ing means that no nuclear weapons 
state is any longer conducting nuclear 
tests,” Mr. Downer said. “This test we 
had today we hope will be the last 
nuclear test that will ever take place.” 
New Zealand Prime Minister Jim 
Bolger said the Chinese test was par- 
ticularly disappointing because it ha d 
occurred the same day the CTBT 
negotiations resumed in Geneva. 

“.Although we welcome China’s ear- 
lier undertaking that it will henceforth 
observe a moratorium on testing, 
China must go further.” he said in a 
statement. “China should respect the 
will of the international community 
and cease testing for all time.” 

South Korea expressed its deep 
regret over China's latest nuclear test, 
Seoul's Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. ” r '"‘A 

“The Korean-^veninreo^ strongly* 
urges China to sincerely adhere to its” 
moratorium on nuclear ‘testing effec- 
tive on July 30 and to also contribute 
to international endeavours towards 
the early conclusion of the compre- 
hensive test ban treaty,” the ministry 
said in a statement 


Nyerere says Burundi faces fate of Rwanda 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 

African statesman Julius 
Nyerere said Monday 
Burundi was in danger of 
beco ming another Rwanda, 
where up to a milli on peo- 
ple were slaughtered in a 
1994 genocide. 

Mr. Nyerere said Burundi, 
which has the same explo- 
sive tribal mix of Hutus and 
Tutsis as its Central African 
neighbour, could go the 
same way after a Tutsi army 
coup last week. 

“We are running the dan- 
ger of another Rwanda, and 
it is no use anybody fooling 
themselves,” he told the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration’s radio service for 
Africa by telephone from 
Tanzania. 

Mr. Nyerere, given the job 
by the Organisation of Af- 
rican Unity (OAU) of solv- 
ing the Burundi crisis, said 
the coup by Tutsi strongman 
Pierre Buyoya last 
Thursday was unacceptable. 

Mr. Buyoya seized power 


after the Tutsi army deposed 
President Sylvestre Ntiban- 
tunganya. Some commenta- 
tors say Mr. Buyoya is less 
radical than other Tutsi 
leaders in Burundi. 

But Mr. Nyerere said that 
did not make his coup 
acceptable. 

“This thing is an illegal 
act,” he said. 

OAU Secretary-General 
S alim Ahm ed S alim has 
said Mr. Buyoya must go 
and African leaders are 
determined to remove him. 
They meet Wednesday in 
Arusha, Tanzania, to decide 
on any action. 

A summit in the same 
resort town last month 
ordered planning for troops 
to be sent from Uganda, 
Tanzania and Ethiopia, but 
Mr. Buyoya has rejected 
outside intervention in 
Burundi. 

“The Arusha plan can be 
rejected by Burundi It was 
the (then) government 
which has appealed to the 


leaders of the region to help 
them with security assis- 
tance,” Mr. Nyerere said. 

“If you reject that. .fine, 
the leaders of the region 
have to think what next. 
There is no alternative 
except a negotiated settle- 
ment of their problems. Do 
you have any better solu- 
tion?” Mr. Nyerere asked iu 
the interview. 

Mr. Buyoya has sounded a 
moderate Udc to the world 
after international condem- 
nation of his seizure of 
power, promising to restore 
discipline to the Tutsi-led 
armed forces and to end 
repatriation of Rwandan 
Hutus who fled to Burundi 
in fear of retribution for the 
genocide of Tutsis in 1994. 

He has promised to form a 
transitional government 
which all “peace-loving” 
Burundians can join, and is 
expected to meet foreign 
diplomats in Bujumbura 
later Monday. 

Mr. Buyoya ruled the 


country from 1987 to 1993, 
when he handed power over 
to Melchior Ndadaye, the 
Hutu winner of Burundi’s 
first free multi-party elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Ndadaye was killed in 
a coup by soldiers after four 
months. Hutu, politicians 
say Mr. Buyoya ' was 
involved in the coup which 
technically failed but was 
followed by reprisal mas- 
sacres of 50,000 people. 

Shortly before seizing 
power, Mr. Buyoya had 
talks with Hutu politicians 
and analysts say some Hutu 
support is vital to his long- 
term political survival. 

Some 150,000 people 
have been killed in Burundi 
in three years of violence 
between Hutus, who are 
about 85 per cent of the 
population of 5.6 million, 
and Tutsis, who dominate 
the militaty and state appa- 
ratus. There are also small 
numbers of Twa. 


Japan premier visits shrine, risking overseas anger 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto 
Monday visited a controversial shrine to the nation's war 
dead, including executed war criminals, breaking a decade- 
long taboo on Japanese leaders visiting the site. 

In a surprise move that risked angering China, the United 
States and other nations that were victims of Japan’s World 
War II actions, Mr. Hashimoto' declared the time had come 
for Japan to stop apologising for honouring its war dead. 

Mr. Hashimoto .brushed aside suggestions that it was 
inappropriate for him as prune minister to visit Tokyo’s 
Yasukuoi Shrine, where 2.6 million Japanese who died in 
warfare since the 19th century are honoured. 

“Why should it matter any more?” Mr. Hashimoto told 
reporters. “Surely it’s time to stop letting that sort of thing 
complicate our international relations.” 

A controversy erupted in the mid-1980s over politicians 
visiting the memorial when it was disclosed that the Shinto 
place of worship also enshrined the remains of executed 
World War n criminals, including Wartime-Prime Minister 
General Hideki Tojo. 

Some families have protested against the enshrining of 
Tojo and other war leaders, saying their spirits had no place 
among soldiers who were ordered to die on the battlefields. 

But others have said there should be no distinction 
between those who died in battle and those executed for 
war crimes. 

When Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone made an “offi- 
cial" visit to the shrine in 1985, China, South Korea, North 
Korea and other countries angrily protested. 

Since then, no prime minister had visited Yasukuni. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s brief visit was not listed in his daily 


schedule and he refused to say in whar capacity he made the 
visit. Asked why he visited the shrine on this day. Mi. 
Hashimoto, 59. replied it was his birthday. 

“I am not going to reply whether I went there in un offi- 
cial or private capacity," Mr. Hashimoto said. But he said 
he signed the shrine visitors book as “Ryutaro Hashimoto. 
prime minister.” 

It was not the first time the right-wing Hashimoto 'ns 
flirted with controversy over World War II. 

In October 1994 he set off a furore by saying in parlia- 
ment that while Japan turned the Pacific into a war zone, its 
fight was not against Asian nations but against “the United 
States, England and others.” 

The most-closely watched day for visits to the shrine is 
Aug. 15, the date of Japan's World War II surrender. 

Before becoming prime minister early this year, Mr. 
Hashimoto paid regular visits to the shrine, including on 
Aug. 15, in his capacity as head of the Japan bereaved fam- 
ilies of war veterans association. 

Mr. Hashimoto said that by visiting Monday, he had 
avoided making the pilgrimage on the Aug. 15 anniversary. 

‘Tro also thinking of going on the day 1 got word of the 
death of my cousin in the war,” Mr. Hashimoto said. 

Shinto, Japan’s ancient animistic religion, was the state 
religion until 1945, with the emperor as its spiritual head. 

Some political analysts were surprised Mr. Hashimoto 
chose to visit the shrine in the midst of a row about how 
much compensation Japan should pay to so-called “comfort 
women” 

They were non-Japanese women forced to work in broth- 
els for Japanese soldiers in World War U. 




< 




I -. . ^ fl ' r ■>•• Mw» 




6 Opinion & Analysis 


■** c* 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 30, 1996 



Jordan Times 


ho* Fw 


Aa ladt yagdam Atmb pofaUol duly poMnhed la Each* tj the Jot 
Esufcfehcd l«75 

UdjV) U. -" a* : US— *r-V- V-> V**r >-C J>UH« 


Chairman of the Board of directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AM AD 


Editor-in-Chitf: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 684311, 699634 
Telex: 21497 ALRAJ JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Opposing peace 
infrastructure? 


IN ONE of his first decisions in office, 
hardline Israeli Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon expressed opposition to 
plans to build a joint Jordanian-Israeli 
airport in Aqaba. Sharon’s opposition to 


airport in Aqaba. Sharon’s opposition 
the project, which was agreed upon 
between the Kingdom and the previous 
Labour government after the signing of 
the peace treaty in 1994, obviously stems 
from political and not economic reasons. 

The feasibility of the project was studied 
by both sides and endorsed by interna- 
tional donors who expressed willingness 
to provide the necessary funds for it The 
project would be a sign of the new spirit 
of peace that is slowly making itself felt in 
the region. It would be part of the peace 
dividend for both Jordanians and 
Israelis. 

But it is obvious that Sharon does not 
subscribe to the new era of peace. His 
political beliefs are still moulded by the 
mentality of conflict that is still cherished 
by some Israeli politicians and had led to 
the wars and deprivation to which the 
region was for long subjected. 

Sharon, who refused to endorse the 
Camp David agreement or the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty, is obviously a repre- 
sentative of extremism in Israel’s body 

g olitic which, fortunately, does not Vet 
ave full control in the Jewish state. The 
big fear for the future of the region comes 
from such politicians who can only push 
the region back into the abyss of conflict 
if they are allowed to transform their ide- 
ologies into state policies. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu can avert 
such a nightmarish development if he 
stops appeasing the hardliners in his gov- 
ernment and if he resists their pressure. 
Netanyahu’s responsibilities towards his 
people dictate that he proceed with full 
speed in the quest for peace in order to 
bring his country the security he says tops 
his priorities. The Israeli premier was 
obviously aware of the dangerous politics 
of Sharon when he first resisted including 
him in the cabinet. Eventually, however, 
he gave Sharon an important portfolio 
under pressure from hawkish members of 
the Likud and other parties. Netanyahu 
should not make any compromises to 
Sharon because every new compromise 
would entail a setback for the peace 
process which Israel needs as much as the 
Arabs do. The Israeli government should 
realise that peace does justify standing up 
to the voices of extremism. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


JORDANIAN ECONOMIST Fahd Fanek, who writes 
for A1 Ra’i, commented on the ongoing controversy 
over the lifting of subsidy on bread by saying that the 
government’s decision was in conformity with the eco- 
nomic reform programme which Jordan had signed 
with the IntemationaJ Monetary Fund flMF). Ail 
Jordanian governments and parliaments, since the 
inception of this programme in 1989, have ratified the 
programme which is designed to put the Kingdom's 
economy back on track, he noted. The IMF programme 
is not a sword hanging over the Jordanian people's head 
but rather a vehicle designed to help Jordan secure a 
better economic future, guarantee continued financial 
and economic assistance from donor nations and help 
the country overcome the present economic hardship, 
said the writer. By ending the subsidies on various 
products and allowing market forces to control prices. 
Jordan can attain the aspired reform but, he said, non- 
abidance by the agreement reached with the IMF would 
simply prolong the ordeal. 


ONE CAN only sympathise with the Kurdish prisoners 
staging a hunger strike in Turkish prisons, said a writer 
For 'A! Ra’i daily. The strikers are not demanding free- 
dom from prison but an improvement of their condi- 
tions. which means less cruelty to them, noted 
Mahmoud Rimawi, The prisoners’ demand has been 
totally ignored by the jailers who have no respect for 
the inmates and commit outrageous act by violating 
their human rights, continued the writer. By placing the 
detainees in tiny cells and by denying them their basic 
human rights, the prison authorities have driven the 
inmates to desperation and made them go on a hunger 
strike that resulted in some deaths, he said. He said it is 
sad and regrettable to see a Turkish coalition govern- 
ment led by the Islamists not lifting a finger to end this 
sad situation. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


Bv Rami G. KhonrTl 
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Counting brands of shampoo and types of colonialism 


THE OTHER day, while I was wondering how the new 
world order was doing, I thought 1 would do some field, 
research to fmd out I went down to the Safeway super- 
market and department store and did what any serious 
researcher or analyst would do — I counted the brands of 
shampoo and hair conditioner. The experience was magi- 
cal. I am now aware that you can shampoo your hair with 
peach- or coconut-flavoured shampoo, with built-in condi- 
tioners made of the oils of an exotic tree from some South 
Pacific island, while simultaneously preventing dandruff 
and enriching your hair with fragrant oils — all for just 
two or three dinars, or less than five dollars. 

What amazed me more than the rich variety of shampoos 
was the total number of brands, which took me about ten 
minutes to count. But first, some history. I had first count- 
ed the shampoos at Safeway about six months ago, initial- 
ly by accident. Needing then to buy a small bottle of regu- 
lar shampoo, I figured I would quickly stop at die shampoo 
stand and choose from the few brands available. I was sur- 
prised to find dozens of brands, which both made my 
choice more difficult and stimulated that little used part of 
my political consciousness that needed to understand the 
implications of a suddenly exploding shampoo sector in 
Jordan. So, I counted the shampoos late last year and 
found that there were around 12S different brands (includ- 
ing different sizes and variations of a single brand name). 

When I visited Safeway two months later on a routine 
shopping mission, spontaneous curiosity compelled me to 
visit the shampoo section, to learn what had happened to 
that sector of human civilisation while I had not been mon- 
itoring it at my local mega-store. I immediately noticed a 
clear expansion in the size of the shampoo section; fasci- 
nated by the display of abundance, I counted the brands 
again. This time, there was a total of some 210 different 
brands. I was at once startled, impressed, and confused, for 
I could not understand what this abundance of shampoos 
and hair conditioners meant. Was it si gnifi cant, hopeful, 
dangerous, or commercially and civilisationally neutral? 

I did not think about the meaning of shampoos for sev- 
eral months, until the other day when I was in Safeway yet 
again on a brief shopping expedition, and — you guessed 
it — I was drawn to the shampoo aisle, feeling partly a pil- 
grim revisiting special ground and partly a scientist fasci- 
nated by the challenge of discovery and explanation. I was 
confronted again by the same spectacle of an ever-expand- 
ing shampoo section. So I did the only reasonable thing I 
could think of: I counted the brands once again. This time, 
the total came out to around 325. 

(Note to the scientific community: This is a rough count. 
The actual figure may be 310 or 340. If anyone wants to 
replicate ray field research for purposes of scientific con- 
firmation, cross-cultural analysis, or simply for a good 
time, please note that ray totals are subject to a + or - of 
three per cent; for after you get over the 200 mark and you 
are still counting shampoo brands, two things happen: O 
your eyes and mind both lose some sharpness, as ODce dis- 
tinct images of shampoo bottles start to blur into one 
another and. 2) holding your position in float of the sham- 


poo aisle becomes ever more challenging due to the heavy 
traffic of people and shopping carts that neither respect the 
territorial imperative inherent in shampoo counting at 
Safeway nor the deep discipline and focused concentration 
inherent in the scientific research methodology.) 

I knew with certitude that the advent of 325 brands of 
shampoos and conditioners was a significant matter, but I 
was not sure what it revealed about humankind’s evolution 
or about the role played therein by small countries and 
economies like Jordan’s. Is this what the promise of the 
“new world order' 1 was all about? 


a 


The single most important strate- 
gic objective for the industrial 
states of our world is not military 
any more ; it is commercial It is the 
continuous opening up of new mar- 
kets of consumers around the world 
in order to maintain the growth 
rates of western corporations and 
the employment rates of western 
economies . This is neither sinister 
nor surprising, but merely a fact of 
Ufa of capitalist history and the 
contemporary evolution of its free 
market imperative that we are 
adopting with enthusiasm and 
urgency 


Upon further analysis of the data that I had collected, I 
realised that most of the brands were imported, and only 
some were produced in Jordan. This told me that our cor- 
nucopia of shampoo was more a reflection of the globali- 
sation of flee trade, and less a result of indigenous indus- 
trialisation. Nevertheless, was it a positive thing. I won- 
dered? How many people were employed to manufacture 
all these brands, ship them to Jordan, distribute them to 
retail shops and sell them to end-user consumers? How 
many exporters of shampoo would eventually manufacture 
their products in Jordan? 

For Jordan, with its per capita gross domestic product of 
around $1,500 or so and a population of just over four mil- 
lion. were our 325 brands of shampoo a sign of wealth or 
poverty, of strength or vulnerability? My instinct told me 
chat 325 shampoos for Jordan was excessive, probably 
unnecessary, and perhaps even dangerous. I thought that it 
reflected an ethic of commercial overkill that was not sus- 


tainable by our small domestic manufacturing base or the 
limited purchasing power of our population. I suspected 
that it manifested a new version of Buz ^ traditional eco- 
nomic dependence on external sources of finance, capital 
goods and consumer products. 

In the old world order, economic expenditures were 
tightly controlled by governments throughout the Middle 
East: but in the new world order governments tightened 
their belts, while consumers went on a shopping spree of 
dazzling proportions, because suddenly the whole world 
was selling its wares on our doorstep. In the old wodd 
cider, developing states offered their strategic value to the 
superpowers, in return for cash, protection, accolades and 
other forms of sustenance. In the new world order, the val- 
idation, support and ultimate protection of developing , 
countries come not from the governments of the industri-A 
a Us ed democracies, but from their corporate sectors and 

commercial marketplaces. . . 

The single most important strategic objective for the 
industrial states of our world is not military any more: it is 
commercial. It is the continuous opening up of new mar- 
kets of consumers around the world in order to maintain 
the growth rates of western corporations and the employ- 
ment rates of western economies. This is neither sinister 
nor surprising, but merely a fact of life of capitalist histo- 
ry and the contemporary evolution of its free market 
imperative that we are adopting with enthusiasm and 
urgency. Have we sufficiently analysed our role in this 
global process, and our costs and benefits? 

My instincts tell me that this is both an opportunity and 
a danger for small developing countries like Jordan. It is a 
valuable opportunity if our integration into the free market 
global economy stimulates productivity and growth that 
are environmentally non -lethal, socially sensitive, and 
economically sustainable, it w a danger if we blindly fall 
into the trap of believing that we are modern, productive 
and secure simply becausevwe are deemed a profitable 
export market for the world’s leading producers of ice- 
cream. garden furniture and pizza. 

If trade and economic globalisation finally mark the end 
of 19th century-style imperialism and colonialism and 
open the door to more equitable and mutually beneficial" 
economic ties among states, we should welcome the 
process and shampoo like crazy for the rest of our days. 
But if we are merely replacing the previous century’s ter- 
ritorial and political colonialism with a more modern, 20th 
century brand of commercial exploitation and cultural 
imperialism, then we should seriously j^sess our headlong 
rush into the global marketplace, antj adjust our head- 
cleansing habits accordingly. Before deciding either way. 
though, we would do well to make the effort to analyse the 
cause, meaning and consequences of otir 325 brands of 
shampoo, so that we benefit meaningfully from our 
engagement with global market forces instead of merely 
reacting to and serving them in a new form of faceless 21st 
century corporate colonial exploitation that may prove far 
more sinister than the 19th century type. 


Terrorism is how the weak frighten and punish the strong 


By Ronald Steel 


NORWICH, Vermont — 
There is something both 
normal and frightening 
about Americans’ reaction 
to the explosion that blew 
TWA Flight 800 out of the 
air and killed 230 innocent 
people. 

Normal in that the unex- 
plained destruction of any 
symbol of American power 
and influence — a military 
base, a government build- 
ing. a corporate headquar- 
ters. an American-based air- 
line — immediately leads 
us to suspect terrorists. 

Frightening in that such 
acts lie beyond the custom- 
ary rules of innocence and 
guilt cause and effect by 
which we organise our 
lives. If this should prove to 
be an accident rather than a 
crime, the best we will be 
able to say is that it was not 
terrorism this time. 

Terrorism, the means by 
which the weak frighten and 
punish the strong, has 
become part of our lives. 
We are no longer shocked 
by it We have even come to 
expect it 

Sometimes, as in the case 
of the World Trade Centre 
bombing, it comes bearing 
foreign accents and perplex- 
ing religious dogmas. Other 
times, as in Oklahoma City, 
it takes the form of the 
strangers who are one of us. 
with their familiar delusions 
of omnipotent enemies. 

In truth they are one. the 
terrorists abroad and those 
at home; the ones we do not 
know and the ones we 
spawn. They are both prod- 
ucts of a world whose rules 
they do not understand and 
which they feel does not 
understand them. They want 
to return to an earlier time in 
which they believe that they 
would have an honoured 
place. They are. to their 
minds, upholders of a due 
faith — a faith that, whatev- 
er its tenets, will put them 
among the winners rather 
than the losers, the respect- 
ed rather’ than the ignored. 

Although they are people 
whom, rightly or wrongly, 
time has passed by, they are 
very much creatures of their 
time. They have taken the 
technology of the strong 
and adapted it to their own 
ends. 


Technology may be a lib- 
erating force, but what it 
unleashes resists and often 
defies those who create it. 
Chain reactions, whether in 
nuclear furnaces or the caul- 
dron of ideas, are constantly 
in danger of going out of 
control. Just as a gun is a 
teirible leveller, erasing sta- 
tus and privilege in an 
instant, so are the most awe- 
some weapons of a state. 

The United States may be 
able to intimidate and other 
state with the sheer magni- 
tude of its military power, 
but individual Americans 
are hopelessly vulnerable to 
those weapons in the hands 
of other individuals. 


ers. When they do, we con- 
sider them guilty of war 
crimes. 

States generally avoid 
such acts not because they 
operate under a higher 
moral code than do individ- 
uals. but because they fear 
retaliation in kind. Two can 
play the game of assassina- 
tion and atrocity. Thus the 
“rules of war.” 
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Terrorism , the 
means by which 
the weak fright- 
en and punish 
the strong, has 
become part of 
our lives . We 
are no longer 
shocked by it. 
We have even 
come to expect 
it . ” 


Terrorism eradicates the 
distinction, so essential in 
international relations, 
between die state and the 
individual. States challenge 
one another or even go to 
war. The wars may be terri- 
ble. But they are, for the 
most part, fought by certain 
clear rules. States rarely try 
to assassinate one another’s 
leaders. 

Think how shocked we 
Americans were by the CIA 
schemes in the Kennedy 
administration to kiU Fidel 
Castro. States do not wari«‘ 
tonly make civilians targets 
without some compelling 
military justification. 
Consider the continuing dif- 
ficulty we have explaining 
to ourselves the destruction 
of Dresden and Hiroshima. 
Responsible states do not 
torture or kill their prison^ 


Terrorists have no interest 
in such distinctions. They 
operate outside the con- 
trived world of state-sanc- 
tioned violence. This is the 
source of their weakness, 
but also of their strength. 

They know that the kinds 
of retaliation that states use 
against one another — war. 
economic sanctions, embar- 
goes — are useless against 
them. A few individuals 
may occasionally be caught 

— such as the bombers at 
Riyadh, the World Trade 
Centre and Oklahoma City 

— but the core group of tfue 

believers remains 

untouched. 

Every modern state is 
highly vulnerable to such 
terrorism. Indeed, the more 
modem it is, the more tech- 
nologically and sociologi- 
cally complicated its struc- 
ture, the more vulnerable it 
is. It takes only a power out- 
age to shut down a great 
city, or an abandoned truck 
to instil fear among tens of 
thousands, as happened 
recently in Seattle. 

The United States is not 
alone in being a target or 
being vulnerable. Ordinary 
civilians, the more innocent 
the better, have been targets 
of IRA and Algerian terror- 
ists. The terrorist's objective 
is to neutralise power by 
assaulting it at its weakest 
link; public confidence. 


selves on being in the fore- 
front of the modem, in 
being the world's leader. 
But not everyone finds that 
world as appealing, or even 
as inevitable, as we do. To 
many it is deeply threaten- 
ing. 

We proudly declare our- 
selves to be No. 1, the 
world’s only remaining 
superpower. Naturally, the 
discontented of the world 
hold us responsible for their 
plight: their poverty, their 
ignorance, their weakness, 
their irrelevance. 

A nation cannot be No. 1 
when it suits its conve- 
nience and be “Who, little 
me?" when it doesn’t. 

In status begin responsi- 
bilities. We so much take for 
granted not only our status 
but our standards that it 
hardly occurs to us that oth- 
ers may look upon them 
with alarm. We extol such 
principles as democracy, 
individualism, con- 

sumerism and the market- 
place of ideas as though 
they were unconstested 
virtues. 


tent merely to subdue oth- 
ers. We insist that they be 
like us — for their own 
good, or course. We 
Americans are the world's 
most relentless proselyris- 
ers. 

The world must be demo- 
cratic. It must be capitalis- 
tic. It must be tied into the 
subversive messages of the 
World Wide Web. No won- 
der many feel threatened by 
what we represent. We are 
the apostles of globalisa- 
tion, the enemies of tradi- 
tion and hierarchy. 

A chasm runs through the 
centre of the globe. On one 
side are the modernisers, 
with their absolute belief in 
science, rationality, individ- 


ualism and progress. On the 
other are the defenders of 
the faith and moral certain- 
ty* 

The 


war between mod- 
ernisers and traditionalists 
will continue for a long 
time to come. Two worl<j|j 


are in collision, and all of u? 
are in the front lines. 


The author, professor of 
international relations at 
the University of Southern 
California, is the author of 
" Temptations of a 
Superpower. ” This article is 
reprinted from The New 
York Times. 


Why the United States? 
Alas, the proper question is. 
why not the United States? 

Just as the American gov- 
ernment is the locus of 
power within the United 
•States — and thus the logi- 
cal target for rightist militia 
members who feel other- 
wise powerless — so the 
United States is the locus of 
power for a “new world 
order” that would render 
irrelevant traditional faiths 
and even whole societies. 

Americans pride them- 


We are sincerely puzzled 
when others find these 
notions threatening.. We 
assume they must be either 
misinformed or obtuse. 
Like the Victorian traveller 
confronted by uncompre- 
hending “natives," we start 
talking louder. 

It was never the Soviet 
Union but the United States 
that was, and remains, the 
true revolutionary power. 
We believe that our institu- 
tions must confine all others 
to the “ash heap of history." 
We lead an economic sys- 
tem that has effectively 
buried every other form of 
production and distribution 
— leaving great wealth and 
sometimes great ruin in its 
wake. 

We purvey a culture based 
on mass entertainment and 
mass gratification: one that 
extols hedonism and accu- 
mulation even as it 
describes them as individu- 
alism and abundance. The 
cultural messages we trans- 
mit through Hollywood and 
McDonald's go out across 
the world to capture, and 
also to undermine, other 
societies. 

Unlike more traditional 
conquerors, we are not con- 


LETTERS 

Complaint heeded 


To the Editor: 


THE LETTER concerning pollution by the Fuheis 
cement factory, titled “Stop polluting’' (Jordan Times. 
July 23, 1996) is worth stopping at. and the writer. 
George Saig. should be assured char the company ’s top 
priority at present is to upgrade the environmental per- 
formance of its production lines, especially in the 
Fuhais plant. 

This is why the company has spent more than JD 11 
million so far this year to upgrade production line No. 

Jordan Cement Factories (JFCj has also awarded 
contracts tor upgrading production line No.6. 

The company will soon invite bids for the construc- 
tion of closed storage and handling facilities for raw 
materials. The cost of these three major environmental 
projects, in addition to other environmental devices, is 
estimated at JD _5 million. This demonstrates the com- 
mitment of the shareholders and the management of the 
company to the preservation of the environment and to 
shouldering their responsibilities in this regard. 

e hope that Mr Saig and ail those concerned would 
recognise JCF » efforts and appreciate the determina- 
tion of its shareholders and staff to reach international 
fndustity 1161113 standards 8 0V «ning this major and vital 


Ibrahim Ai Gamaz, 
Manager/Environmental Dept, 
Jordan Cement Factories Co* 
Foheis. 


Xvelcomes tetters and contributions 

j e° n T. subject tiiev wish toctie. 
Letters mteruiedfor publication, however, should con- 
,a,n ,he uruer s full name and prefenaL TJZss as 
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By Stuart MiUar and 
Bill O’Neill 

COMPUTER TECHNOL- 
OGY will have advanced so 
rar in the next 30 years that 
people will be able to 
record their lives on 
.immortality chips' 1 , allow- 
ing them to relive their own 
and other people’s memo- 
nes, according to British 
Telecom scientists. 

The scientists, on the Soul 
Catcher 2025 team based at 
the company’s Manlesham 
Heath laboratories near 
Ipswich, have calculated 
that computer chips will be 
available with a memory 
capacity of 10 million 
megabytes, more than a 
million times the memory 
capacity of today's average 
personal computer chip. 

According to their calcu- 
lations, this matches the 
amount of data we accumu- 
late during our lifetimes 
through the eye and other 
sensory nerves. They claim 
that this will allow massive 
amounts of information in 
the form of neuron pulses in 
the brain to be recorded on 
the human equivalent of an 
aircraft’s black box via 
probes connected to the 
main sensory nerves. 

The raw brain informa- 
tion would then be changed 
into a form where it could 
be downloaded onto com- 


F rom cradle to grave on memory chip 



puter and viewed on a 
screen or transferred into 
another person’s brain. 

Dr. Chris Winter, an 
expen in solid state physics 
and biochemistry, and 
leader of the BT research 
team, said recendy that the 
potential applications for 
such technology were virtu- 
ally limidess. “To use an 
analogy, we have split the 
atom but the bomb has not 
yet been built." 

He said the memory chips 
would revolutionise com- 
munications. People would 
be able to relay their experi- 
ences via a plastic-coated 
silicon chip in their body, 


allowing them to download 
memories rather than talk 
about them. 

At the moment, optical 
fibre links can carry the 
equivalent of I million tele- 
vision channels. Dr. Winter 
predicts that in 20 years this 
will have risen to 10 million 
channels, offering the capa- 
bility of down-loading an 
entire lifetime ftom chip in 
a second. 

“That would be very good 
for BT,” he said. "Speech 
and writing are such crude 
forms of communicating. 
With these chips, we 
wouldn’t have to rely on 
holiday snaps and our 


memories, we could simply 
play our experiences back 
to each other." 


disease; and less possibility 
of thieves and rapists escap- 
ing justice if a record of the 


pace of development, all 
five senses, everything a 
person does or thinks, could 


British Telecom scientists see prospect of people 
being fitted with “ black box ” mind recorders, 
with playback of experiences through computer 
links. 


Other benefits would 
include easier teaching 
methods; enhanced memo- 


crime was stored in a wit- 
ness’s chip. 

Dr. Winter denied his pro- 


xies for people suffering ill- jections were scientific day- 
nesses such as Alzheimer's dreaming. “At the current 


be stored and transmitted 
into computers or to some- 
body else,” he said. 

“In just 15 years, comput- 
er technology has advanced 


from machines with tiny 
memories to today's Pen- 
tium processors. This is 
merely a logical extension 
of that trend." 

According to industry 
estimates, BT has invested 
around £20 million in the 
project. Last year, the com- 
pany spent a total of £282 
million on research and 
development. 

But leading neuroscien- 
tists voiced doubts about 
the concept recently. Ken 
Hasse, an associate profes- 
sor at the Massachussets 
Institute of Technology in 
Boston, said; “We don't 
know enough about how 


the brain is organised to 
reduce our mind or collec- 
tion of experiences to the 
kind of digital representa- 
tion demanded. But we can 
afford to be optimistic. - 

Professor Steven Rose, of 
the Open University, said: 
“The problem is that the 
information recorded on the 
chip would be meaningless. 
You have to be able to 
understand what's going on 
in not just hundreds of 
thousands of nerve cells, 
but millions of nerve cells 
across the brain.” 


The Guardian 


China TV makers attack foreign brands in price war 


By Mark O’Neill 
Reuter 

BEUING — China’s colour 
television- makers have 
declared war on foreign 
brands that command 64 
per cent of the market, but 
may wind up victims of the 
battle rather than the vic- 
tors. industry officials say. 

“Buy - Konka, see-, the 
Olympics and win a lottery 
prize,” says a banner on the 
fourth floor of the Blue 
Island department store 
promoting a local brand 
that slashed prices by up to 
20 per cent last month. 

Another local producer. 
TCL, is offering a two per 
cent price cut on 2S- and 
29-inch sets, a T-shirt with 
a picture of a member of 
China’s women’s volleyball 
team, and a 40 per cent dis- 
count on a set of wedding 
photographs. 

The price war was 
unleashed in March by 
Sichuan Changhong Elec- 
tronic Appliances, China’s 
biggest domestic manufac- 
turer, which cut prices by 
eight to 18 per cent and 
launched a nationwide 
advertising blitz. 

Other major domestic 
producers followed suit, 
c ulminating in Shenzhen 
Konka Electronic slashing 
1,200 yuan ($1441 off the 
price of each set, the 
biggest reduction so far. 

Both Konka and Chang- 
hong said they cut prices to 
compete better with foreign 
brands, both imported and 
those produced by joint 
venture companies in 
China. 

“Foreign makers, espe- 
cially from South Korea, 
have cut prices several 
times, so some of their 


models could be cheaper 
than ours,” said the manag- 
er of Konka’s Beijing 
office. “If we did not cut 
prices, others would take 
our market share. 

“The price cuts are 
putting increasing pressure 
on domestic producers,” he 
said. “Some small-scale 
ones are in trouble.” 

A Changhong spokesman 
said by phone from its 
headquarters in southwest 
Sichuan province that the 
price cuts were timed to 
precede reductions in 
import tariffs on April 1. 

“Our target was foreign 
competitors," he said. 
“They have more famous 
brands than ours. If their 
prices are lower than ours, 
we will not be competitive. 

“Many foreign makers 
have joint venture compa- 
nies in China that have low 
prices and are very compet- 
itive. We must take the ini- 
tiative and win market 
share," he said. 

The price cut had led to a 
surge in sales, he said, but 
declined to give figures. 

The official market news- 
paper said a survey of 100 
department stores in 35 
major cities showed Chang- 
hong’s market share had 
leapt to 27.43 per cent from 
15.29 per cent in the first 
quarter as a result of the 
cuts. 

A spokesman for Mat- 
sushita Electric Industiy 
said the price war had 
affected sales of its sets of 
25-inch and smaller but not 
its larger models. 

"Consumers do not nec- 
essarily buy because of 
lower, prices," be said. “In 
Chini. if you cut prices, 
consumers will bold off 


buying until they get what 
they think is the lowest 
price.” 

He said Matsushita's 
dealers in China opposed 
price cuts, and his firm pre- 
ferred to rely on its high 
level of technology and 
products developed for the 
Chinese market. 

Production of smaller sets 
has begun at a joint venture 
plant in eastern Shandong 
province and the' output of 
25-inch sets for sale in 
China and export would 
begin in 1997, he added. 

A spokesman for Peony, 
the biggest television pro- 
ducer in Beijing, said if all 
manufacturers cut prices it 
would hurt the foundation 
of China's television indus- 
try. 

“This price war is certain- 
ly hurting China’s domestic 
industry and each firm will 
be hit differently," he said. . 

“We do not want a public 
price war that provokes 
fights among Chinese tele- :V * 
vision makers.” 


With nearly 100 produc- 
ers of television sets, 
China’s production capaci- 
ty is more than double 
demand. But only four 
manufacturers can make 
more than one million sets 
a year and only Changhong 
and Konka produce more 
than two million. • % 

Some companies produce 
only a few thousands sets a 
year. 

The world’s top 10 televi- 
sion makers all have joint 
ventures in China. Sam- 
sung’s plant in northern 
Tianjin has annual capacity 
•-of 1.5 million sets, and 
Sony plans 1.8 million 
capacity in Shanghai, state 
media reported. 

Official figures show 
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Television sets line the wall as a prospective customer (second left) plays with 
television set at Beying’s Blue Island department store (Reuter photo). 


a remote control while >a 'salesperson attempts to sell an ‘imported n 


imports, including smug- 
gled sets, accounted for 40 
per cent of the 13.6 million 
colour televisions sold here 
in 1995. Foreign brands 
produced in Chinese facto- 
ries had 24 per cent and 
domestic Chinese brands 
36 per cent 

In Januaiy-May, China 


produced 8.337 million 
sets, up 1 1 .73 per cent from 
the same 1995 period, and 
imported 140,000 sets, 
down 58 per cent In all of 
1995, China produced 
19.583 million sets, up 
15.91 per cent from 1994. 

Thousands more sets 
were smuggled in. 


Moscow zoo breeds success from market economics 


By Ron Popeski 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Moscow's 
zoo, decrepit and crumbling 
in the Soviet era, has been 
transformed into a modern 
site for family outings, 
thanks to market economics 
and a big helping hand front 
powerful Mayor Yun 
Luzhkov. 

Uny cages with msung 
steel bars have been mostly 
replaced by spacious, land- 
scaped enclosures wbere 
Amur tigers, Tibetan bears 
and American coyotes frol- 

^Viskors no longer negoti- 
ate pushchairs through vast 
puddles or rutted pathways 
ankle-deep in mud. 

They pa through an 
entrance dominated by a i cas- 
Ue-!ike facade on to cobbled 
paths. A stroll takes them 
alongside giraffes ambling m 


and out of a freshly-painted 
shed or past a lush flamingo * 
pond overlooked by picnic 
tables and food stands. 

Cranes and truckloads of 
concrete and panelling dot the 
20 -hectare site. That can make 
life difficult for animals shunt- 
ed from one temporary enclo- 
sure to another. 

-Building programmes at 
zoos generally involve one or 
rwo sites. We had to son over 
again with just about every- 
thing.” said Natalya Istratova, 
the zoa’s press secretary. 

“I've just come from the ele- 
phant house. It's a disaster the 

walls are coming down, there 
are cracks everywhere They 
live in a temporary hodse for 
now but they can’t go for 

y^ *| ITcS -** 1 

jhe apes have fared a little 
be-ner. rehoused for now in an 
administrative building over a 
pharmacy and hairdressing 

salon. 


“You ‘can imagine what sort 
of hairdresser-type smells 
there are." said zoologist Istra- 
tova. “At first they literally 
turned up their noses. Now 
they're more or less used to iL'\ 

The zoo is one of several 
high-profile projects backed 
by Mr. Luzhkov — reelected 
last month with nearly 90 per 
cent support Others include 
rebuilding the vast Christ the 
Saviour Cathedral, blown up 
by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin 
in 1931. and modernising 
Moscow’s perimeter road, 
once an unlit potholed death 
trap. 

“Huge suras of money have 
been poured in. But it’s hard to 
say how much because we still 
run our affairs here in a curi- 
ous Russian way, through back 
doors,” said Ms. Istratova. 

“More important than 
money is the fact that Luzhkov 
has given us reliable workers 
and building: materials. It’s not 


enough here to have money. 
You need someone with 
clout*’ 

The builders listen, she said, 
because, unlike hundreds of 
thousands of other Russian 
workers, they know Mr. 
Luzhkov's office will pay 
them. Unsuitable materials for 
the polar bear enclosure, for 
instance, were returned and 
replaced quickly. 

The entire zoo shut for six 
weeks this year to proceed 
with the facelift, reopening in 
may to initial daily crowds of 
up to 70,000. 

“It was like the metro at rush 
hour," Ms. Istraiova said. “It 
was like in Soviet times when 
people would flood into 
Moscow from the provinces to 
buy sausage they couldn’t get 
at home and then come to the 
zoo to relax." 

Admission, a bargain in 
overpriced Moscow at 2.000 
roubles (5 l\ covers only 10 


per cent of the operating bud- 
get Billboard campaigns to 
boost contributions have little 
effect in a country just getting 
used to charitable causes. 

Mr. Luzhkov’s hand, howev- 
er benevolent extends every- 
where. 

A young woman employee 
interrupts Ms. Istratova, dis- 
playing new, glossy admission 
tickets, complete with an owl- 
like logo and small map. 

“They look nice,” Ms. Istra- 
tova said. “Let’s hope Yuri 
Mikhailovich (Luzhkovl likes 
them.” 

Market economics meant an 
end to the Soviet-era scroung- 
ing in and around Moscow to 
ensure the animals were fed. - 

“Our animals never went 
hungry under communism, 
though near the end the only 
thing available was beets,” Ms. 
Istratova said. 
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Saudi Arabia tries to cope 
with peak power demand 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia is increasing its power 
generation capacity to keep 
up with surging electricity 
demand but price reforms 
and foreign investment are 
viral, analysts and contrac- 
tors in the kingdom have 
said. 

Electricity demand is alr- 
eady dangerously close to 
capacity and official fore- 
casts point to more than 
seven per cent annual de- 
mand growth for the rest of 
the decade, mainly from 
growing industrial demand. 
" So strong has demand 
been this summer that the 
state-oil firm Saudi Aramco 
has bad to cut back its hard 
currency crude exports to 
supply the power firms with 
extra fuel. 

Peak electricity consump- 
tion in Saudi Arabia will 
reach 23,3 1 0-megawatis 

(MW) by the end of the 
decade from 17,228 MW in 
1994-95. according to pro- 
jections made by the min- 
istry of planning in the 
country's sixth five-year 
plan (1995-2000) 

To meet this the ministry 
is planning to increase 
power generation capacity 
to 25,273 MW in the year 
2000 from 18,23S MW in 
1994-95. assisted by out- 
side financing.. 

Saudi Consolidated Elec- 
tric Company-East (SCE- 
CO-East), the country’s 


biggest power firm, last 
month awarded a $1.1 bil- 
lion contract to build a 
2,400 MW station at Gha- 
zlan which will start com- 
ing on stream at the end of 
1999. Earlier, the state’s 
second largest electricity 
firm invited contractors to 
bid for a $2 billion project 
for a power station at 
Shuaiba near the Red Sea 
city of Jeddah. 

“A lot of extra capacity is 
needed for now and the 
future... Disruptions have 
been at peak time and tar- 
iffs have created a great 
waste in consumption," said 
Ismail Sajini. president of 
Jeddah's Sajini Research 
and Consulting Centre. 

With smaller plants being 
built there is enough capac- 
ity available for the next 
two years but more power 
stations will have to be built 
to meet growing demand, 
especially from the indus- 
trial cities of Jubail and 
Yanbu, analysts said. 

But simply building new 
plants will not change fun- 
damental problems in the 
power generation, transmis- 
sion and distribution sec- 
tors such as heavy price 
subsidies. 

“It is imperative to review 
the electricity tariff struc- 
ture and its level.. .to ratio- 
nalise consumption,'’ the 
planning ministry urged in ’ 
the current economic plan. 


Industry has suffered sup- 
ply disruptions in summer 
months as air conditioning 
demand soars while large- 
scale industrial projects are 
hampered by delays in elec- 
tricity connections and con- 
cerns over guaranteed sup- 
plies, contractors said. 

Heavy price subsidies on 
electricity are draining the 
financial reserves of the 
four main regional power 
utilities and fanning de- 
mand ever higher despite 
the introduction of a special 
surcharge for large con- 
sumers this year, contrac- 
tors said. 

‘ ’Comprehensive financial 
and administrative restruc- 
turing of the indusoy is 
now an urgent necessity." 
according to the country's 
own planning ministry. 

The ministry has said the 
financial position of aut- 
onomous electricity co- 
mpanies lacks proper bal- 
ance. evident in high debt 
to capital ratios and low 
capital to asset ratios. 

With low prices hamper- 
ing the four main electricity 
firms’ ability to build new 
capacity, a greater role for 
foreign investment is being 
encouraged by the ministry 
which is eager to rein-in 
spending to reduce the 
state’s $4 billion budget 
deficit. 



| A Swiss multinational company, leader in the field of diagnostic 
" instruments and reagents, is planning to start-up operations in Jordan. 


The company has an opportunity for an application specialist to work in 
the Jordanian market. 


Applicants for the position should have: 

1) A degree in Medical Technology. 

2) Fluency in English. 

3) At least .2 years experience in one of the main clinicaidaboKtiories. 

4) A valid Jordanian driving licence and preferably owns a car. ‘ 1 

If you meet the above criteria and interested to apply, please send your CV to: 


General Manager, 
P.O.Box 294, 
Amman 11118, 
Jordan. 


All applications will be dealt with under strict confidentiality. 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 Capital of 
Morocco 
6 King toppers 
10 Author Hunter 
14 " — Ben 
Jon son!" 

15 Joint 

16 Fodder tower 

17 Jeans material 

18 Dill herb, old 
style 

19 Mum one 

20 Clock 
mechanism 

22 Inter — . 

23 Draftable 

24 Chore 

26 Unpretentious 
30 Dormancy 

32 Aussie ra tiles 

33 Kett of the 
comics 

35 Process ore 
39 Straightforward 
41 Clique 

43 Uncompromising 

44 Ogle 

46 St. Petersburg's 
river 

47 Utopian 

49 More Bohemian 
51 — oil 
54 Sea eagle 

56 Butter, it's not 

57 Shield with a 
coat of arms 

63 Kind of Skirt 

64 Camp beds 

65 Eldritch 

66 Construction 
piece 

67 Civil wrong 

68 Music or sauce 

69 Quote authority 

70 Remain 

71 Precipitous 
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DOWN 

1 Went on 
horseback 

2 God of war 

3 Judge’s bench 

4 Opera highlight 

5 Rhythmic rates 

6 'There is 
nothing like — " 


7 Rim fan 

8 Divisible by 
two 

9 Divan 

10 Sleep slope 

1 1 Country house 

12 Actor Delon 

13 Wanderer 
21 Matriculate 

25 Remainder 

26 Military meal 

27 Fail to include 

28 Desert sight 

29 Writing desk 
31 Sneaker string 
34 Weblike 

membrane 

36 ‘ — saw Elba" 

37 Not taped 

38 Saline droplet 
40 Within: pref. 

42 Praying figure. 

in art 

45 "Mourning 
Becomes—" 
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48 Constructs 

50 Niche 

51 Funny fellow 

52 Whodunit item 

53 French 
lawmaking 
group 


55 Impaired by 
disuse 

58 Chimney dirt 

59 Ardor 

60 Perry's creator 

61 Seine tributary 

62 Type of tide 


Morocco 
says budget 
deficit better 
than forecast 


RABAT (Rj — Moroccan 
Finance Minister Moham- 
mad Kabbaj has said that 
the budget deficit for first 
half 1996 was better than 
forecast, inflation was on 
target and external reserves 

had improved. 

Mr. Kabbaj, addressing 
the money and savings com- 
mittee at the central bank in 
Rabat, said the budget 
deficit fell to an annualised 
rate of 2.0 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 
first half 1996, lower than 
the 3-5 per cent forecast in 
the transitional budget for 
the period. He said provi- 
sional figures suggested the 
effects on die economy of 
last year’s devastating 
drought were worse than 
expected. The central bank 
said GDP shrank by 7.6 per 
cent last year due to the 
worst drought on record. 

Mr. Kabbaj. who did not 
give any figures, said tins 
bad pushed the budget 
deficit to 5.3 per cent of 
GDP in 1995 and the current 
account deficit to 4.8 per 
cent 

"The execution of the bud- 
get for first half of 1996 has 
proceeded in a generally sat- 
isfactory manner with the 
deficit in the order of 2.0 per 
cent of GDP on an annual 
basis and that was thanks to 
the good evolution of fiscal 
receipts,” Mr. Kabbaj said. 

Inflation averaged an 
annualised 4.4 per cent in 
the first half of the year, 
compared with 6.1 per cent 
for the whole of 1995. 

Mohammad Seqat, gover- 
nor of Bank Al Maghrib 
(central bank) said the coun- 
try's foreign reserves were 
also up 3.5 per cent or by 
500 million dirhams ($58 
million) in first half 1996 
compared with the same 
period last year. 


Jordan seeks strategic 
partners in cement company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
is planning to open the door 
for international firms to 
acquire equity in the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC) in which 
the government bolds a 
major stake and will soon 
make an announcement to 

attract potential strategic 
partners for this purpose, 
according to Finance Min- 
ister Marwan Awad 
In remarks published in 
Al Dus to or Arabic daily' 
Monday, die minister 

revealed that Holderbank 

of Switzerland and Lafarge 
of France, which are both 
major European companies 
specialised in cement pro- 
duction, have offered to 
enter as partners and 
acquire equity in the com- 
pany’s shares but their bids 
were unacceptable in 
terms of price. 

The French and the Swiss 
firms are welcome to make 
their bids along with other 
interested companies once 
the announcement on equi- 
ty in the JCFC shares are 


formally made, added the 
minister 

Asked on other invest- 
ments in Jordan, Mr Awad 
said that in 1996 the local 
investments corresponded 
to 34 per cent of the gross 
domestic product as com- 
pared to 30 per cent in 1992. 

‘This is a very good 
achievement by inter- 
national standards,** said the 
minis ter who pointed out 
that foe private sector 
accounted 1 for 78 per cem 
of the total volume of 
investments in the King- 
dom . He noted that invest- 
ments were on the increase. 

As to foreign investments, 
he said that they have 
reached JD 9.1 million in 
1995 and indicated that for- 
eign companies’ invest- 
ments at the Amman 
Financial Market account- 
ed for 31 per cent of the 
overall market share value, 
slightly less than the previ- 
ous year. 

He said foreign invest- 
ments were made mainly in 
the banking , industrial and 


insurance sectors. 

On the subject of privati- 
sation, Mr Awad said that 
the government remains 
committed to a strategic 
programme in cooperation 
with foe World Bank to 
achieve foe privatisation 
process. 

The government has cre- 
ated a ministerial commit- 
tee, chaired by the prime 
minister, to draw up privati- 
sation policies .but in the 

meantime the government 
has sold part of its shares in 

hotels and industrial busi- 
nesses and is committed to 
sell its shares in five other 
companies in addition to 
the JCFC. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment has already 
ann ounced its intention io 
sell its shares in the Amman 
Marriott Hotel and the 
tomato paste and the textile 
company and plans to 
transfer part of the activi- 
ties of the Housing and 
Urban Developmen Depart- 
ment to the private sector. 




Britain attracts record investment 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
attracted tf record lewd of over- 


seas investment last year and 
was foe favourite European 
destinatio n for Asian and 
Noth American funds, an 


annual study by the Invest in 
Britain Bureau (IBB) has 
reported. 

The number of foreign 
investments rose by 10 per cent 
in 12 months to reach a record 
total of 477 in foe period April 
1 995 to March 1996. The com- 
bined value of the investments 
was estimated at between 150 
and 1 60 billion pounds (5225 
to $240 billion ), the IBB said 

It added that the cash injec- 
tions created 48,256 new jobs 
around the couany and safe- 
guarded 48^96 others. 

UnveOiog foe study, Hade 


and Industry Secretary Ian 
Lar^sakb^Tbeworidis flock- 
ing to locate mBritam because 
our potides of setting enter- 
prise free have made us foe 
enterprise centre of Europe. 
We have low taxes, low bur- 
dens and high performance”. 

He contrasted high social 
security payments in other 
European countries with 
Britain’s tax re gime. British 
employers pay 18 per cent of 
foe total wage bill in social 
security charges, compared 


with 41 per cent of wages in 
France and 32 per cent in Ger- 
many, Ml Lang said 

The study showed that about 
40 per cent of North American 
and Japanese investors who 
decided to direct funds into the 
European Union had chosen 
Bri tain 

Fifty per cent of South Kore- 
an companies which invested 
in Europe and 57 per cent of 
Taiwanese investors 

ploughed their funds inro 
Britain, the IBB said. 


« 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirioft 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


Anyone carat for a crumpet? ] 



‘Stanley, turn off your computer 
and come eat your dinner! 
No, I can’t upload it to you!” 
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HOW THE WORKING 
| WOMEN ADAPTEC? TO I 
AN AFTERNOON 
OF LEISURE. 


YAFULT 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

TOP V 




Vfesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; CRUSH BATCH ATTACH GADFLY 
Answer. What emerged when the wind blew off his 
toupee -THE BALD TRUTH 


Peanuts 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
TUESDAY, JULY 
30, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righrer Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Seek out the 
right individual who can 
give you advice today to 
make" your business oper- 
ate more efficient. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to spend fois 'time- 
with your loved ones out 
on the town and have 
some fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Take time to 
improve relationships 
with fellow associates 
and you can make any sit- 
uation which comes up 
more productive. Hus 
evening is better spent at 
home with books or tele- 
vision instead of going 
out on the town. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Don't have a talk 
with your loved ones at 
this time or there could be 
an disagreement which 
could be” avoided. This is 
a good evening to invite 
others to your home, 
however, do hot make it a 
large gathering of people. 
MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) A friend 
who is practical can give 
you the right idea to make 
a cherished wish come 
true and this will be quite 
beneficial. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with some bigwig and 
sketch out the plans for 
some current project. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Study your status in 
life and "how it can be 
improved for the better in 
the days ahead. An 
important person appreci- 
ates your efforts this 
evening and will be will- 
ing to show his or her 
gratitude in some mone- 
tary fashion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make 
worthwhile contacts dur- 
ing foe day time today and 
though your efforts they 
can/be fruitful!" Take no 
riSfe? this evening con- 
cerning intimate matters 
or you could find yourself 
in a great deal of difficul- 


a 


IBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Practical 
matters are easily bandied 
today and these can be 
quite prosperous. Do 
whatever will please your 
mate and he or she will 
show you much apprecia- 
tion. Avoid demanding 
friends tonight or you 
could find yourself in 
some difficul tv. 
SCORPIO: (’October 23 
to November 21 ) Come to 
the right agreement with 
fellow associates and 
through your efforts you 
can be quite successful. 
This is a good night to be 
out on foe town with 
close friends, however, do 
not make it too late since 
you have many things to 
get accomplished. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
A practical staoce yields 
successful business 
affairs which can be quite 
fruitful in the days ahead. 
Spend foe evening with 
those you trust and" it can 
be a very harmonious 
period in your life. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Enjoy 
your spare time today 
with loved ones and close 
friends and you can make 
fois day quite harmo- 
nious. This will be a good 
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evening to have a serious 
discussion with your 


mate and hash out any 

difficulties which are pre- 
sent. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Do 
someth j ng which your 
loved ones desire of you 
today before getting into 
outside matters of impor- 
tance. Avoid egotistical 
people this evening and 
you can make much 
progress towards gaining 
your success. 

PISCES: (Februarv 20 to 
March 20) Safeguard 
your health in some man- 
ner which is important to 
you at fois time/Get into 
the hobby you enjoy so 
much and excel at for you 
to have some peace of 
mind instead of handling 
un y stressful situations 
which are present. 


Jb’rthstone of July: Ru- 
by — Tiger’s Eye! 
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Private sector development is one of the pillars 
of the World Bank’s policy — senior official says 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — To face its 
heavy foreign debt, 

amounting to nearly JD 4.5 
billion at the end of 1995, 
Jordan should “earn hard 
currency, through boosting 
exports and encouragin'* 
the private sector's produc- 
tivity” advised Hiroo 

Fukui.World Bank Vice- 
president for Cofi nancing 
and Financial Advisory 
Services Department 

Lecturing at the World 
Affairs Council late Sun- 
day. Mr. Fukui, who has 
served for several years at 
the ministry of finance of 
Japan and at the 

International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) before moving 
to the World Bank in his 
actual capacity two years 
ago. stressed the impor- 
tance of privatisation and 
private sector development. 

“Private sector develop- 
ment is one of the pillars of 
the World Bank's policy.” 
he said, adding that “past 
experiences show that the 
private sector’s role is 
essential to achieve eco- 
nomic growth in develop- 
ing countries." 

The private sector, Mr. 
Fukui explained, can play a 
major role in creating job 
opportunities, reducing 
unemployment as well as 

Kuwait’s 
top bank 
takes over 
Beirut’s 
Rifbank 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Rifbank had been taken 
over by National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK) and Rif- 
bank’s name would change 
to National Bank of 
Kuwait-Lebanon SAL. 

Officials at Rifbank, a 
medium-size Beirut bank 
with six branches and 1 13 
staff, said NBK, which is 
Kuwait’s biggest commer- 
cial bank, completed the 
takeover at the end of June 
by raising its holding in the 
Lebanese bank to 78 per 
cent from 45 per cent at the 
end of 1995. 

“The increase of share- 
holding was finalised 
around the end of June 
1996. The new name 
should take hold by the end 
of next month," Rifbank 
General Manager Michael 
Rowihab told Reuters. 

NBK made a cash contri- 
bution to raise Rifbank's 
capital by S5.5 million as 
of March 6, 1996, he said 


increasing productivity and, 
ultimately, helping reduce 
the budget deficit." 

Pointing out that in cer- 
tain fields of production, 
the private sector can “pro- 
vide higher-standard tech- 
nology and more efficient 
performance,” the World 
Bank Vice-president 
warned that “state-owned 
enterprises are often ineffi- 
cient and represent a big 
dram of budgetary 

resources." 

Privatising such “drains 
of budgetary resources ” the 
government could save tax- 
money and proceed to 
i.ivest in sectors that are 
socially more important. 

Though underlining the 
necessity and importance of 
privatisation, Mr. Fukui did 
not reject arguments and 
doubts raised by the audi- 
ence over the high social 
costs which privatisation 


processes email. 

“Undoubtedly, with pri- 
vatisation, many employees 
become redundant and the 
government must create a 
social safety net to reallo- 
cate the surplus of human 
resources in other sectors ” 
Mr. Fukui clarified. 

‘The privatisation process 
cannot be generalised, but 
there are different ways to 
privatise" he said. 

“Even though . privatise 
tion can be tailored on dif- 
ferent realities, considering 
the country's economic fea- 
tures and needs," the World 
Bank Vice-president 
stressed the need for an 
“enabling environment,” in 
which the government has 
provided all the institution- 
al infrastructure necessary 
to the privatisation process. 

Fora successful and pain- 
less privatisation process, 
“the government must have 


in place good companies 
laws and a good financial 
system, while the capital 
market must be reasonably 
developed,” the senior 
World Bank official indicat- 
ed. 

During the seminar, Mr. 
Fukui also presented the 
“World Bank guarantee” as 
a new tool created by the 
World Bank two years ago 
to attract private capital to 
projects in developing 
countries. 

World Bank guarantees 
work as a “catalyst for pri- 
vate capital flows” and are 
provided to private lenders 
to finance infrastructure 
projects where the demand 
for funding is large, politi- 
cal and sovereign risks are 
significant and ■ long-matu- 
rity financing is critical to 
the project’s viability. 

By covering risks that the 
market could not bear or 


adequately evaluate and by 
“being committed to pay 
back the private lender in 
case anything goes wrong, 
the World Bank shows its 
support to the private sec- 
tor," Mr. Fukui concluded. 

World Bank reports esti- 
mate that over $200 billion 
in infrastructure invest- 
ments are needed world- 
wide every year to provide 
developing countries with 
basic infirarfriicttire 1 ’ such as 

water and electricity sys- 
tems. 

The World Bank envoy 
Monday held talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Plan- 
ning Minister Rima Khalaf. 

Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Mr. Fukui 
reviewed with the prime 
minister the World Bank's 
financing of projects in the 
Kingdom. 


MOOM riHANCZAZ. souwav 
BOUSH SMB UBl tt W UOOX - SBHElSANt 
T9L&PB0MEI 607111 / 607179 

onsMzncD markkt shark rues list fob wrmx 29/07/1*98 



tnst 13 

SZCJt 

MONTHS 

LO»~ 

COMPACT'S NAME 

f t E 

DXV. 

in. 

or 

TRACT- 

m. or 

SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

n 

OWN 

HIZCS 

CLOSE 
TRICE ' 

CHAMOt 

350.000 205. 000 

ABA* BANE 

U.* 

1.61 

7 

160 

34B30 

210.50 

217. SO 

1.00- 

3. BOD 

3.DOO 

BAER or JCOtnAB 

10.9 

0.00 

2 

929 

2794 

3.02 

3.01 

.01- 

1.310 

.880 

MID. EAST XNV.BIC. 

64.4 

0.00 

7 

3500 

2433 

.97 

.*• .98 

.01-^ 

S 5.940 

4-350 

THE BOOS LUG BE. 

12.4 

2.97 

1 

200 

930 

4.79 

4.65 

.14- 

3.040 

2-600 

JaULKOKAII BMW 

19.6 

0.00 

16 

1938 

5228 

2.71 

2.70 

.01- 

1.24D 

.900 

job. cult nn 

5,6 

7.4b 

9 

6075 

3679 

.94 

.94 

- 

4.1B0 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.0 

0.00 

4 

2190 

7624 

3.59 

5.53 

.06- 

9 4.250 

1.700 

UNION 8R.SAV. IMV. 

* 

0.00 

3 

3100 

5362 

1.73 

1.73 

- 

1.090 

.200 

AMMAN SANK XNV. 

9 

0.00 

6 

79DD 

2434 

.31 


.01+ 

1.680 

1.000 

PKOJUSL.ZXV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

6 

3050 

3429 

1.14 

1.13 

.01- 

BANK GErroa VOXELS laDBXs 

171.61 *CW« 

-0.66 

61 

28002 

707B3 




* 1.B50 

1.130 

ARAB INI 9BAS ZMSUR. 

10.6 

5.21 

1 

£50 

360 

1.52 

1.44 

.08- 

2. 920 

3.150 

JOT J-HKNCS UtfUR. 

6.3 

B.93 

1 

250 

560 

2. as 



INSORMCt SECTOR TOTALS INPEX: 

123.36 *CHCi 

-0.34 

?■ 

500 

920 






1.900 

6.050 

2.270 

1.260 

1.610 

2.430 


1.450 JOR.ELBCTBXC I™. 
4.650 ARAB INK. NOT SU 
i.oeo whl. tosttolto 

.730 JORDAN IWTt.taAD. 
■HD SAKE* EDUCATION 
1.700 UNIFIED CO. 


10. s 

17.1 
9 

14. 5 
V 

10.1 


7.89 

2.97 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

5.21 


2A 

1 

4 

1 

1 

11 


21202 

10000 

1400 

4500 

200 

4200 


12220 

SOSOO 

1655 

3105 

200 

A04S 


Z.52 

5.00 
1-20 

.73 

1.01 
1.93 


1.52 

5.05 

1.18 

.69 

1.00 

1.92 


. 00 * 

. 02 “ 

.04- 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 


SJERVIGE SB CM8 TOTALS 


INDEX t 112.62 XCHOi lO.ll 


3.810 

3.150 

5.960 

10.550 

3.7BD 

5.310 

6.450 
2.600 
8.000 

.740 

1.500 

2.720 

1.210 

2.260 

3.600 

4.900 

1.660 

2.220 

3.450 
2-170 
1.100 
2.460 
1.490 
2.230 


3. 060 

2.750 

4.750 
8.720 

2.250 

3.100 
5.C50 

2.100 

4.250 
.450 

1.060 
1-710 

.660 
1.060 
2.540 
2.660 
• 830 
1.080 
1.760 
1.140 
.9X0 

1.750 
1.090 
1.110 


JOB. ORfKMT TACT. 

joR.ruusFB&zz tans 

UHR POTASH 00. 

job. nTBOL.Ntrxnxr 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.ACa. 
MUM PHARE. MART. 
JW.CSRAKZC 2ND. 
JORQAN DAW 
DAR AIDAKA dv.xbv. 

lxvzstoc* *-J0uwia_ 

ARAB Mm OONV.MD. 
HAT ZONAL STEEL 1MD. 
RATIONAL INDS. 
HfTSRXED.R97HD.CRXK. 
UHLV.CBBK.1BDS. 

NATL. CAULS WIKB.HWlC 
JOB- SULPHO GH8M 
ARAB FBAKM.LOBM. 

DHXV. MOON. I MQS. 

COR. ZH»- RESOURCES 
JOR, ITS* CABLE CO. 

2L -BAY HA ADZ NEAR 
INTI.- TOBACCO 
TJR TUN CSC. 6 VEC. 


17.9 
30.1 

15.0 
9.3 

29.4 

28.3 
7.1 

12.9 

12. J 

v/Sr 

•% 

4 

73-0 

18.3 
9 

27.1 
5.7 

17.7 

37.7 
P 

2 8.2 
28.6 


.11 

46 

41502 

95726 




3.19 

23 

6235 

L9462 

3.15 

3.13 

.02- 

0.00 

2 

79 

219 

2.95 

2.80 

.05- 

4.04 

3 

1000 

4950 

li-OO 

4.95 

.05- 

a . to 

12 

2337 

2X500 

9.25 

9,20 

.05- 

o.oo 

2 

554 

1213 

2. IB 

2.19 

.01*' 

5.99 

J4 

6057 

13559 

3.37 

3.34 

.03- 

4.39 

1 

100 

571 

6.0Q 

5.71 

.29- 

7.14 

3 

220 

463 

2.10 

2.10 

— 

4.*b, 

*• 

1540 

G«96 

4.48 

4.48 

- 

0.0D 

'’TO 

17COO 

6.420 

.51 

.50 

.01- 


— M 

15928 

19740 

1.26 

1.24 

.02- 

o.oo — 

1 ■ ■ 

soo 

675' — 

1.36 

1.35 

.01- 

tt.96 ■' 

12 

12DOU 

6060 

.68 

.67 

.01 

0.00 

7 

I6b» 

1995 

1.23 

1-21 

.02- 

Q.00 

2 

7 CO 

2070 

2.78 

2.76 

.02- 

0.00 

5 

1073 

3220 

3.05 

3.00 

.04- 

0.00 

4 

1000 

874 

.89 

.87 

.02- 

0.00 

11 

2150 

3131 

1.47 

1.45 

.02- 

to. 64 

10 

4200 

7828 

1.89 

1.88 

.01- 

0.00 

10 

3B00 

5359 

1.44 

1.41 

.03- 

0.00 

8 

2860 

2907 

1.02 

1. 02 

.01- 

0.00 

l 

100 

182 

l.fll 

1.42 

.01+ 

0.00 

SB 

33350 

•0137 

1.18 

1.20 

.02+ 

0.00 

3 

700 

mo 

1.14 

1.16 

.02+ 


INDUSTRIAL SBOraK TOTALS 


ZNDRX: 1D4.14 «CB 0; -0-9 2_ 

Si -0.70 


262 


113173 


174237 


371 


183177 


PARALLEL HARKS? SHARE PRICE LIST EOR HON HA* 


341666 

29/07/1996 


M 

H 


.840 
. 8L0 
.960 
1.000 
1.20a 

38.700 

.640 

1.160 

1.100 

1.080 

1.000 

1.710 

.940 

.880 

1.460 

1.500 

5-600 


.510 CENTRAL OK*. STORAGE 

.630 JOB. TRADE' FAC. 

.520 RAIL. COW*R. CENTERS 

.700 ONION I**. 50= 

.530 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

35.100 JO* TOURIST TRAM. 00 

.340 joe . 1 mm .hatch— jehco 

.550 NATL. TEXT US 

.620 mxz..icaLX,B»C.8Aiaca 

.770 JORDAN STEEL 

.620 tfZDB&SZ MUM- 751 

1.100 rafICOf TOBACCO 75* 

.640 BAEZ FRENI. 652 

.440 ZEOS. EEC. 

.770 XROS* CSRMOO 

.530 KID. EAST COMPLEX 

3.900 ARAB STEEL FTP** 


22.1 
16. D 

■ 

CO. 9 
9 
2.5 
9 
9 
E 
E 

X'- 

E 

S 

33.3 

8 

S.4 

10.9 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

o.oo 

0.00 

3.60 

0.00 

o.ao 

D.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Q.00 

0.00 

0.00 

6.27 


QNJkttO TOTAL 


3 

1 

13 

/ 

1 

6 

1 

13 

3 

7 

6 

1 

16 

2 

19 

* 


3395 

1838 

.55 

.55 

- 

2000 

1260 

.63 

.63 


. 230 

123 

.93 

.49 

.03- 

66150 

14417 

.72 

.72 

- 

47728 

28565 

.59 

.57 

.02- 

250 

9625 

38.70 

38.50 

.20- 

4000 

1560 

.41 

.39 

.02- 

100 

54 

.56 

.54 

.02- 

8726 

5672 

..65 

.65 

“ 

416 

32 S 

.80 

.79 

.01- 

2450 

931 

.64 

.63 

.01 

6774 

6028 

1.16 

1.14 

.02 - 

1000 

290 

.04 

.64 


7400 

4014 

.67 

.56 

.03- 

. 2200 

1738 

.80 

.79 

.01- 

16900 

12208 

.76 

.72 

.04- 

150 

899 

3.90 

3.99 

■05+ 


lOBAA 


89247- 


Daily 


Beat 


Foreign assets account for 62.6% 
of the Central Bank's total assets 


** TOTAL ASSETS held by the Central 
Bank of Jordan at the end of June 
amounted to JD 3,430.1 million, a 10. IS 
percent increase over the JD 3,1 13.3 mil- 
lion at the end of June, 1995. Foreign 
assets totalled JD 2,156.4 million 
($3,040.5 million) or 62.67 per cent of 
the total assets. Assets in local currency 
comprising government bonds and notes, 
treasury bills, discounted bills and 
advances and other assets totalled JD 
1 131.8. On the liability side, total curren- 
cy issued amounted (o JD 1,027.57 mil- 
lion of which JD 198.2 million were 


deposits and current accounts, JD 492.4 
million for banks and JD 501 .1 in certifi- 
cates of deposit. Foreign liabilities 
retailed JD 954.S million ($1,346.27 mil- 
lion) of which JD 792.59 million were 
bank deposits, JD 23.75 million of for- 
eign certificates of deposits and JD 
138.46 million of other deposits. Capital 
was stable at JD 18 million, the general 
reserve at JD 6.98 million and allocations 
at about JD 124.47 million. Contingent 
liabilities against leners of credit amount- 
ed to JD 178.1 million, noticeably higher 
than previous amounts (A1 Ra’i). 


Al Mafraq Food Industries posts 


** AL MAFRAQ Food Industries Com- 
pany was able to record JD 2.1 1 million 
in sales during a 9-month production 
period that started April 1, 1995 until the 
end of last year. Sales of juice amounted 
to JD 766,942 and of tomato paste JD 
1.27 million but the legumes trailed at 
only JD 74.072. Of the total sales, JD 
117,382 were exports. As production 


costs totalled JD 1. 86 million, the com- 
pany’s operational profit was only JD 
251,225. By deducting sales and market- 
ing expenses, depreciation and interest, 
the end result was a loss of JD 243,991. 
The company’s current assets at the end 
of 1995 totalled JD 3.38 million and cur- 
rent liabilities JD 1_59 million (Al Dus- 
tour + Al Aswaq). 


JEA awards $70m job to ABB 


** THE JORDAN Electricity Authority 
(JEA) has officially awarded the 130 MW 
Steam Turbine (5th unit) of the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station to ABB, the 
international electrical engineering com- 
pany. The $70 million job is an extension 
of the project awarded to an ABB consor- 
tium led by ABB Power Generation AG- 
Switzerland in May, 1995. Earlier this 
month, ABB and the Southern Company 
for Industrial Equipment, a joint venture 
registered at the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade in February, has signed an agree- 


ment with ABB Industria/Italy for tech- 
nology transfer and technical coopera- 
tion. Under die agreement, the Italian 
company will train Jordanian technical 
personnel on advanced technological 
equipment. The joint venture is 60 per 
cent owned by ABB/Jordan and 40 per 
ceot by The Jordanian Company for 
Investment and Development of the 
South. The new entity will operate a 
workshop to serve large industrial com- 
panies in Jordon and the neighbouring 
countries. 
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*8®* JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop^r- 
6th circle, Amman ■ 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


SottfiA & Salads (falj 

OPEN DAILY FROM 

10A.M-1A-M 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quatityj i 
1 Hour Service I 

Develop your 1 colour film At 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pboto 
da 30% BUB* 

• Prma mmlrnro*- 
20 x 30 cm 


Slanc 

Bank- Phone: WWW 
Srefieh tel: 823891 


Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umxn UtbaJjiA 
behind San Roc* 
Hotel 


<& 

CflOWTl HOTEL 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING P°° 

• TENNIS COURT 

• HEALTH CLUB 

• SAUNA a jw * 22 

I 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tvjtatmn 




I E A L ESTATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

I I.Hrl'JXi: Villas 


Deluxe Villas 

D 

Appai imcnis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


■unfit out 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

"retti 93399 



feppanyaki 
Sashimi 
L Sushi 


Fgr Res. 812597 -314113 
Mecca Si. Daouri Confer 
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FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Imcrflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


i 


Um TJth ainah 
Madina M. Street 


Telefax: (811395) 
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Wood Fire 
Roasted Chicken 

DELICIOUS SANDWICHES 

I&thaMMd that nkaa it good. 

Atiaultah Sta«ha ts. 

lo Jumt eofnpitx 
Manna : 07* MOST 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 30 , 1996 



Syria’s Shouaa wins 1st medal 
for Arabs at Atlanta Games 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Heptathlete Ghada Shouaa 
can expect a few delights on 
the road to Damascus after 
clinching Syria their first 
ever gold medal in the histo- 
ry of the Olympics on 
Sunday. 

When the 23-year-old 
Shouaa won the world title 
in the Swedish city of 
Gothenburg last year, she 
was greeted like a heroine 
when she returned home. 

It was rumoured she was 
even presented with a house 
for the performance. This 
time, it could be a palace. 

The road from the airport 
to Damascus is almost cer- 
tain to be lined with people 
when Shouaa returns home 
after winning her country 
only their second Olympic 
medal after Joseph Atiyeh 
won a silver in the wrestling 
in 19S4. 

Apart from a poor long 
jump on Sunday morning, 
Shouaa was rarely threat- 
ened and notched up a win- 
ning total of 6,780 points 
after the seven disciplines to 
win ahead of Natasha 
Sazanovich of Belarus 
(6,563) with Britain’s 
bronze medallist Denise 
Lewis (6.489). 

“It was a triumphant 
return last time,” she said. 
“The people love to see 
their athletes win. I got a 
special message from the 
president last time.” 

Shouaa is not the most 
elegant and technical of ath- 
letes but she has immense 
power. As one rival once put 
it: “She makes the shot look 
like a pea when she picks it 
up” 

It was fair comment. The 
javelin in her hands can 
look a bit like a dart some- 
times and she sails over the 
high jump bar with as much 
effort as most people would 
. use to jump onto their sofa 
to watch television. 

“But it is not ail^physical. 
55fetenmnatiS!& Vis also 
important,” she said. “I 
think my country is proud to 
have a winning athlete at the 
Olympic games. I hope that 
this ■ will help advance 
sport.” 

It took a while before the 
Syrian decided to concen- 
trate on track and field, 
however. The towering 
Shouaa played international 
basketball for a while. 

But, under coach Kim 
Bukhantsev. a former 
Russian discus thrower, she 
has matured into the most 
all-round of athletes. 

Shouaa boasted a 1 12 
point lead over second- 
placed pole Urszula 
Wlodarczyk after 

Saturday's first day. She bad 
clocked a personal best of 
13.72 in the opening event, 
the 100 metres hurdles, and 



Ghada Shouaa of Syria waves her national flag after winning the gold medal In the 
women's heptathlon event of the Centennial Olympic Games. Natasha Sazanovich 
of Belarus won the silver medal, and Denise Lewis of Great Britain won the bronze 
(Reuters photo) 

Syria celebrates first Olympic go|dme4al‘ i 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — President Hafez; A1 world audall Arab wfojnen. wbo Wott?. 
Assads .congratulated ■ Syria's first. .ewr v . Syrans .were gtued feb their ^ferisions- 
Olympic - champion 7 Ghada /Sbcaiaa,^orT.. from Sunday : afterob^ night 

.Monday . a$ the . wbcJe .country ,^esfeteate4^ ; followmg;Shoi&a T s OlytopiC.e^dits^S^te 


•sent a message to Shouaa sayingf . grammes Wimg. fier “^mlbds.and 

ive boosted .die name Of Syria ..and ; lous” 'victory: '. ■_ 


her wmin the women's tfeptatidga- Jn televjis^irt.^iid pro- 


Assad 
.“ybfr have 

your gfcri<mS rietory siro^ ' BayezJ "39,. a sports commei^tcff. jbere, 

impossible with ^ iron will and continuous ' said, people were greeting each; c^her' . with 
training.** ■ . ' ; ■ , ' ■./ . the ward .“rnabnriv’OT con^mlatkms; bn 

He said he Was “extremely happy,' proud .-.Monday rast^'OftKe' V : 

and bonoureip -with. 1 her victory Sunday “Ghada Shouaa is womfcriul,. shej^miE 
Which brought “the first gold medal, for •« queenf said 16-y^-oldHayal wto stayed: 
Syria in Olympic history, and.thc first gold up through ■ the. night .to Watch ther ftejp- 
medalforthe Arabs at Atlanta.” ' ’tathtoa, * * " ! »* . • 

Shouaa. who wot the world charnpi- Joseph Aityeh T s^eavyv^^{l06kg)^sil- 
ooship last year -in Gothenburg, said in a' ! = ver medal in freestyle, wre^t^g artbe 1984 
telephone interview with; Syrian television: Los Angeles Games 5^. Syria’s- ojily other 

“I feel life it is my country Syria, the Arab / Olympic raedaL \7 ,f : * 


produced her best throw 
ever in the shot of 15.95 
metres. 

The Syrian started the sec- 
ond and final day with a dis- 
appointing 6.26 metres in 
the long jump, way below 
her personal best of 6.77 
and slipped six points 
behind Sazanovich. 

But Shouaa bounced back 


with another personal best 
of 55.70 metres in the 
javelin and came home sec- 
ond in her 800 metres heat 
to win comfortably by 217 
points. 

She now has her sights on 
the 7,291 -point world 

record of American Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee. who pulled 
out of the Atlanta competi- 


tion after the first event with 
a hamstring injury. 

“I have to say that I regret 
very much that Jackie had to 
give up because of injury,” 
Shouaa said. “I am just 23 
and have a lot ahead of me. 
I want to prepare to beat this 
world record at next year’s 
world champiooships in 
Athens.’* 


Atlanta hoping spotlight will turn to sport 


ATLANTA (R) — Atlanta aims to put a weekend of tragedy 
and scandal behind it on Monday as the showcase Olympic 
track and field events shift into top gear with battles for 
eight gold medals. 

Monday's all-star line-up will be led by Carl Lewis, the 
greatest Olympic champion of modem times, who will seek 
to cap a 12-year Olympic career by winning the long jump 
and take four successive gold medals in one event 

Lewis laid down the drumroil for his feat on Sunday with 
one tremendous leap that took him from a miserable 1 5th 
place in the qualifying round to a secure place in Monday's 
final. 

American Michael Johnson who will be gunning for the 
first of an expected three gold medals when he takes to the 
track for the finals of the men's 400 metres, an event he has 
not lost since 1989. 

Organisers hope the packed programme at Atlanta’s 
Olympic stadium will pull attention back to sport for the 
games' final seven days after a terrible weekend punctuated 
by a pipe bomb attack on nighttime revellers at a festive 
Olympic park on Saturday. Two people died and 1 12 were 
injured. 

The blast which officials have labelled terrorism, plunged 
Atlanta into a major security clampdown as locals, visitors 
athletes and officials reacted with grief, shock and outrage. 

Another blow followed on Sunday when officials 


announced the games’ first doping scandal. Two Russian 
athletes were stripped of their bronze medals and a 
Lithuanian cyclist was also named for taking bromantan, a 
stimulant. 

Much of Monday's Olympic action will take place outside 
the sports venues as investigators continue their hunt for 
bomb suspects and international sports officials decide 
whether or not to ban the athletes accused of doping. 

But for the sporting audience there are still going to be 
shows not to miss, particularly in athletics. 

One will be the appearance of Haile Gebrselassie, the 
only Ethiopian ever to break a world record, when he 
defends his title in the gruelling men’s 10,000-metre race 
against a host of promising African challengers. 

Another will be the men's 1 10 metre hurdles, where world 
champion Allen Johnson of the United States will match his 
talents against those of Britain's Colin Jackson, the current 
world record holder. 

Olympic tennis, which broke out into a near-riot on 
Sunday when fans protested against a court change for a 
match featuring U.S. star Andre Agassi, will have celebrity 
power again on Monday. 

Monica Seles, the top seeded American, opens women’s 
quarterfinal round action against 1993 Wimbledon finalist 
Jana Novotna of the Czech Republic, who beat Seles at the 
French Open this year. 


Brazil meet Nigeria 
in soccer semis 

ATLANTA (R) — Brazil’s dreams of an elusive Olympic 
soccer gold move one step closer when they meet Nigeria 
in the semifinal in Athens, Georgia, on Wednesday. 

Brazil, the pre-tournament favourites, are heavily fancied 
to book a berth in the weekend's final against either 
Argentina or Portugal who play in the other semifinal on 
Tuesday. 

Victory for the world champions, whose best Olympic 
performance was a silver medal in Los Angeles in 1984 and 
Seoul four years later, will set up the prospect of a mouth- 
watering clash with one of either of their great footballing 
rivals. 

Argentina, who demolished Spain 4-0 in their quarter- 
final on Saturday, were beaten into second place by Brazil 
in the south American qualifying tournament in February. 

Portugal share a common language, cultural and fierce 
on-field rivalry with their former colony. 

But Brazil will still have to get past a determined 
Nigerian side, seeking to become the first Africans to reach 
an Olympic final. 

The fp-ams met last week in a fiercly contested first round 
group match in Miami, with Ronaldinho’s goal giving 
Brazil victory. 

The 19-year-old striker, who struck twice in Sunday's 4- 
2 quarter-final win over Ghana, is again expected to take 
centre stage with his striking partner Bebeto. 

The Barcelona-bound teenager has emerged as the quali- 
ty player of fre tournament. 

Nigeria, who fielded 10 European-based professionals in 
their 2-0 quarter-final win over Mexico on Sunday, have 
shown class of their own in winning three tournament 
matches but lacked midfield cohesion in their previous 
game against Brazil. 

Their king-pin is likely be mercurial Daniel Amokachi, 
bristling with talent one minute and irritatingly languid the 
nexL 

Argentina, whose coach Daniel Pasarella has instilled a 
strong discipline amoag his young charges, have their own 
individual trump card in Ariel Ortega. 

None of the four semifinalists has won gold at the 
Olympics before. 



r TTV ? s Olympic coverage, 
on Channel 2 for Tuesday 


Canoeing (500 metres) 

15:55-19:30 

Cycling t mountain bike-men’s final; 

16:50 - 19:45 

Synchronized swimming 

16:55-18:10 

Summary A ( Channel 1) 

20:20-21:20 

Boxing quarterfinals 

20:25 - 22:50 

Table tennis 

20:55 - 22:15 

Cycling (mountain bike-women’s final) 

21:20 - 00:45 

Canoeing (500m +1000ra) 

21:25 - 23:50 

Weightlifting (108 kg) finals 

22:55-01:00 

Gymnastics 

22:55- 01:00 

Summary B (Channel 1) 

01:15-02:15 

Softball final 

01:50-03:45 

Modem pentathlon 

02:00 - 03:15 

Boxing quarterfinals 

02:55 - 05:25 

Diving (ladies springboard) 

03:00 - 05:00 

Summary C (Channel 1) 

07:00 - 08:00 


Greek 

turns 

back clock 
100 years 


ATLANTA (R) — Ioannis 
Melissanidis gave the per- 
formance of his life on 
Sunday to claim a startling 
victory in the men's floor 
exercises — Greece's first 
Olympic gymnastic^ ..gold 
‘ for 100 years. * V 

Melissanidis tumbled 
brilliantly, performing dif- 
ficult combinations with 
stunning originality and 
drew gasps from the audi- 
ence with his sudden 
change of direction. 

“1 felt like I was in 
Greece and had to be per- 
fect for Greece. I was not 
Ioannis Melissanidis. I was 
Greece.” 

It was Greece's first gym- 
nastics gold since 1896, 
when they won the now 
discontinued rope climbing 
and rings. 

All-round champion Li 
Xiaoshuang of China 
totalled 9.837 for the silver 
ahead of Russian Alexei 
Nernov, all-round runner- 
up. 

Chorkina wins bars: 
Svetlana Chorkina of 
Russia won the Olympic 
women’s gymnastics 
asymmetric bars gold 
medal onSunday. 

Bi Wenjing of China and 
American Amy Chow won 
a silver each. No bronze 
awarded. 

Li wins pommel: Li 
Dooghua of Switzerland 
won the Olympic men's 
gymnastics pommel horse 
gold medal Sunday. 

Marius Urzica of 
Romania took silver and 
Alexei Nemov of Russia 
bronze. 

Amanar wins vault: 
Simona Amanar of 
Romania won the women’s 
gymnastics vault gold 
medal at the Olympics 
Sunday. 

Mo Hull an of China took 
silver and Gina Gogean of 
Romania bronze. 



Charles Austin of the United States competes in the high jump event at the Olympic 
stadium during the summer Olympics in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 

Sotomayor fails as high jump 
title returns to U.S. 


ATLANTA (R) — Olympic 
sprinters may snap and snarl 
at each other but the high- 
flying fraternity are all die 
best of friends in their cosy 
little club. 

Charles Austin brought 
the Olympic men’s high 
jump title back to the 
United States for the first 
time in almost 30 years on 
Sunday but his thoughts 
were with his main rival, 
defending champion and 
world record-holder Javier 
Sotomayor of Cuba. 

When Sotomayor, whose 
record stands at 2.45 
metres, failed at a relatively 
modest 2.32 metres, the big 
Texan went over to him and 
offered words of comfort. 

“I just went over and told 
him I felt for him,” Austin 
told a news conference. “I 
knew he was having a hard 
time. Hopefully, it will 
come back for him. 

“We high jumpers are 
very close and we’re very 
good friends. We like to see 
each other perform well. 
That motivates us to do 
well” 

It is all a far cry from the 
antics of the sprint lanes 
where the big names of the 
game play psychological 
tricks on each other, rou- 
tinely trade insults and 
almost come to blows in 


spats like the one between 
Briton Linford Christie and 
Ato Boldon of Trinidad 
after the 100 metres final on 
Saturday. 

Briton Steve Smith, who 
took the high jump bronze 
behind Artur Partyka of 
Poland, also felt sorry for 
Sotomayor and world 
champion Troy Kemp of the 
Bah an as, another to go out 
early on. 

“Soto has been carrying 
an injury all year.” he said. 
“Troy has had a nightmare 
this year. I’m sure he will be 
disappointed but they will 
both be back with a 
vengeance next year.” 

Austin won the world title 
in 1991 but a serious knee 
injuiy restricted him after 
that and it was only after 
surgery that he returned to 
form again this season. 

“I don’t regret not having 
surgery earlier,” Austin said. 
‘Things happen the way 
they are supposed to. 1 Jive 
from day to day. I just came 
here to have fun and see 
what happens.” 

A far cry indeed from the 
sprinters' creed that it’s only 
the winning and not the tak- 
ing part that counts. 

To prove that the Mr. nice 
guy title is not the sole 
property of the new 
Olympic high jump cham- 
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pion. Smith chipped in \ 
his application for raeml 
ship of the Austin adm 
tion society. 

To suddenly come 
this year, after what 1 
been through, and go be 
— you can have nothing 
respect for someone \ 
does that,” he said. 

Austin nearly had to se 
for a silver medal w 
Partyka cleared 2.37 me 
after he had failed twio 
the same height. But he 
the bar set at 2.39 and w 
over with his final jumj 
secure gold. 

“My two jumps at 1 
were pretty good so I ki 
I could get the height,” 
said. “I came here read} 
jump well, wanting to 
the high jump and get 
world record at home.” 

The second part of 
ambition remained un 
filled with three unsucc* 
ful attempts at 2.46 me; 
but Austin basked in 
knowledge that he 1 
become the first Amerii 
to win the men’s high ju 
since the inventor of 
"fosbury flop” style, D 
Fosbury, in 1968. 
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Michael Douglass & Annette Benlng In 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


The American 
President 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1” 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


CONCORD “2” 
BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 


) 
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Olympics schedule for 
Tuesday, July 30 


ARCHERY 


Men s individual. 1/16 


BADMINTON 


Men's and Women’s sin 
gies, semifinals 
Mixed doubles semifinals 
Men’s and Women’s dou 
bles, bronze medal match 


BASEBALL 


Netherlands vs. U.S. 
apan vs. Italy 
South Korea vs. Australia 
BASKETBALL 
Men’s classification' i 
quarterfinals 
BOXING 
fl 
:ht 


prelims and repechage 

Men s hayak 

s 

ingle 1 

il m 

p 

d< 

echage 
3uble 1 




Men s and Women's indi 
vidua! cross country finals 

DIVING . 

Women’s springboard, pre- 
lims 

FIELD HOCKEY 
(Women) 

Argentina vs. Britain 
Germany vs.South Kdne^ 
Spain vs. U.S. 

Australia vs. Netherlands 
GYMNASTICS 
Men's and Women's gala 
event exhibition 
MODERN . PEN- 
TATHLON 

Shooting, fencing, swim- 
ming, riding and running 
SOCCER 
Men's semifinals . 
Women’s quarterfinals • -. 
SOFTBALL “ ' ’ 
Bronze medal kid gold 
medal • 

SYNCHRONISED 
SWIMMING 
Women's team, technical 
routine 

TABLE TENNIS 
Men’s doubles finals 
Men’s singles quarterfinals 
Women’s singles semifi- 
nals 

TEAM HANDBALL 
(Women) 

Germany vs. Angola 
China vs, U.S. 

TENNIS 

Men’s singles quarterfinals 
Women’s doubles quarter- 
finals’ ■ 

VOLLEYBALL 
Women’s quarterfinals 
WEIGHTLIFTING . 

1 OS-plus kg Group B 
1 OS-plus kg finals 
WRESTLING 
(FREESTYLE) 

48kg, 57kg,’. 68kg, 82kg, 
100kg prelims and classifi- 
cation 

YACHTING 

Men’s 470 and Women’s 
470 7th and 8th races; 
Women’s . Europe, Open 
Tornado and Open Laser 



a g? W me J* 1 Performance on the rings at the Sum- 
Chech won the gold medal during the men’s individual 
p para ms event at the Centennial Olympics (Reuters photo) 
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Hong Kong’s Y.W. Chan flips off his 470 dass racing yacht to cool off while his 
teammate Andrew Service (left) looks on during a delay in racing action due to 
lack of wind in the Olympic 470 class regatta in the waters off Savannah (Reuters 
photo) 


Modern pentathlon may be 
consigned to Olympic scrapheap 


ATLANTA’ (R) — Modern 
pentathlon could join motor 
boating and tug-of-war as 
part of the scrapheap of 
.•Olympic history, if the 
revamped event fails . to 
attract enough spectators in- 
Atlanta,. 

An Olympic sport since 
1912 when it was introduced 
by Baron Pierre De Cou- 
bertin, modern pentathlon 
provides the widest test of 
athletic, ability at the games. 
Participants must be able to 
shoot, ride, run. swim and 
fence. 

- But time, cost and the 
demands of television have 
caught up with a sport that 
has its roots in the pentathlon 
of ancient Greek Olympiads. 

Traditionally, it is spread 
over several days, making it 
hard to follow. The cost of 
entering is high because of’ 
the different disciplines and 
television prefers “sexier” 
variations like triathlon and 
ironman- beach competitions. 

Only a last-minute compro- 
mise stopped the IOC axing 
the sport from the Atlanta 
Games. The sport's officials' 
agreed ta cram the whole 
event into one day — July 30 . 
— rather than four as. in- 
1988. 

The team event has been 
scrapped and the entry is lim- 
ited to 32. 

Veteran Richard Phelps of 
Britain knows if this ploy 
fails the sport may be 
doomed. especially as 
triaihlon — swimming, run- 
ning and cycling — is being 
introduced at the 2000 
Games. 

It is rapidly becoming a 
sport of older men — an offer 


■ - • • ’ ' 

to include women in'Atlanta 
was turned down by the IOC. 
Phelps is the oldest here, ar 
35, but 14 of his fellow con- 
testants were bom in the 
1960s. 

“The numbers are falling 
worldwide. We need better 
publicity and to make it' more 
glamorous,” Phelps said. “In 
reality, pentathlon is more of 
a challenge than triathlon. It’s 
glamorous in its own way.” 

Phelps believes the future 
lies in a shortened version 
tried with success in Hun- 
gary. On July 30. the whole 
event will take more than 12 
hpurs but in the format tried 
by former. ' Hungarian 
Olympian Laszlo Fabian it is 
'all over in 15 minutes.- 

What is just as important is 
(hat the shortened version 
.takes place in one stadium 
rather than 'at several venues. 
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Athletes get three, hits in 
fencing, run a lap of the 
track, swim id specially-built 
pool, shoot at balloons or 
discs and finally leap on a' 
horse to jump in the stadi- 
um’s infield. • 

It is a race pure and simple 
and a system of penalties 
ensures the lead switches, 
keeping tension high. 

Not only does Phelps think 
this format increases its inter- 
est for television but it also 
harks back to the original 
concept of modern pen- 
- tathlon. 

Competitors were meant to 
follow the role of a faithful 
soldier delivering a message 
for his lord. He rides out on a 
horse, fights a duel with 
swords, is trapped and fights 
his way out with a pistol," 
swims across a river and then 
runs to his goal. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Studio - One bedroom & two bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Annual rent 

Location: JabaJ Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 
Tel: 667882 - 642351 

~ JAGUAR CAR FOR SALE 

Jaguar Dimler 1990, customs duty unpaid, full 
options, black, sole person’s use, excellent condition. 

If interested call Tel: 644348 or 641607 
from 9:00 a.m. to .4:30 p.m.. 
and afterwards on cellular phone : 079-23899 


Jordan Phosphate Mines 
UmSF Co. Ltd. 


RESTAURANT MANAGERS 
& ASSISTANT MANAGERS 
WANTED 


Experienced restaurant managers and 
assistant managers for American fast 
food concepts to open in Amman. 
Must be fluent in both spoken and writ- 
ten English, experience must include 
total responsibility for restaurant oper- 
ations and profit management. 

/^Call 668-326 to schedule an - \ 

( appointment for an interview J } 


Announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 20 F/96 

JPMQ announces the invitation to bid No. 2QF/96, 
for teh supply ofr- 

1) C. steel plates, angles, bars and beams ' 

2) S. steel plates. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC ■ 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday, 15th August, 1996. Appli- 
cation for documents should be.accompanied by a 
non-refundable fee of JD (25) for each set of tender 
documents. . 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12.00 hours 
local time Saturday, 24th August, 1996. • 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Dream 

Team 

dismantle 

Croatia 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
U.S. Dream Team swept 
undefeated into . the 
Olympic men’s basketball 
quarter-finals with a 102- 
71 win against Croatia on 
Sunday. 

The Dream Team 
methodically dismantled 
Croatia, who included 
three NBA players. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
1 6 points to lead the Amer- 
icans, half of them in a 15- 
3 run starting less than five 
/minutes into tbs game to 
' push the lead from 8-5 to- 
23-8. 

The Dream Team 'built 
the lead to 19 at the half, 
with the score 57-38, and 
kept pulling away. 

Charles Barkley scored 
14 points and David Robin- 
son 13 for the all-million- 
aire, all NBA -all-star 
Dream Team. 

Zan Tabak of the Torooto 
Raptors notched up 19 
points for Croatia to 
outscone his better-known 
! NBA colleagues in both 
teams. 

Team mate Toni Kukoc, 
who plays for the Chicago . 
Bulls, scored 10 points 
with 10 assists. 

The United States, win- 
ners of Group- A, face 
■ Brazil, ' fourth seeds in 
group B, in the opening 
game of the quarter-finals. ■ 
Croatia, seeded third in 
group B, will face Aus- 
tralia, second in group A. 

Yugoslavia stay unbeat- 
en: Undefeated Yugoslavia 
ended Puerto Rico’s medal 
hopes in the Olympic 
' men’s basketball tourna- 
ment Sunday with a 
straightforward 97-86 vic- 
tory. 

... Yugoslavia, hardly tested . 
in their rotarra through ,foe 
weaker Group B, play 
China in the quarter-finals. 

Predrag Danilovic * led 
Yugoslavia with 22 points. 


Wang leaves crucial 
questions unanswered 


ATLANTA (R) — Wang 
Junxia answered one ques- 
tion on the track on Sunday 
but left several hanging 
open after winning the 
inaugural Olympic 

women’s 5,000 metres with 
the greatest of ease. 

Tbe 23-year-old Chinese, 
not sighted in the 
international arena since an 
astonishing series of perfor- 
mances three years • ago, 
pulled away in tbe penulti- 
mate lap to win in 14 min- 
- utes 59.88 seconds. 

But she gave few clues 
afterwards of what really 
lies behind her successes, 
leaving the Chinese enigma 
entact 

After winning the 1993 
world 10,000 metres title in 
Stuttgart. Wang embarked 
on a world record spree 
never seen before aod never 
witnessed since on the 
track. 

■ At. toe Chinese national 
games in September 1993. 
Wang slashed nearly 42 
seconds off the world 
10,000 metres record, ran 
second to Qu Yunxia in the 
' 1,500 under toe old world 
Mark then reduced toe 
world 3,000 record on con- 
secutive days. 

Her then coach Ma Jun- 
ren attributed ' Wang’s 
achievements to unprece- 
dented training loads equiv- 
alent to a marathon, or 40 
kms plus, running a day. 

Sceptical Western 
observers said the sudden 
Chinese emergence could 
have' been achieved only by 
performance enhancing 
drugs. China has denied 
instituting any state .con- 
trolled drags programme. 

Wang split with Ma amid 
lurid tales of physical abuse 
and misappropriation of 
funds. 

Stricken by bip and foot 
injuries she rested then 
resumed training under 
Mao Dezben and alone 
among Ma’s former “faml-- * 
ly army” qualified for 
Atlanta. 

Sunday’s 5,000 was little 
more than a training ran for 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT. 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, 
SPACIOUS RECEPTION, TV AND DINING 
ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 700696 / 838758 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished & equipped with new & modem 
furniture & appliances. Central & solar heating 
with 2 bedrooms, large living room, glassed 
veranda, bath and kitchen. Located between 
C.Town store & Mecca Street. For annual lease. 
Call or fax Mr. Samhouri 

817512 


FOR RENT 



Deluxe Finishing . 

Parking spaces . 

Khalidi Hospital Rd^Circle Jabal Amman 
Rental spaces from 50 m 2 . , 

Brand new Buildin 




: A foreign regional office 
is looking for the. following 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Applicants should have the following 
qualifications : 

-Excellent command of English and Arabic 
(spoken and written) 

-Excellent knowledge of Computers 
- Good knowledge of office administration 
and filing. ‘ 

-Experience is a must 

OFFICE MANAGERIAL HELP 

The main task of the job is to run the daily 
errands of the office and follow up all 
government and non-goverment papers. 

Applicants should have a car , be 
efficient and hard working. 

Interested applicants write to the following address: 
P.O.Box 830024 Amman 1 1183 



Junxia Wang from China celebrates on the victory 
podium after being presented her gold medal for finish- 
ing first in the women’s 5000m race at the Centennial 
Olympic Games (Renters photo) 

Wang, who eased past for." 

Kenyan Pauline Konga and A Chinese journalist was 
was unchallenged over the asked if she could find out 
final 800 metres. Wang’s new training ron- 

“I was watching the tine from Mao, who was 

Kenyans and they didn’t present ai the post-race 

seem to be responding," news conference. 

Wang explained through an “He said sometimes she 
-interpreter. runs long and sometimes 

That was about toe last she runs short” the journal- 
revelation of the evening. ist replied helpfiilly. 

Wang said she did net see The real clue as to just 
Ma now but evaded com- how regimented present 
menr on the split. Chinese training methods 

“I have had great athletics are may have come enrifarr 
coaches in my life," she when' Wang was asked if 
said. “I didn’t know if there she had any contact with 
would be a record bat it was Ma. 
important to win the gold “I don’t see him, " ch# 
medal for tbe pride it brings replied. “I dbn’t even have 
to my country which is much contact with my fam- 
whai I was really striving ily." 


FORD MERCURY TOPAZ , 1994 - FULL OPTION 
20.000 KM - EXCELLENT CONDITION 

SAUDI PLATE * 

Tel. 6893 74 - hafiz almasri 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Three bedrooms 

CH & telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 
Annual rent. 

Tel: 667862 - 693443 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms of which one is a master 
bedroom, with separate entrance, central heating, 
big ground water well, maid's quarter and 
telephone. Located at Urn Uthaina. Total area is 
around 340 sq.m. The apartment is best suited for 
diplomatic missions and international companies 
family residence. 

For information & price, please contact the 
owner directly for two days only at phone 
No: 683896 or 810103 or mobile No. 31170. 


URGE 3 STOREY BUILDING FOR RENT OR 
LONG LEASE FOR EMBASSIES OR 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES 

Situated in Abdoun, the most prestigious part of Amman 
overlooking the American & S. African Embassies. 

The ground floor with its own entrance and is surround- 
ed by lawns, fully-fumlshed: 2 salons plus dining room 
overlooking swimming pool & rockery gardens: A study 
roofo, three bedrooms and modem kitchen with break- 
fast area and all electrical equipment, overlooking back 
garden and modem swimming pool and barbecue area: 
A/C & full heating system available, garages available 
for 3/4 cars. 

First floor Large salon plus dining room, large kitchen, 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, its own heating, water and 
electrical system. Could be converted into about 10 
offices. 

Second floor Large salon plus dining room, 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, own heating, 
water and electrical system: A huge terrace with It# 
panoramic view. 

Also available 4 servant rooms with kitchen & bath- 
room. The basement: Chauffeur's room & stores. 

The second and third floors could be fully furnished if 
required. 

Total area of building 1 .100 sq.m. 

Tel: 857725 / 079 25669 Amman. Fax: 630829 
- P.O.Box 1708, Amman 11118. 


mm*#™* 






















12 News 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, July 30, 1996 




Israel lifts W. Bank ban 


imposed after attack 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel on 
Monday eased a full closure 
of the occupied West Bank 
imposed last week after a 
drive-by attack by Palestinian 
guerrillas which killed three 
people, an army official said. 

’The closure was lifted this 
morning and the easing of 
restrictions on Palestinians 
which began before the terror 
attack was resumed," an army 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Israel slapped a total ban on 
Palestinians entering the 
country from the occupied 
West Bank last week after 
Arab gunmen killed three 
Israelis and apparently fled 
towards the West Bank. 

Before the fatal shooting, 
Israel had begun easing a 
five-month-old blockade on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, allowing about 27.500 
Palestinian workers — 
15.500 from Gaza and 12,000 
from the West Bank — to 
return to jobs in Israel. 

The easing of restrictions 
will now resume. 

Tens of thousands of 
Palestinians once worked in 
Israel, usually in low-paid 
construction and agriculture 
jobs. 


Israel imposed the closure 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
during a wave of suicide 
bombings that killed 59 peo- 
ple in February and March 
and only began easing it in 
recent weeks. 

Palestinians call the mea- 
sures, which have devastated 
the West Bank and Gazan 
economy, a form of collective 
punishment. 

In another development 
Monday, Jewish settler lead- 
ers met Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
demand a doubling of their 
numbers in the occupied 
areas, but the Israeli premier 
gave them no promises, offi- 
cials said. 

The hour-long meeting was 
the first contact between Mr. 
Netanyahu and the settlers' 
council since his right-wing 
government took power in 
Israel last month promising 
an expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments. 

The council has plans to 
build eight new settlements 
and double the number of set- 
tlers, currently 145.000, in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip by 
the year 2000. 

They have also called for 
the freeze to be lifted on con- 


struction in the occupied terri- 
tories, instigated by former 
Labour Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in 1992. 

In addition, the settlers are 
opposed to the Israeli army's 
planned redeployment from 
most of the West Bank town 
of Hebron, where 400 Jewish 
settlers live among 120,000 
P alestinians , due to happen in 
March but delayed on securi- 
ty grounds. 

But Mr. Netanyahu made 
the settlers no firm pledges 
during the meeting, said offi- 
cials. 

The prime minister does not 
want to build new settlements 
but is aiming initially to 
increase the size of existing 
ones on the West Bank and 
give fresh impetus to building 
by-pass roads for settlers 
around areas under 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants to fill 
between 2,500 and 3,000 
properties in the occupied 
areas deliberately left empty 
by the previous government. 

His government also said 
Sunday that it would re-intro- 
duce tax incentives and finan- 
cial aid for Israelis living in 
the settlements, which were 
suspended by Labour. 


There are currently around 
145,000 settlers living in 140 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Earlier Monday hardline 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon ordered the construc- 
tion of two major roads to be 
used by settlers on die West 
Bank, a ministry spokesman 
said. — 

One road will link the south 
of the Palestinian-controlled 
town of Ramallah to the north 
of Jerusalem via an Israeli air- 
port under construction at 
A tarot and Pisgat Zee v, a new 
Jewish suburb of Jerusalem. 

The second road will link 
the Israeli coast to a string of 
settlements south of Nablus 
on the West Bank. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA1 wants all 
settlements in the territories 
to be dismantled at the end of 
die interim period of autono- 
my in 1999 and bitterly 
opposes any expansion in the 
meantime. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat warned on Saturday 
that Mr. Netanyahu's settle- 
ment policy “will only 
increase tension." 


PNA ‘no more trusts’ Israeli 
government, Kaddoumi says 
after meeting with Kabariti 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation fPLO) offi- 
cial Monday expressed 
deep concern over the stale- 
mate in the Middle East 
peace process and Israel's 
failure to implement the 
Oslo agreements calling on 
die Arab countries to unify 
their stands, in. the face of 
the new Israeli govern- 
ment’s hardline policies, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, the head of 
the PLO's political depart- 
ment, Farouk Kaddoumi, 
said that the Palestinian 
leadership “no more trusts 
in Israel’s stand because it 
has reneged on its commit- 
ments in the Oslo agree- 
ments and because it has 
been continually imposing 
closures and sieges on Arab 
areas of Palestine." 

Referring to the meeting 
with Mr. Kabariti, Mr. 
Kaddoumi said: “The meet- 
ing was one among brothers 
who have common interests 
and face a common des- 
tiny.” 

“In the meeting we dis- 
cussed how we can protect 
the peace process and the 
principles on which it has 
been based especially in 
the wake of the recent 
developments in Israel and 


the emergence of the Likud- 
led government and its 
announcement of its politi- 
cal programme." Mr. 
Kaddoumi said in a state- 
ment to Jordan Television. 

“The other point dis- 
cussed at the meeting was 
how we can enhance col- 
lective Arab action in con- 
formity with the resolutions 
of the Cairo Arab summit 
and how to find common 
ground for joint Arab 
action in the future," Mr. 
Kaddoumi added. He said 
that issues of common con- 
cern were reviewed and 
the two sides agreed on pur- 
suing contacts concerning 
the peace process and the 
joint Arab action. 

In reply to a question, Mr. 
Kaddoumi denied that he 
was involved in a process 
of mediating between the 
various Palestinian factions 
or seeking to reconcile the 
Damascus-based groups 
with the PLO. 

“Tt is my duty to contact 
all Palestinian political fac- 
tions at this stage in order to 
create Palestinian consen- 
sus so that we can proceed 
in the peace process on 
clear and sound bases," 
added Mr. Kaddoumi. 

Palestine Ambassador to 
Jordan Omar Khattib 
attended the meeting of Mr. 
Kabariti and Mr. 
Kaddoumi. 


Somalia’s Aideed goes 
on radio to quash 


wounding rumours 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed has gone on 
radio to quash rumours that 
he had been seriously 
wounded in battle and also 
accuse the European Union 
of backing his bitter rivals. 

In an address over his fac- 
tional radio station late 
Sunday to mark the death of 
the Prophet Mohammad, 
Gen. Aideed said; “Wishes 
from the enemy cannot kill 
or wound me. I will die 
when my time runs out and 
when God wishes.” 

He was reacting to claims 
here last week by opponents 
that he had been shot and 
seriously wounded in a battle 
in the Medina district of 
south Mogadishu and would 
be flown to Nairobi in neigh- 
bouring Kenya for medical 
treatment 

During his address, Gen. 
Aideed also lashed out at the 
European Union and its spe- 
cial envoy to Somalia. 
Sigurd Tilin g, accusing it of 
funding the recent upsurge in 
fighting in the Jowhar dis- 
trict north of Mogadishu and 
in Somalia's northeast and 
northwest regions. 

Gen. Aideed accused the 
union of having made avail- 
able funds which enabled his 
arch-rival Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad to attack many 
districts in the Somali capi- 
tal. including Wardhigley. 


Hamar Weyne, Shingani, 
Bondhere, Medina and 
Huriwa. 

“The attack on Ballidogle 
airport 90 kilometres west 
of Mogadishu on Thursday, 
was part of the EU projects 
to devastate die Somali peo- 
ple,” Gen. Aideed charged, 
commending his forces for 
defending the Somali people 
against “attacks sponsored 
by the EU and foreign- 
manipulared elements.” 

The Ballidogle airport fell 
to a joint force, known as the 
“Force for Peace," consist- 
ing of militiamen from Ali 
Mahdi’s Somali 

Salvation Alliance (SSA), 
those of the United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
loyal to Osman Hassan Ali 
Ano, Gen. Ai deed’s former 
financier-turned bitter politi- 
cal rival, and a force from 
the Awadle dan’s Somali 
Patriotic Movement (SPMj. 

However, the general’s 
militiamen were said to have 
recaptured the airport 
Saturday. 

The radio speech came as 
journalists here were press- 
ing officials of Gen. 
Aideed’s USC/SNA faction 
for a meeting with the gener- 
al. who has not been seen in 
public since the bloody 
fighting erupted in the 
Medina district at the begin- 
ning of this month. 



Arab Bridge Maritime Co. 
Aqaba - Nuweiba 



interesting offer from Arab Bridge Maritime Co . 

For passengers residing within the Ports of 
Aqaba and Nuweiba, We announce to passengers and 
tour offices,that the Company will have new scheduled 
trips of fast Boat Turbo Cat . 

(BRIDGE 1 ) , as of Thursday 1/8/1996 between the Ports of Aqaba and .Nuweiba . 
Two daily trips , each trip takes one hour sailing , in comfortable atmosphere. 


First Trip : 
Second Trip 


10.30 

12.30 

14.30 

16.30 


** Trip times : 

* Dep Aqaba Port at 

* Dep Nuweiba Port at 

* Dep Aqaba Port at 

* Dep Nuweiba Port at 

In addition to that, the Ferry Boats (F/B) , Santa Catherine , Concord 
will be making two Daily trips according to the following schedule : 

First Trip : * Dep from each ports Aqaba, Nuweiba at 1 2.00 Hrs . 
Second Trip : * Dep from each ports Aqaba, Nuweiba at 19.00 Hrs . 

In addition to 15% special discount , which include minimum 20 Persons, with fast boat 
Please come (1.30) Hours before departure 
For more information Please Contact 


(A.B.M. CO) Aqaba Tel : 03-313235-7 , 313140 , Fax : 313238 
Whishing you a Bon voyage. 






ADMIRAL SMITH HONOURED: Sgt. Deb Baker from Boyne City, Michigan, rests 
as she waits for the start of the ceremony in honour of U.S. Admiral Leighton Smith. 
Commander of IFOR troops at the Tuzla airbase on Monday. Adm. Smith will 
leave his position on Tuesday, and U.S. Admiral Joseph Lopez will take over 
(Renters photo) 


FBI has no 
plans to 
release sketch 
of suspect in 
Atlanta blast 


ATLANTA (R) — The FBI 
on Monday denied it was 
about to release a sketch of 
a prime suspect in the 
Olympic bombing and 
declined to comment on 
reports witnesses had 
described a man wearing 
military fatigues. 

FBI officials say they 
have many good leads in 
their investigation into 
Saturday's pipe bomb 
explosion in which two 
people died and 110 were 
injured. 

They are hunting a white 
American man who made a 
warning call 13 minutes 
before the blast from a 
nearby public phone. 

The Washington Post, 
quoting FBI sources, said 
on Monday three witnesses 
had spotted a white male 
wearing what looked like 
military clothes. But an 
FBI spokesman said: “We 
cannot make any comment 
on that report." 

He also said a sketch of 
the suspect would not be 
released until the hunt had 
been narrowed down. 

“We have no plans for a 
photofit release at this 
time,” he said. 

The warning call to 
police came from a public 
telephone outside a hotel 
adjoining the park. Voice 
expens identified the caller 
as a white American. 

Atlanta police have been 
flooded with false bomb 
alarms since Saturday’s 
attack, a spokeswoman 
said. 

Hundreds of athletes and 
officials bad to be evacuat- 
ed from the Olympic vil- 
lage’s central area on 
Sunday after a bomb alert. 
They were herded into the 
rain-soaked streets outside. 

Singapore marathon run- 
ner Yvonne Donson said 
afterwards: “It’s getting out 
of hand. We wanted to stay 
and enjoy next week. Now 
we’re leaving early. It's 
very sad It spoils the nice 
feeling of the games." 

“We are a little bit con- 
fused and scared,” said 
Finnish pistol shooter Peter 
Etelaniemi. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


UJS. committee postpones oil-for-food deal 


UNITED NATIONS ( AFP) — The U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee has a gain postponed the adoption of guidelines nec- 
essary to complete the oil-for-food deal that would enable 
Iraq to resume oil exports, a U.N. spokesman said Monday. 
An official sanctions committee meeting — slated to occur 
Monday in New York — has been postponed until 
Wednesday due to a scheduling conflict with a U.N. 
Security Council meeting, a German diplomat said. Asked 
if the United States had — prior to the postponement — 
indicated that it would lend its support to the guidelines, the 
diplomat answered “no.” The United States is the only 
member of the committee to withhold approval for the May 
20 agreement, which provides for sanctions-hit Baghdad to 
resume limited oil exports in return for humanitarian sup- 
plies. The Clinton administration has on several occasions 
said that it wishes to ensure that Iraq does misuse the agree- 
ment. 


Perry departs for S. Arabia — officials 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Defence Secretary William 
Perry left for Saudi Arabia on Monday to discuss the pro- 
tection of U.S. troops in the kingdom from further terrorist 
attacks, Clinton administration officials said. The officials, 
who asked not to be identified, said Mr. Perry was expect- 
ed to arrive in the Gulf region on Tuesday. They refused to 
discuss Mr. Perry’s schedule, saying only that he had 
departed on a trip involving the “welfare and security” of 
U.S. forces. 


Defence closes case in trial of Brotherhood 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s high military court finished on 
Monday hearing the defence for 13 members of the funda- 
mentalist Muslim Brotherhood group accused of seeking to 
overthrow the government, legal sources said. The court 
said it would rule on Aug. 15 in the case in which the defen- 
dants face up to life imprisonment, the sources said. The 
defendants, who were arrested in April, have pleaded inno- 
cent to seeking to revive the banned group and “stirring up 
the public in order to overturn the government" They had 
refused to bring their own lawyers when the trial began on 
July 15, denouncing the trial as “political,” then refused 
four court-appointed lawyers, who defended their case any- 
way. 


Hizbollah fires on Israeli positions 


BEIRUT ( AFP) — Iranian-backed Hizbollah guerrillas fired 
artillery shells Monday at two Israeli positions in the Jewish 
state’s self-declared “security zone" in South Lebanon, 
sources said. In a statement received in Beirut, Hizbollah 
also said that a group from its aimed wing, the Islamic 
Resistance, had attacked a patrol of Israel's proxy militia, the 
South Lebanon Army, causing “a certain number of casual- 
ties." Hizbollah artillery fired “simultaneously against two 
Israeli army positions at Sojud and Bir Al Kallab in the 
occupied zone, destroying an (Israeli-made) Merkava tank,” 
the fundamentalist group said. The SLA’s radio confirmed 
the attacks, but said they did not cause any casualties. 


Iraqi beheaded in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — An Iraqi was beheaded in the northern 
Saudi city of Arar on Monday after he was found guilty of 
shooting to death a Saudi man and stealing his money, the 
interior ministry said. Mufid Abdul Karim Al Mushahidi was 
the 18th person executed in Saudi Arabia this year, according 
to a toll based on official statements. He was beheaded by 
sword at a public square, said a ministry statement carried on 
television. Saudi Arabia, which strictly applies Islamic or 
Sharia law, executes those found guilty of murder, rape, 
armed robbery, or drug trafficking. A record 186 people were 
executed in Saudi Arabia last year. 


World Harp 
Congress bebops 
to a close 


ces. 


Princess Margaret 
gets new 
grandchild 


Small town draws 
world audience to 
‘redneck games’ 


DUBLIN, Georgia (R) — 
The mud-pit belly flop will 
probably never be an 
Olympic sport. But it is a 
central event at the “Sum- 
mer Redneck Games,” 17 
days of mud-diving, hub- 
cap burling and other antics 
that make fun of southern 
stereotypes. The good-na- 
tured spoof in the hills of 
east Georgia was timed to 
coincide with the 1996 
Olympic Games underway 
200 kilometres away in 
Atlanta. Some 3,000 peo- 
ple packed the grandstand 
of a local motor speedway 
at last week’s opening or 
the Redneck Games to 
watch a runner named “el- 
bow” cany a propane torch 
onto the racetrack and light 
the official BBQ grill. 


No room for 
rubbish in tiny 
Singapore 


SINGAPORE (R) — Sin- 
gaporeans are producing 
rubbish at rates outstrip- 
ping population, and eco- 
nomic growth and will 
force the country’s govern- 
ment to spend billions of 
dollars building new incin- 
erators, the Sunday Dines 
newspaper said. Environ- 
ment Minister Teo Chee 
Hean said at a groundbrea- 
king ceremony for a bO- 
lion-dollar ($709 million^ 
incineration plant Saturday 
that Singaporeans have 
become more wasted 
with growing affluence. tb e 
newspaper said. 
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TACOMA, Washington 
(AFP) — The sixth World 
Harp Congress music festi- 
val in this port city south of 
Seattle concluded on an 
odd note Sunday. Deborah 
Henson-Conant, a three- 
time^guesf artist with the 
Boston Pops Orchestra, 
rose to her feet and 
thumped her classical harp^ 
like a stand-up bass in die 
finale of the eight-day, 24- 
concert fete, which brought 
together more than 1,000 
harpists from around the 
world. She slapped the 
soundboard, zinged a fin- 
gernail along one of the 
heavy steel" strings, and 
flailed the instrument like a 
fretiess gypsy guitar in her 
signature piece. “Baroque 
Flamenco," a fitting end to 
a festival devoted largely to 
the harp in jazz, pop, and 
Latin beat. Many of the 
world’s renowned harpists, 
including Canada's Erica 
Goodman, Japan’s Kumiko 
Xnoue and Ayako Shino- 
zaki, early music virtuoso 
Andrew Lawrence-King, 
and the Bolshoi Theatre’s 
Natalia Shameyeva, also 
performed solo and ensem-jdr; 
ble pieces, among them six 
world premieres. In a mid- 
week concert by the Suzuki 
Student Harp Ensemble, 
whose members range in 
age from eight to 18, 30 
harps filled the stage for a 
performance of Carlos Sal- 
zedo’s Suite Of Eight Dan- 





'ting to ’ 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
royal family, slimmed 
sjightly with the divorce 
agreements of Princess 
Diana and the Duchess of 
York, gained a new mem- 
ber with the birth of a 
grandson to Princess Mar- 
garet Lady Sarah Cbatto, 
31 -year-old daughter of 
Princess Margaret and her 
ex-husband Lord Snow- 
don, gave birth to a son*) 
Sunday. The child has not 
been named. The child will 
be 14th in tine to the throne 
behind Lady Sarah, her 
brother Viscount Linley, 
and Princess Margaret, 
who is Queen Elizabeth’s 
younger sister. 
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